
The Munich Predicament

Introduction

The year is 1938. Europe is on the brink of war. Adolf 

Hitler  and  the  Nazi  Party  have  come  to  power  in 

Germany,  and  they  are  determined  to  expand  their 

territory and establish a new world order.

The Western powers, led by Great Britain and France, 

are alarmed by Hitler's aggressive actions. They have 

tried  to  appease  him,  but  he  has  only  become more 

emboldened.  They  know  that  war  is  inevitable,  but 

they are unprepared for  the conflict  that  is  about  to 

engulf the world.

In the Soviet Union, Joseph Stalin is also preparing for 

war. He knows that Hitler is a threat to his country, and 

he  is  determined to  stop  him.  He  has  signed a  non-
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aggression pact with Germany, but he knows that it is 

only a matter of time before Hitler turns on him.

The stage is set for a global conflict of unprecedented 

scale and devastation. The world is on the brink of the 

abyss, and no one knows what the future holds.

The Munich Predicament tells the story of the events 

that  led  up  to  World  War  II,  from the  rise  of  Adolf 

Hitler to the outbreak of war in September 1939. It is a 

story  of  miscalculation,  missed  opportunities,  and 

ultimately, tragedy.

It is also a story of courage and resilience. The people 

of  Europe  suffered  greatly  during  the  war,  but  they 

ultimately  prevailed.  They  defeated  the  Nazis  and 

rebuilt  their  lives.  The  Munich  Predicament  is  a 

reminder of the importance of standing up to tyranny, 

even when the odds are stacked against you.

2



Book Description

The  Munich  Predicament  is  a  gripping  and  thought-

provoking account of the events that led up to World 

War II. Drawing on extensive research, Hugh Ragsdale 

sheds new light on the role of the Soviet Union in the 

crisis, challenging the traditional view that the Soviets 

were unreliable allies.

Ragsdale argues that the Western powers, led by Great 

Britain and France,  made a  series  of  miscalculations 

that  ultimately  led  to  the  outbreak  of  war.  They 

underestimated  Hitler's  determination  to  expand  his 

territory and establish a new world order.  They also 

failed to appreciate the importance of the Soviet Union 

as a potential ally against Nazi Germany.

Stalin, for his part, was also guilty of miscalculation. He 

believed  that  he  could  use  Hitler  to  weaken  the 

Western  powers  and  expand  his  own  sphere  of 

influence. He also underestimated Hitler's willingness 
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to  break  the  non-aggression  pact  between  Germany 

and the Soviet Union.

The result of these miscalculations was a catastrophic 

war that claimed the lives of  millions of  people.  The 

Munich  Predicament  is  a  timely  reminder  of  the 

dangers  of  appeasement  and  the  importance  of 

standing up to tyranny.

In this book, Ragsdale offers a fresh perspective on the 

origins of World War II. He challenges the traditional 

view that  the  war  was  inevitable  and  argues  that  it 

could have been avoided if  the Western powers had 

taken a more resolute stand against Hitler. The Munich 

Predicament  is  a  must-read for  anyone interested in 

history, international relations, or the causes of war.
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Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

The rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party

In  the  aftermath  of  World  War  I,  Germany  was  a 

defeated  and  humiliated  nation.  The  Treaty  of 

Versailles had stripped it  of territory,  imposed heavy 

reparations,  and  limited  its  military  strength.  The 

German  people  were  angry  and  resentful,  and  they 

were looking for someone to blame.

Adolf Hitler was a young man who had served in the 

German army during the war.  He was a charismatic 

speaker  who  was  able  to  tap  into  the  anger  and 

resentment  of  the  German  people.  He  promised  to 

restore  Germany to  its  former  glory,  and he  quickly 

gained a following.

In  1921,  Hitler  became  the  leader  of  the  National 

Socialist  German  Workers'  Party,  or  Nazi  Party  for 

short.  The  Nazis  were  a  far-right  political  party  that 

espoused  a  racist  and  anti-Semitic  ideology.  They 
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believed that the German people were a superior race, 

and they wanted to create a new German empire that 

would dominate Europe.

The Nazis quickly gained popularity in Germany. They 

appealed to  the  working class,  the  middle  class,  and 

even some members of the aristocracy. They promised 

to  restore  Germany  to  its  former  glory,  and  they 

scapegoated the Jews for Germany's problems.

In 1933, Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany. 

He quickly consolidated his power, and within a year 

he  had  become  the  dictator  of  Germany.  The  Nazis 

began  to  implement  their  racist  and  anti-Semitic 

policies, and they began to rearm Germany in violation 

of the Treaty of Versailles.

The  rise  of  Hitler  and  the  Nazi  Party  was  a  major 

turning point in European history. It set the stage for 

World War II, one of the most devastating conflicts in 

human history.
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Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

The remilitarization of the Rhineland

1936 was a pivotal year in the lead-up to World War II. 

In March of that year, Adolf Hitler sent troops into the 

Rhineland, a demilitarized zone under the terms of the 

Treaty  of  Versailles.  This  bold  move  was  a  direct 

challenge to  the Western powers,  who had hoped to 

contain Hitler's ambitions through appeasement.

The  remilitarization  of  the  Rhineland  was  a  major 

turning  point  in  the  history  of  Europe.  It  signaled 

Hitler's determination to overturn the Versailles Treaty 

and  pursue  his  goal  of  German  expansion.  It  also 

exposed the weakness and indecision of the Western 

powers,  who  failed  to  take  effective  action  to  stop 

Hitler.

The origins of the Rhineland crisis can be traced back 

to the Treaty of Versailles,  which was signed in 1919 

after the First  World War.  The treaty imposed harsh 
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conditions on Germany, including the demilitarization 

of  the  Rhineland.  This  was  seen  as  a  necessary 

precaution to prevent Germany from starting another 

war.

However,  Hitler,  who  came  to  power  in  1933,  was 

determined  to  overturn  the  Treaty  of  Versailles.  He 

believed that Germany had been unjustly punished and 

that it was his destiny to restore Germany to its former 

glory.

In the years leading up to the Rhineland crisis, Hitler 

had  been  steadily  rebuilding  Germany's  military.  He 

had  also  been  making  aggressive  moves  in  foreign 

policy, such as the Anschluss with Austria in 1938.

The Western powers were alarmed by Hitler's actions, 

but they were reluctant to take action. They hoped that 

appeasement  would  satisfy  Hitler  and  prevent  war. 

However, Hitler was not interested in appeasement. He 

was  determined  to  expand  Germany's  territory  and 

establish a new world order.
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The  remilitarization  of  the  Rhineland  was  a  major 

propaganda victory for Hitler. It showed the world that 

he was willing to defy the Western powers and that he 

was not afraid of war. It also emboldened Hitler and 

encouraged him to make further aggressive moves.

The  Western  powers'  failure  to  respond  to  the 

remilitarization of the Rhineland was a major mistake. 

It showed Hitler that he could get away with anything 

and that the Western powers were not willing to stand 

up to him. This ultimately led to the outbreak of World 

War II in 1939.
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Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

The Anschluss with Austria

On  March  12,  1938,  German  troops  marched  into 

Austria.  The  Anschluss,  or  union,  of  Austria  with 

Germany was a long-held goal of Adolf Hitler and the 

Nazi Party. It was also a clear violation of the Treaty of 

Versailles,  which had forbidden Austria from uniting 

with Germany.

The Anschluss was met with little resistance from the 

Austrian  government  or  people.  Many  Austrians 

welcomed the union with Germany, seeing it as a way 

to escape the economic and political instability of the 

interwar  years.  However,  there  were  also  many 

Austrians who opposed the Anschluss,  fearing that  it 

would lead to the loss of Austrian independence and 

the imposition of Nazi rule.

Hitler's  motives  for  the  Anschluss  were  complex.  He 

saw  it  as  a  way  to  expand  German  territory  and 
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increase German power. He also believed that it would 

help to secure Germany's southern border and prevent 

the spread of communism from the Soviet Union.

The Anschluss was a major turning point in the lead-up 

to World War II. It showed Hitler's willingness to use 

force to achieve his goals, and it alarmed the Western 

powers,  who saw it  as  a  sign  of  Germany's  growing 

aggression.

The Anschluss had a profound impact on Austria. The 

country was now part  of  a  totalitarian state,  and its 

people were subject to the Nazis' racist and oppressive 

policies. Many Austrians who opposed the Nazi regime 

were arrested, imprisoned, or even executed.

The  Anschluss  also  had  a  significant  impact  on  the 

international  community.  It  showed  that  Hitler  was 

determined  to  expand  German  territory  and  power, 

and it  led to a renewed sense of urgency among the 

Western powers to stop him.
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The  Anschluss  is  a  reminder  of  the  dangers  of 

appeasement. When faced with a ruthless dictator like 

Hitler, it is important to stand up to him early on. If we 

allow him to  take  one small  step,  he  will  eventually 

take  many  more,  and  the  consequences  can  be 

devastating.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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