
Pittsburgh  Ascends:  Conquering  the 

City's Steps

Introduction

In  the  heart  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  where  the 

Allegheny,  Monongahela,  and  Ohio  Rivers  converge, 

lies the city of Pittsburgh. Known for its rich history, 

vibrant culture, and stunning architecture, Pittsburgh 

is  also home to a unique and captivating feature:  its 

steps.

With over 700 sets of steps crisscrossing the city's hills 

and valleys, Pittsburgh boasts the largest collection of 

public steps in the United States. These steps, ranging 

from  short  flights  of  a  few  dozen  treads  to  long, 

winding  staircases  with  hundreds  of  steps,  serve  as 

vital arteries for pedestrians and cyclists alike.
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The steps of Pittsburgh have played an integral role in 

the city's development and identity. They were built by 

generations of immigrants and laborers who sought to 

connect  the  city's  neighborhoods  and  businesses. 

Today, the steps are a testament to the hard work and 

determination of the people who built Pittsburgh.

But  the  steps  are  more  than  just  a  means  of 

transportation.  They  are  also  a  source  of  pride  and 

community. Pittsburghers of all ages and abilities use 

the  steps  for  recreation,  exercise,  and  social 

interaction. The steps have been featured in countless 

works  of  art,  literature,  and  music,  and  they  have 

become a symbol of the city's resilience and spirit.

In this book, we will take you on a journey through the 

steps of Pittsburgh. We will explore their history, their 

architecture,  their  cultural  significance,  and  their 

impact  on  the  lives  of  Pittsburghers.  We  will  also 

provide you with detailed walking tours of some of the 

city's most iconic steps.
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Whether you are a lifelong Pittsburgher or a visitor to 

the  city,  we  invite  you to  join  us  on  this  adventure. 

Discover the hidden gems of Pittsburgh, one step at a 

time.

Welcome  to  Pittsburgh  Ascends:  Conquering  the 

City's Steps 
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Book Description

Pittsburgh Ascends: Conquering the City's Steps is the 

definitive  guide  to  the  steps  of  Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania. With over 700 sets of steps crisscrossing 

the city's hills and valleys, Pittsburgh boasts the largest 

collection of public steps in the United States.

In this book, you will find everything you need to know 

about  Pittsburgh's  steps,  including  their  history, 

architecture,  cultural  significance,  and impact  on the 

lives of  Pittsburghers.  We will  also provide you with 

detailed walking tours of some of the city's most iconic 

steps.

Whether you are a lifelong Pittsburgher or a visitor to 

the  city,  Pittsburgh  Ascends  is  the  perfect  way  to 

discover the hidden gems of Pittsburgh, one step at a 

time.

Inside Pittsburgh Ascends, you will find:
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 A  comprehensive  history  of  Pittsburgh's  steps, 

from  their  construction  by  generations  of 

immigrants and laborers to their role in the city's 

development and identity.

 A  detailed  examination  of  the  architecture  of 

Pittsburgh's  steps,  from  their  materials  and 

construction methods to their unique designs.

 A  celebration  of  the  cultural  significance  of 

Pittsburgh's  steps,  from  their  role  in  art, 

literature, and music to their status as a symbol 

of the city's resilience and spirit.

 Practical information on how to use Pittsburgh's 

steps  for  recreation,  exercise,  and  social 

interaction,  including detailed walking tours of 

some of the city's most iconic steps.

Pittsburgh Ascends is the essential guide to the steps of 

Pittsburgh. Whether you are a lifelong Pittsburgher or 

a visitor to the city, this book will help you discover the 

hidden gems of Pittsburgh, one step at a time.
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Chapter 1: The Hill City's Stairways

Pittsburgh's Unique Topography

Pittsburgh is a city of hills. In fact, it's often called the 

"City of Seven Hills," although there are actually more 

than seven hills within the city limits. These hills give 

Pittsburgh its distinctive topography and have played a 

major role in shaping the city's development.

The hills of Pittsburgh were formed by glaciers during 

the  last  ice  age.  As  the  glaciers  moved  through  the 

region,  they carved out  deep valleys  and left  behind 

large deposits of rock and soil. These deposits formed 

the hills that we see today.

The  hills  of  Pittsburgh  vary  in  height,  from  a  few 

hundred feet to over 500 feet. The highest point in the 

city  is  Mount  Washington,  which  stands  at  575  feet 

above the Allegheny River. The lowest point in the city 

is  the confluence of  the Allegheny and Monongahela 

Rivers, which is at an elevation of 700 feet.
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The hills of Pittsburgh have had a major impact on the 

city's development. The early settlers of Pittsburgh built 

their  homes  and  businesses  on  the  hillsides,  which 

provided  them  with  protection  from  flooding  and  a 

commanding view of the surrounding area. As the city 

grew,  the  hills  continued  to  play  a  role  in  its 

development.  The  steep  slopes  of  the  hills  made  it 

difficult  to  build  roads  and  other  infrastructure,  but 

they  also  provided opportunities  for  creating  unique 

and interesting neighborhoods.

Today,  the  hills  of  Pittsburgh  are  a  defining 

characteristic  of  the  city.  They  offer  residents  and 

visitors  alike  stunning  views  of  the  city  and  its 

surroundings. The hills are also home to some of the 

city's  most  popular  parks  and  green  spaces,  which 

provide opportunities for recreation and relaxation.

The hills  of  Pittsburgh are also a challenge for those 

who live  and work in  the  city.  The steep slopes  can 

make it  difficult  to  get  around,  especially  during the 
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winter months. But the hills also add to the city's charm 

and character. They are a reminder of the city's unique 

history  and  geography,  and  they  continue  to  play  a 

vital role in the life of the city.

Here are some of the most notable hills in Pittsburgh:

 Mount Washington

 Grandview Avenue

 Beechview

 Squirrel Hill

 Polish Hill

 Troy Hill

 Mount Oliver

 Arlington Heights

 Knoxville

 Chartiers City

 Crafton Heights

8



These hills offer some of the best views of the city and 

are  popular  destinations  for  tourists  and  residents 

alike.
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Chapter 1: The Hill City's Stairways

The History of Pittsburgh's Steps

The  history  of  Pittsburgh's  steps  is  a  long  and 

fascinating one,  dating back to the city's  founding in 

the 18th century. The first steps were built by settlers 

who  needed  to  connect  the  city's  lower  and  upper 

neighborhoods. These early steps were often made of 

wood and were little more than rough-hewn paths.

As Pittsburgh grew and prospered, so too did its steps. 

In the 19th century,  the city's  many hills  and valleys 

were  transformed  by  the  construction  of  new  roads 

and  bridges.  However,  steps  continued  to  play  an 

important  role  in the city's  transportation system.  In 

fact,  many  of  the  steps  that  were  built  in  the  19th 

century are still in use today.

In the early 20th century, Pittsburgh's steps underwent 

a period of decline. As the city's population grew and 

cars  became  more  popular,  many  people  began  to 
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abandon the steps in favor of more convenient modes 

of transportation. However, in recent years, there has 

been a renewed interest in Pittsburgh's steps.

Today, the steps are seen as an important part of the 

city's heritage. They are used by people of all ages and 

abilities for recreation, exercise, and social interaction. 

The steps have also been featured in countless works of 

art, literature, and music.

The  history  of  Pittsburgh's  steps  is  a  story  of 

innovation, resilience, and community. The steps are a 

testament to the hard work and determination of the 

people who built Pittsburgh. They are also a reminder 

of the city's rich history and its unique character.
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Chapter 1: The Hill City's Stairways

The Legal Status of Pittsburgh's Steps

The legal status of Pittsburgh's steps is a complex and 

evolving  issue.  For  many  years,  the  steps  were 

considered to be public property, and anyone was free 

to use them. However, in recent years, there have been 

several legal challenges to this status, and the city has 

begun to take steps to regulate the use of the steps.

One  of  the  most  significant  legal  challenges  to  the 

public status of Pittsburgh's steps came in 2002, when a 

group  of  homeowners  in  the  Squirrel  Hill 

neighborhood sued the city to prevent the construction 

of a new set of steps. The homeowners argued that the 

steps  would  create  noise  and  traffic,  and  would 

decrease the value of their property. The city ultimately 

prevailed in the lawsuit, but the case raised important 

questions about the legal status of the steps.
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In 2008, the city of Pittsburgh passed an ordinance that 

clarified  the  legal  status  of  the  steps.  The  ordinance 

states that the steps are public property, but that the 

city has the right to regulate their use. The ordinance 

also gives the city the authority to close steps that are 

unsafe or that are causing problems for residents.

The  city's  ordinance  has  been  challenged  in  court 

several  times,  but  it  has  been  upheld  each  time.  In 

2016, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled that the 

city has the authority to regulate the use of the steps, 

and  that  the  ordinance  is  a  valid  exercise  of  that 

authority.

The legal  status of  Pittsburgh's  steps is  still  evolving, 

but the city's ordinance provides a clear framework for 

the use of  the steps.  The ordinance ensures  that  the 

steps remain open to the public, while also giving the 

city the authority to regulate their use and to protect 

the interests of residents.
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Despite  the  legal  challenges,  the  steps  of  Pittsburgh 

remain  a  vital  part  of  the  city's  infrastructure  and 

culture. They provide a unique and convenient way to 

get around the city, and they are a source of pride for 

Pittsburghers.  The  city's  ordinance  ensures  that  the 

steps will continue to be open to the public for many 

years to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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