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Introduction

Pasquale De Marco brings to you the Peoples Before the 

Leaves:  Preceding  Edge  Applications  of  NLP,  a 

comprehensive guide to the latest  advancements and 

applications  of  Natural  Language  Processing  (NLP). 

This  innovative  field  is  rapidly  transforming  various 

industries, from healthcare and finance to e-commerce 

and education.

In this  book,  you will  embark on a  journey into  the 

fascinating  world  of  NLP,  where  computers  learn  to 

understand  and  communicate  with  humans  using 

natural  language.  We  will  explore  the  fundamental 

concepts of NLP, including text preprocessing, feature 

engineering,  and  machine  learning  algorithms.  You 
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will  gain  hands-on  experience  with  practical  NLP 

techniques  such  as  text  classification,  sentiment 

analysis, and named entity recognition.

Beyond the technical  aspects,  we will  also delve into 

the  ethical  and  societal  implications  of  NLP.  As  NLP 

systems  become  more  sophisticated,  it  is  crucial  to 

consider  their  potential  impact  on privacy,  bias,  and 

the future of work. We will examine these issues and 

discuss  best  practices  for  responsible  NLP 

development.

The  Peoples  Before  the  Leaves:  Preceding  Edge 

Applications of NLP is designed to be accessible to both 

technical and non-technical readers. Whether you are a 

data  scientist,  a  business  analyst,  or  simply  curious 

about the future of AI, this book will provide you with a 

solid foundation in NLP.

Throughout the book, you will find numerous examples 

and  case  studies  that  illustrate  the  practical 

applications  of  NLP  in  various  industries.  We  will 
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explore how NLP is used to improve customer service, 

enhance  healthcare  outcomes,  optimize  financial 

trading, and personalize educational experiences.

By  the  end  of  this  book,  you  will  have  a  deep 

understanding  of  the  principles  and  applications  of 

NLP.  You  will  be  equipped  with  the  knowledge  and 

skills to leverage NLP to solve real-world problems and 

drive innovation in your organization.
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Book Description

Prepare  to  be  at  the  forefront  of  innovation  with 

Peoples Before the Leaves: Preceding Edge Applications 

of  NLP,  the  ultimate  guide  to  mastering  Natural 

Language Processing (NLP)!

In  today's  rapidly  evolving  technological  landscape, 

NLP  is  emerging  as  a  game-changer,  empowering 

computers  to  understand  and  communicate  with 

humans using natural language. This groundbreaking 

technology is transforming industries across the board, 

from  healthcare  and  finance  to  e-commerce  and 

education.

Peoples Before the Leaves: Preceding Edge Applications 

of  NLP  is  your  comprehensive  companion  on  this 

exciting  journey  into  the  world  of  NLP.  Written  by 

renowned  expert  Pasquale  De  Marco,  this  book 

provides  a  deep dive into  the fundamental  concepts, 

practical techniques, and ethical considerations of NLP.
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You  will  gain  a  solid  understanding  of  text 

preprocessing,  feature  engineering,  and  machine 

learning algorithms, the building blocks of NLP. Hands-

on examples and case studies will guide you through 

practical  NLP applications,  such as text classification, 

sentiment analysis, and named entity recognition.

Beyond  the  technical  aspects,  Peoples  Before  the 

Leaves:  Preceding Edge Applications of  NLP explores 

the  ethical  and  societal  implications  of  NLP.  As  NLP 

systems  become  more  sophisticated,  it  is  crucial  to 

consider  their  potential  impact  on privacy,  bias,  and 

the  future  of  work.  This  book  provides  thought-

provoking insights  and best  practices  for  responsible 

NLP development.

Whether you are a seasoned data scientist, a business 

analyst,  or  simply  curious  about  the  future  of  AI, 

Peoples Before the Leaves: Preceding Edge Applications 

of  NLP is  tailored  to  meet  your  needs.  Its  accessible 

writing  style  and  clear  explanations  make  it  an 
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invaluable  resource  for  both  technical  and  non-

technical readers.

By the end of this book, you will be fully equipped to 

harness the power of NLP to solve real-world problems 

and  drive  innovation  in  your  organization.  Peoples 

Before the Leaves: Preceding Edge Applications of NLP 

is  not  just  a  book;  it's  an investment in your future, 

empowering  you  to  navigate  the  rapidly  changing 

landscape of AI and NLP with confidence and expertise.
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Chapter  1:  The  Dawn  of  Language 

Understanding

Topic  1:  The  Birth  of  Natural  Language 

Processing

The  field  of  Natural  Language  Processing  (NLP) 

emerged from the convergence of linguistics, computer 

science,  and  artificial  intelligence  in  the  mid-20th 

century. One of the earliest pioneers in NLP was Alan 

Turing, who in 1950 proposed the Turing Test as a way 

to  measure  a  machine's  ability  to  exhibit  intelligent 

behavior indistinguishable from that of a human.

In the 1960s and 1970s, researchers began to develop 

practical NLP systems. One of the first successful NLP 

applications was SHRDLU, a natural language interface 

to  a  robot  that  could  understand  and  respond  to 

commands in English. SHRDLU was developed by Terry 

Winograd at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT) in the early 1970s.
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Another important milestone in the history of NLP was 

the development of  the statistical  language model by 

Frederick  Jelinek  and  his  colleagues  at  IBM  in  the 

1980s.  Statistical  language  models  use  statistical 

techniques to estimate the probability of a sequence of 

words occurring in a language. This technology laid the 

foundation for many modern NLP applications, such as 

speech recognition and machine translation.

In the 1990s, the field of NLP was revolutionized by the 

rise of machine learning algorithms. Machine learning 

algorithms can learn from data without being explicitly 

programmed.  This  made  it  possible  to  develop  NLP 

systems  that  were  more  accurate  and  robust  than 

previous systems.

Today, NLP is a rapidly growing field with applications 

in  a  wide  range  of  industries,  including  healthcare, 

finance, e-commerce, and education. NLP systems are 

used to analyze text data, extract insights, and generate 

natural language text. As NLP technology continues to 
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evolve, we can expect to see even more innovative and 

groundbreaking  applications  of  NLP  in  the  years  to 

come.
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Chapter  1:  The  Dawn  of  Language 

Understanding

Topic  2:  Early  Attempts  at  Machine 

Translation

The  quest  to  break  down  language  barriers  has 

fascinated  researchers  for  decades,  and  the  early 

attempts at machine translation laid the groundwork 

for the sophisticated systems we have today.

One  of  the  earliest  known  attempts  at  machine 

translation  was  undertaken  by  a  Russian  scientist 

named Peter  Troyansky in  the late  1930s.  Troyansky 

developed a system that  could translate Russian into 

English,  using  a  mechanical  device  to  perform  the 

translations.  While  his  system  was  rudimentary  by 

today's  standards,  it  demonstrated  the  potential  of 

machine translation.
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In  the  1950s,  the  Georgetown  Experiment  marked  a 

significant milestone in machine translation. A team of 

researchers  at  Georgetown  University  developed  a 

system  that  could  translate  Russian  sentences  into 

English,  and the  results  were  publicly  demonstrated. 

The experiment was widely hailed as a success, and it 

sparked  a  surge  of  interest  in  machine  translation 

research.

However,  early  machine  translation  systems  faced 

significant challenges. One major obstacle was the lack 

of  computational  power.  The  computers  of  the  time 

were  simply  not  powerful  enough  to  handle  the 

complex  task  of  machine  translation.  Another 

challenge was the lack of linguistic resources, such as 

dictionaries and grammars. Without these resources, it 

was  difficult  for  machine  translation  systems  to 

accurately translate between languages.

Despite  these  challenges,  early  machine  translation 

systems  laid  the  foundation  for  the  sophisticated 

11



systems  we  have  today.  Researchers  continued  to 

develop  new  algorithms  and  techniques,  and  as 

computers  became  more  powerful,  the  quality  of 

machine  translation  improved  dramatically.  Today, 

machine  translation  is  used  in  a  wide  range  of 

applications, from online language translation services 

to international business and diplomacy.
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Chapter  1:  The  Dawn  of  Language 

Understanding

Topic 3: The Rise of Statistical NLP

The early days of NLP were dominated by rule-based 

systems,  which  relied  on  hand-crafted  rules  to 

understand  and  generate  language.  However,  these 

systems  were  often  brittle  and  inflexible,  and  they 

could  not  handle  the  complexities  and  variations  of 

natural language.

In  the  late  1980s  and  early  1990s,  there  was  a  shift 

towards statistical NLP, which uses statistical methods 

to  learn  the  patterns  and  regularities  of  language. 

Statistical  NLP systems are  more  robust  and flexible 

than rule-based systems, and they can handle a wider 

range of language phenomena.

One of the key breakthroughs in statistical NLP was the 

development  of  the  hidden  Markov  model  (HMM), 

which  is  a  statistical  model  that  can  be  used  to 
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represent the sequential structure of language. HMMs 

have been used successfully for a variety of NLP tasks, 

including  speech  recognition,  part-of-speech  tagging, 

and syntactic parsing.

Another important advance in statistical NLP was the 

development of the n-gram model, which is a statistical 

model that can be used to represent the co-occurrence 

of words in a language. N-gram models have been used 

successfully  for  a  variety  of  NLP  tasks,  including 

language  modeling,  machine  translation,  and  text 

classification.

Statistical NLP has revolutionized the field of NLP, and 

it  is  now the dominant  approach to  most  NLP tasks. 

Statistical  NLP systems have  achieved state-of-the-art 

performance on a wide range of NLP tasks, and they 

are used in a variety of commercial applications, such 

as  search  engines,  machine  translation  systems,  and 

spam filters.
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Here are some of the advantages of statistical NLP over 

rule-based NLP:

 Statistical NLP systems are more robust and 

flexible  than  rule-based  systems. Statistical 

NLP  systems  can  handle  a  wider  range  of 

language phenomena, and they are less likely to 

break  down  when  they  encounter  unexpected 

input.

 Statistical  NLP  systems  can  be  trained  on 

large  amounts  of  data. This  allows  them  to 

learn the patterns and regularities of language in 

a  more  comprehensive  way  than  rule-based 

systems.

 Statistical NLP systems are easier to develop 

and maintain  than rule-based systems. Rule-

based systems require a lot of hand-crafted rules, 

which can be time-consuming and error-prone. 

Statistical NLP systems, on the other hand, can 

be trained automatically from data.
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Of course, statistical NLP also has some disadvantages:

 Statistical  NLP  systems  can  be 

computationally expensive to train. Training a 

statistical  NLP  system  can  take  a  long  time, 

especially  if  the  system  is  trained  on  a  large 

amount of data.

 Statistical  NLP  systems  can  be  difficult  to 

interpret. It can be difficult to understand how a 

statistical NLP system makes its decisions, which 

can make it difficult to debug and improve the 

system.

Overall,  statistical  NLP  is  a  powerful  and  versatile 

approach to NLP. Statistical NLP systems have achieved 

state-of-the-art  performance on a  wide range of  NLP 

tasks,  and  they  are  used  in  a  variety  of  commercial 

applications.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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