
Legal Education's Dark Secret

Introduction

Legal education is in crisis. The cost of law school has 

skyrocketed,  while  the quality  of  legal  education has 

declined.  Law  schools  are  increasingly  focused  on 

profit  rather  than  on  preparing  students  for  the 

practice of  law.  As a result,  many law graduates are 

struggling to find jobs and are burdened with massive 

debt.

This book exposes the dark secrets of legal education. It 

reveals  how  law  schools  are  cheating  their  students 

and  the  public.  It  also  provides  a  roadmap  for 

reforming  legal  education  and  ensuring  that  future 

generations  of  lawyers  are  prepared  to  meet  the 

challenges of the 21st century.

In this book, you will learn about:
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 The myth of the elite law school

 The broken promise of legal education

 The high cost of failure

 The hidden curriculum

 The legal profession's dirty little secret

You will also learn about:

 The decline of legal education

 The rise of the for-profit law school

 The adjunct crisis

 The student debt crisis

 The future of legal education

This book is a must-read for anyone who is considering 

law school, for anyone who is currently enrolled in law 

school, and for anyone who cares about the future of 

the legal profession.

2



Book Description

Legal  Education's  Dark  Secret exposes  the  dark 

secrets of legal education. It  reveals how law schools 

are  cheating  their  students  and  the  public.  It  also 

provides a roadmap for reforming legal education and 

ensuring  that  future  generations  of  lawyers  are 

prepared to meet the challenges of the 21st century.

In this book, you will learn about:

 The myth of the elite law school

 The broken promise of legal education

 The high cost of failure

 The hidden curriculum

 The legal profession's dirty little secret

You will also learn about:

 The decline of legal education

 The rise of the for-profit law school

 The adjunct crisis
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 The student debt crisis

 The future of legal education

This book is a must-read for anyone who is considering 

law school, for anyone who is currently enrolled in law 

school, and for anyone who cares about the future of 

the legal profession.

Pasquale  De  Marco  is  a  leading  expert  on  legal 

education. He has written extensively on the topic and 

has testified before Congress on the need for reform. In 

this  book,  he  draws  on  his  years  of  experience  to 

provide a clear-eyed assessment of the current state of 

legal education and to offer a plan for the future.

Legal Education's Dark Secret is a wake-up call for the 

legal profession. It is time to stop cheating our students 

and the public. It is time to reform legal education and 

to  ensure  that  future  generations  of  lawyers  are 

prepared to meet the challenges of the 21st century.
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Chapter  1:  The  Illusion  of  Legal 

Education

The Myth of the Elite Law School

The legal profession is often seen as a prestigious and 

lucrative one. As a result, many people aspire to attend 

elite law schools in order to increase their chances of 

success. However, the reality is that the elite law school 

myth is just that—a myth.

There is no guarantee that attending an elite law school 

will  lead  to  a  successful  legal  career.  In  fact,  many 

graduates of elite law schools end up working in low-

paying jobs or struggling to find work at all. The truth 

is that there are many other factors that contribute to 

success  in  the  legal  profession,  such  as  hard  work, 

dedication, and networking.

So, if you are considering attending law school, don't be 

fooled by the myth of the elite law school.  There are 

many other law schools that can provide you with a 
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quality  education  and  prepare  you  for  a  successful 

career in law.

Here are just a few of the reasons why the elite law 

school myth is just that—a myth:

 The  cost  of  attending  an  elite  law  school  is 

exorbitant. The  tuition  and  fees  at  elite  law 

schools can easily exceed $100,000 per year. This 

is  a  significant  investment,  and  there  is  no 

guarantee that you will be able to find a job that 

will pay off your debt.

 The competition at elite law schools is fierce. 

The acceptance rates at elite law schools are very 

low, and the students who do get in are typically 

the top students in their undergraduate classes. 

This  means  that  you  will  be  competing  with 

some of the brightest minds in the country for 

grades and job opportunities.

 The curriculum at  elite  law schools  is  often 

very  demanding. The  coursework  at  elite  law 
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schools  is  designed  to  challenge  students  and 

prepare them for the rigors of legal practice. This 

means  that  you will  be  spending a  lot  of  time 

studying and writing papers.

If  you  are  considering  attending  law  school,  it  is 

important to do your research and choose a school that 

is a good fit for you. Don't be fooled by the myth of the 

elite law school. There are many other law schools that 

can provide you with a quality education and prepare 

you for a successful career in law.
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Chapter  1:  The  Illusion  of  Legal 

Education

The Broken Promise of Legal Education

Legal education is in crisis. The cost of law school has 

skyrocketed,  while  the quality  of  legal  education has 

declined.  Law  schools  are  increasingly  focused  on 

profit  rather  than  on  preparing  students  for  the 

practice of  law.  As a result,  many law graduates are 

struggling to find jobs and are burdened with massive 

debt.

The broken promise of legal education is a betrayal of 

the public trust. Law schools have long held themselves 

out  as  institutions  of  higher  learning,  dedicated  to 

training the next generation of lawyers. However, the 

reality is that many law schools are more interested in 

making money than in educating their students.

This is reflected in the way that law schools have been 

raising tuition and fees. Over the past two decades, the 
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cost of law school has increased by more than 150%. 

This has made it increasingly difficult for students to 

afford a legal education.

In  addition  to  the  rising  cost  of  tuition,  law  schools 

have  also  been  cutting  back  on  their  academic 

programs.  This  has led to a decline in the quality of 

legal education. Law schools are now teaching students 

less and less about the law. Instead, they are focusing 

on teaching students how to pass the bar exam.

This  is  a  dangerous  trend.  The  bar  exam  is  a 

standardized  test  that  is  designed  to  measure  a 

student's  knowledge of  the law.  However,  it  is  not  a 

measure  of  a  student's  ability  to  practice  law.  As  a 

result,  law  schools  that  are  focused  on  teaching 

students how to pass the bar exam are not preparing 

their students for the challenges of the legal profession.

The  broken  promise  of  legal  education  is  a  serious 

problem. It is a betrayal of the public trust and it is a 

threat to the future of the legal profession.
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Chapter  1:  The  Illusion  of  Legal 

Education

The High Cost of Failure

Legal education is a high-stakes game. The cost of law 

school  has  skyrocketed  in  recent  years,  and  the  job 

market  for  lawyers  has  become  increasingly 

competitive.  As  a  result,  many  law  students  are 

graduating with massive debt and few job prospects.

The high cost of legal education is a major barrier to 

entry for many aspiring lawyers. The average cost of 

tuition and fees  at  a  private  law school  is  now over 

$50,000  per  year.  And  even  at  public  law  schools, 

tuition and fees have been rising steadily.

The high cost of legal education is not just a financial 

burden. It also has a significant impact on the diversity 

of  the  legal  profession.  Students  from  low-income 

backgrounds  are  less  likely  to  be  able  to  afford  law 

school, and they are also more likely to graduate with 
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debt. This debt can make it difficult for them to start 

their careers and to repay their loans.

The high cost of legal education is also a major factor in 

the decline of the legal profession. In the past, law was 

a  relatively  well-paid  profession.  But  today,  many 

lawyers  are  struggling  to  find  jobs  and  to  make  a 

decent  living.  This  is  due  in  part  to  the  increasing 

number  of  law  school  graduates,  as  well  as  to  the 

outsourcing of legal work to other countries.

The high cost of legal education is a serious problem 

that is having a negative impact on the legal profession. 

It  is  making  it  more  difficult  for  people  to  become 

lawyers, and it is making it more difficult for lawyers to 

find jobs. This is a problem that needs to be addressed.

There  are  a  number  of  things  that  can  be  done  to 

address  the  high  cost  of  legal  education.  One  is  to 

increase the amount of financial aid available to law 

students. Another is to reduce the cost of tuition and 
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fees. And finally, it is important to create more jobs for 

lawyers.

The high cost of legal education is a major problem, but 

it is one that can be solved. By working together, we 

can  make  legal  education  more  affordable  and 

accessible to everyone.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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