
Dawn of the Golden Dragon

Introduction

Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam, is a city of contrasts and 

contradictions.  It  is  a  city  of  ancient  temples  and 

modern skyscrapers, of bustling markets and peaceful 

parks,  of poverty and prosperity.  Hanoi is a city that 

has  survived centuries  of  war and occupation,  yet  it 

has emerged as a vibrant and dynamic metropolis.

Hanoi's  history is  long and tumultuous.  The city was 

founded in the 11th century and served as the capital 

of the Vietnamese empire for over 800 years.  During 

this  time,  Hanoi  was  a  major  center  of  trade  and 

culture.  However,  the  city  was  also  the  target  of 

numerous invasions and occupations, including by the 

Chinese, the Mongols, and the French.
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In  the  20th  century,  Hanoi  was  at  the  center  of  the 

Vietnamese struggle for independence. The city was the 

site  of  numerous  battles  and  uprisings,  and  it  was 

eventually liberated from French colonial rule in 1954. 

Hanoi then became the capital of North Vietnam, and it 

played a key role in the Vietnam War. After the war, 

Hanoi was reunified with South Vietnam in 1975, and it 

became the capital of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Today, Hanoi is a thriving city of over 8 million people. 

It is a major economic, political, and cultural center of 

Vietnam. The city is home to numerous historical sites, 

museums, and temples,  as well  as a vibrant nightlife 

and culinary scene.  Hanoi is  a city that is  constantly 

evolving, and it is a fascinating place to visit or live.

Hanoi is a city of contrasts, but it is also a city of unity. 

Despite  its  long  and  difficult  history,  the  people  of 

Hanoi are proud of their city and their country. They 

are  a  resilient  and  resourceful  people,  and  they  are 
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determined to build a better future for themselves and 

their children.

Hanoi is a city of hope. It is a city that has overcome 

many challenges in its past, and it is a city that is full of 

potential for the future. Hanoi is a city that is on the 

rise, and it is a city that is worth watching.
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Book Description

Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam, is a city of contrasts and 

contradictions.  It  is  a  city  of  ancient  temples  and 

modern skyscrapers, of bustling markets and peaceful 

parks,  of poverty and prosperity.  Hanoi is a city that 

has  survived centuries  of  war and occupation,  yet  it 

has emerged as a vibrant and dynamic metropolis.

In "Dawn of the Golden Dragon," Pasquale De Marco 

takes  readers  on  a  journey  through  this  fascinating 

city, revealing its hidden gems and untold stories. From 

the ancient streets of the Old Quarter to the modern 

architecture of the French Quarter, from the tranquil 

shores of Hoan Kiem Lake to the bustling markets of 

Dong Xuan, Hanoi is a city that is full of surprises.

Pasquale  De  Marco  delves  into  Hanoi's  rich  history, 

from its founding in the 11th century to its role in the 

Vietnam War. He introduces readers to the city's iconic 

landmarks, such as the Imperial Citadel, the Temple of 
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Literature, and the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum. He also 

explores  Hanoi's  vibrant  culture,  from its  traditional 

music and dance to its delicious cuisine.

But "Dawn of the Golden Dragon" is more than just a 

travelogue.  It  is  also  a  story  of  the  people  of  Hanoi. 

Pasquale De Marco introduces readers to a diverse cast 

of characters, from cyclo drivers and street vendors to 

artists  and  intellectuals.  He  tells  their  stories  of 

struggle, resilience, and hope.

"Dawn of the Golden Dragon" is a captivating portrait 

of  a  city  that  is  both  ancient  and  modern,  both 

traditional  and  cosmopolitan.  It  is  a  book  that  will 

appeal to anyone who is interested in history, culture, 

or travel.

Pasquale  De  Marco,  an  experienced  traveler  and 

writer, has spent many years exploring Hanoi. He has a 

deep understanding of the city's  history,  culture,  and 

people. In "Dawn of the Golden Dragon," he shares his 
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insights and experiences with readers, offering them a 

unique perspective on this fascinating city.
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Chapter 1: City of Contrasts

1. Hanoi's Ancient Heritage

Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam, is a city with a rich and 

ancient history. The city was founded over 1,000 years 

ago,  and  it  has  been  a  major  center  of  culture  and 

commerce for centuries.  Hanoi is  home to numerous 

historical sites and landmarks, including the Imperial 

Citadel, the Temple of Literature, and the Ho Chi Minh 

Mausoleum.

The Imperial Citadel

The Imperial Citadel is a massive fortress that was built 

in  the  11th  century.  The  citadel  was  the  seat  of  the 

Vietnamese government for over 800 years,  and it  is 

now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The citadel is home 

to numerous palaces, temples, and other buildings, and 

it is a popular tourist destination.

The Temple of Literature
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The Temple  of  Literature  is  a  Confucian temple  that 

was built in the 11th century. The temple is dedicated 

to Confucius and his disciples, and it is considered to be 

one of  the  most  important  Confucian temples  in  the 

world. The temple is a popular tourist destination, and 

it is also a place where students come to pray for good 

luck in their exams.

The Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum

The Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum is a massive granite tomb 

that houses the embalmed body of Ho Chi Minh,  the 

founder of modern Vietnam. The mausoleum is located 

in  Ba  Dinh  Square,  and  it  is  a  popular  tourist 

destination.  Visitors  can  view  Ho  Chi  Minh's  body 

through a glass coffin, and they can also learn about his 

life and legacy.

Other Historical Sites

In  addition  to  these  major  landmarks,  Hanoi  is  also 

home to numerous other historical sites, including the 
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Old Quarter, the Hoan Kiem Lake, and the Long Bien 

Bridge. The Old Quarter is a labyrinth of narrow streets 

and alleys that is home to numerous shops, restaurants, 

and temples. The Hoan Kiem Lake is a beautiful lake 

that is located in the center of Hanoi. The Long Bien 

Bridge is a historic bridge that was built by the French 

in the 19th century.

Hanoi's Ancient Heritage

Hanoi's ancient heritage is a source of great pride for 

the  people  of  Hanoi.  The  city's  historical  sites  and 

landmarks are a reminder of its long and rich history. 

Hanoi is a city that has survived centuries of war and 

occupation,  and  it  has  emerged  as  a  vibrant  and 

dynamic metropolis.

9



Chapter 1: City of Contrasts

2. A Tapestry of Cultures

Hanoi  is  a  city  of  many  cultures,  both  ancient  and 

modern. The city has been influenced by a wide range 

of  ethnic  groups,  including  the  Kinh,  the  Tay,  the 

Muong, and the Hmong. Hanoi is also home to a large 

number  of  foreign  residents,  including  Chinese, 

French, and Americans.

The Kinh People

The  Kinh  people  are  the  majority  ethnic  group  in 

Vietnam,  and  they  make  up  the  majority  of  the 

population of Hanoi. The Kinh people have a long and 

rich history in Hanoi,  and they have played a major 

role in shaping the city's culture and traditions.

The Tay People

The Tay people are the second largest ethnic group in 

Hanoi. The Tay people are native to the mountainous 
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regions of northern Vietnam, and they have migrated 

to Hanoi in search of work and opportunity. The Tay 

people  are  known  for  their  traditional  music  and 

dance,  and  they  have  contributed  greatly  to  Hanoi's 

cultural diversity.

The Muong People

The Muong people are another ethnic group that has a 

significant presence in Hanoi.  The Muong people are 

also  native  to  the  mountainous  regions  of  northern 

Vietnam, and they have migrated to Hanoi in search of 

work and opportunity. The Muong people are known 

for their traditional crafts and textiles, and they have 

contributed greatly to Hanoi's economy.

The Hmong People

The Hmong people are an ethnic group that is native to 

the  mountainous  regions  of  northern  Vietnam.  The 

Hmong  people  have  migrated  to  Hanoi  in  search  of 

work  and  opportunity,  and  they  have  established  a 
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strong community in the city. The Hmong people are 

known for their traditional music and dance, and they 

have contributed greatly to Hanoi's cultural diversity.

Foreign Residents

Hanoi  is  also  home  to  a  large  number  of  foreign 

residents.  The Chinese have a  long history in  Hanoi, 

and  they  have  played  a  major  role  in  the  city's 

economy  and  culture.  The  French  also  have  a  long 

history in Hanoi, and they have left behind a legacy of 

beautiful architecture and culture. The Americans have 

a more recent presence in Hanoi,  but they have also 

made a significant contribution to the city's economy 

and culture.

A Tapestry of Cultures

Hanoi is a city that is home to a wide range of cultures, 

both  ancient  and  modern.  The  city's  many  ethnic 

groups  and foreign  residents  have  all  contributed  to 

Hanoi's unique and vibrant culture. Hanoi is a city that 
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is  constantly  evolving,  and  its  culture  is  constantly 

being shaped by the people who live there.
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Chapter 1: City of Contrasts

3. A Culinary Journey

Hanoi  is  a  city  with  a  rich  and  diverse  culinary 

tradition. The city's  cuisine has been influenced by a 

wide  range  of  factors,  including  its  geography,  its 

history, and its people. Hanoi's cuisine is known for its 

use of fresh ingredients, its bold flavors, and its variety 

of dishes.

Fresh Ingredients

Hanoi's  cuisine  is  known  for  its  use  of  fresh 

ingredients. The city is home to a number of markets 

where vendors sell fresh produce, meat, and seafood. 

Hanoi's  chefs  are  skilled  at  using  these  fresh 

ingredients to create delicious and flavorful dishes.

Bold Flavors

Hanoi's cuisine is also known for its bold flavors. The 

city's  dishes  often use  a  variety  of  spices  and herbs, 
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which give them a unique and distinctive taste. Some of 

the  most  popular  spices  and  herbs  used  in  Hanoi's 

cuisine  include  lemongrass,  ginger,  garlic,  chili 

peppers, and cilantro.

Variety of Dishes

Hanoi's  cuisine offers  a  wide variety  of  dishes,  from 

simple street food to elaborate banquets. Some of the 

most popular dishes in Hanoi include pho, bun cha, cha 

ca, and banh xeo.

Pho

Pho is a Vietnamese noodle soup that is made with beef 

or  chicken  broth,  rice  noodles,  and  a  variety  of 

toppings, such as meat, vegetables, and herbs. Pho is a 

popular  breakfast  food  in  Hanoi,  and  it  can  also  be 

eaten as a light lunch or dinner.

Bun cha
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Bun cha is a Vietnamese dish that is made with grilled 

pork,  rice  noodles,  and  a  dipping  sauce.  Bun  cha  is 

often served with a side of fresh vegetables and herbs.

Cha ca

Cha ca is a Vietnamese dish that is made with grilled 

fish,  rice  noodles,  and  a  dipping  sauce.  Cha  ca  is  a 

popular dish in Hanoi, and it is often served at special 

occasions.

Banh xeo

Banh xeo is a Vietnamese pancake that is made with 

rice  flour,  turmeric  powder,  and coconut  milk.  Banh 

xeo is  often filled with pork,  shrimp, and vegetables. 

Banh xeo is a popular street food in Hanoi,  and it  is 

often served with a dipping sauce.

Other Dishes

In addition to these popular dishes, Hanoi's cuisine also 

offers  a  wide variety  of  other  dishes,  such as  spring 

rolls, dumplings, vermicelli bowls, and congee. Hanoi's 
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cuisine  is  a  reflection  of  the  city's  rich  and  diverse 

culture.  It  is  a  cuisine  that  is  both  delicious  and 

affordable, and it is a must-try for any visitor to Hanoi.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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