
The Disinherited: A Tale of 1381

Introduction

In the annals of English history, the Peasants' Revolt of 

1381  stands  as  a  pivotal  moment,  a  tumultuous 

uprising that shook the foundations of  feudal society 

and  left  an  indelible  mark  on  the  nation's 

consciousness. This book delves into the heart of this 

extraordinary  event,  exploring  its  causes,  its  course, 

and its profound implications.

The late 14th century in England was a time of great 

social  and  economic  upheaval.  The  Black  Death  had 

decimated  the  population,  leaving  a  severe  labor 

shortage  that  emboldened  the  peasantry  to  demand 

better  wages  and  working  conditions.  However,  the 

ruling  class,  led  by  the  nobility  and  the  Church, 

stubbornly resisted these demands, clinging fiercely to 

their privileges and power.
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As  resentment  and  frustration  simmered  among  the 

downtrodden  masses,  a  charismatic  leader  emerged: 

Wat Tyler. A skilled orator and a man of unwavering 

conviction,  Tyler  rallied  the  peasantry  under  his 

banner,  uniting  them  in  a  common  cause.  Their 

grievances  were  many  and  varied,  from  oppressive 

taxation to  the harsh treatment meted out  by feudal 

lords.

The  spark  that  ignited  the  rebellion  was  a  poll  tax 

levied  by  the  crown,  a  final  straw  that  broke  the 

camel's  back.  The  peasants  rose  up  in  revolt,  their 

anger and desperation finding expression in a wave of 

violence  that  swept  across  the  countryside.  Manors 

were  attacked,  tax  records  were  burned,  and  the 

symbols of feudal authority were toppled.

The  rebellion  reached  its  zenith  when  the  peasant 

army marched on London, a city gripped by fear and 

uncertainty.  The  rebels'  demands  were  simple  yet 

radical: an end to serfdom, a reduction in taxes, and a 
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more just and equitable society. The king, Richard II, 

initially attempted to negotiate with the rebels, but his 

promises proved hollow, and the revolt spiraled into a 

bloody confrontation.

The  Battle  of  Mile  End,  fought  on  the  outskirts  of 

London,  was  a  turning  point  in  the  rebellion.  The 

peasant  army,  despite  its  initial  successes,  was 

ultimately defeated by the superior forces of the king. 

Wat Tyler was killed in the battle, a devastating blow to 

the morale of the rebels.
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Book Description

In the tumultuous year of 1381, England was rocked by 

a rebellion that would forever change the course of its 

history. The Peasants' Revolt, a cataclysmic uprising of 

the  downtrodden  masses,  challenged  the  very 

foundations of feudal society and left an indelible mark 

on the nation's psyche.

This book takes you on a journey into the heart of this 

extraordinary  event,  delving  into  the  grievances,  the 

struggles,  and  the  aspirations  of  the  peasant  rebels. 

You'll  meet  Wat  Tyler,  the  charismatic  leader  who 

emerged  from  their  ranks,  a  man  of  unwavering 

conviction  who  dared  to  dream  of  a  more  just  and 

equitable society.

Through  vivid  storytelling  and  meticulous  research, 

this  book  brings  to  life  the  events  of  the  Peasants' 

Revolt,  from  the  simmering  discontent  in  the 

countryside to the explosive eruption of violence that 
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shook the realm. You'll witness the storming of manors, 

the burning of tax records, and the assault on London, 

the seat of royal power.

But  beyond the  battles  and the  bloodshed,  this  book 

explores the deeper significance of the Peasants' Revolt. 

It  examines  the  social  and  economic  conditions  that 

gave  rise  to  the  rebellion,  the  clash  between  feudal 

authority  and  the  yearning  for  freedom,  and  the 

enduring  legacy  of  this  pivotal  moment  in  English 

history.

This  book  is  not  merely  a  historical  account;  it  is  a 

testament  to  the  power  of  collective  action,  the 

indomitable  spirit  of  those  who  dare  to  challenge 

oppression, and the enduring struggle for a more just 

and equitable world. It is a story that resonates across 

the centuries, a reminder that the fight for freedom and 

equality is a continuous journey.

Within these pages, you'll find a gripping narrative, a 

profound analysis,  and a fresh perspective on one of 
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the  most  important  events  in  English  history.  The 

Peasants' Revolt of 1381 is a story that deserves to be 

told and retold, a story that continues to inspire and 

challenge us to this day.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of Unrest

The Plight of the English Peasantry

In the heart of medieval England, the peasantry toiled 

under the weight of an oppressive feudal system. Their 

lives  were  defined  by  backbreaking  labor,  meager 

sustenance, and the constant threat of violence. Tied to 

the land,  they were at  the mercy of their lords,  who 

demanded exorbitant rents and services.

A Harsh Existence:

Peasants  lived  in  small  villages,  huddled  together  in 

crude  huts  with  thatched  roofs  and  earthen  floors. 

Their  days  began before  dawn and ended well  after 

dusk,  spent  in  the  fields  or  tending  to  their  meager 

livestock. The work was relentless, the hours long, and 

the conditions often hazardous.

Feudal Obligations:
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Peasants were bound to their lords by a web of feudal 

obligations.  They were required to pay rent,  often in 

the form of a portion of their crops or livestock. They 

were also obligated to provide labor services, such as 

working on the lord's demesne or repairing roads and 

bridges. These obligations left them with little time or 

energy to tend to their own plots of land.

Economic Hardship:

The peasantry was perpetually  trapped in  a  cycle  of 

poverty. Their meager earnings were barely enough to 

cover  their  basic  needs,  leaving  them  vulnerable  to 

even the slightest  economic shock.  A poor harvest,  a 

livestock disease,  or  an unexpected tax could plunge 

them into destitution.

Legal and Social Injustice:

Peasants had no legal rights and were at the mercy of 

the  manorial  courts,  which  were  controlled  by  the 

lords.  They  could  be  fined,  imprisoned,  or  even 
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executed  on the  whim of  their  lord.  They  were  also 

excluded from most aspects of political and social life, 

denied the right to vote or hold office.

Seeds of Discontent:

The harsh realities of peasant life bred a deep-seated 

resentment towards the feudal system and the ruling 

class.  This  discontent  simmered beneath the  surface, 

waiting for a spark to ignite it. The Peasants' Revolt of 

1381  was  that  spark,  a  rebellion  born  out  of 

desperation and a yearning for justice.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of Unrest

Seeds  of  Discontent:  Economic  and  Social 

Grievances

The Peasants' Revolt of 1381 was not a sudden eruption 

of violence,  but rather the culmination of decades of 

simmering  discontent  among  the  English  peasantry. 

The seeds of this discontent were sown in the economic 

and social conditions of the late 14th century.

The  Black  Death,  which  struck  England  in  the  mid-

1340s,  had  a  profound  impact  on  the  social  and 

economic  fabric  of  the  nation.  The  plague  killed  an 

estimated one-third of the population, creating a severe 

labor  shortage.  This  led  to  an  increase  in  wages  for 

those  who  survived,  but  also  to  a  rise  in  prices  as 

landowners and merchants sought to profit from the 

situation.

The peasantry, already struggling under the burden of 

feudal dues and obligations, found themselves caught 
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in  a  vise.  They were forced to  pay higher  rents  and 

taxes,  while  their  wages  failed  to  keep  pace  with 

inflation.  Many  peasants  were  also  forced  to  work 

longer hours and under harsher conditions.

In addition to these economic grievances, the peasants 

also suffered from a number of social injustices. They 

were denied basic rights and freedoms, and were often 

treated with contempt by the ruling class. They were 

also  subject  to  arbitrary  fines  and punishments,  and 

had no say in the laws that governed their lives.

The resentment and frustration of the peasantry was 

further fueled by the ostentatious wealth and luxury 

enjoyed  by  the  nobility  and  the  Church.  While  the 

peasants lived in poverty and squalor, the ruling class 

indulged in lavish lifestyles, spending their wealth on 

extravagant clothing, food, and entertainment.

These economic and social grievances created a deep 

sense of injustice among the peasantry. They felt that 

they were being exploited and oppressed by a system 
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that was stacked against them. This discontent would 

eventually  find expression  in  the  Peasants'  Revolt  of 

1381,  when  the  peasantry  rose  up  in  a  desperate 

attempt to  change their  lives  and create a  more just 

and equitable society.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of Unrest

The Harsh Realities of Medieval Life

In  the  14th  century,  the  vast  majority  of  people  in 

England  were  peasants,  living  in  small  villages  and 

working  the  land.  Their  lives  were  harsh  and 

unforgiving, filled with toil, poverty, and oppression.

The weight of feudalism: The backbone of medieval 

society  was  feudalism,  a  system  that  divided  society 

into distinct classes, with the nobility and the Church at 

the top and the peasants at the bottom. Peasants were 

bound  to  the  land  they  worked,  and  they  owed  a 

variety  of  dues  and  services  to  their  lord,  including 

labor,  rent,  and  taxes.  These  obligations  were  often 

excessive and left the peasants with little to live on.

Backbreaking labor: The peasants' days began before 

dawn and ended well after sunset. They worked in the 

fields,  tending  crops  and  livestock,  regardless  of  the 

weather. The work was grueling and monotonous, and 
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there was little respite. Even children were expected to 

contribute  to  the  family's  livelihood,  often  working 

alongside their parents in the fields.

Subsistence living: The peasants lived on the brink of 

starvation. Their diet consisted mainly of bread, cheese, 

and vegetables,  with meat being a rare luxury.  They 

lived in small,  crowded cottages,  often with animals, 

and sanitation was poor. Disease was rampant, and life 

expectancy was low.

Legal and social constraints: Peasants had few rights 

and were at  the mercy of  their  lord.  They could not 

leave their village without permission, and they could 

be  punished  severely  for  any  perceived  infraction. 

Women had even fewer rights and were often treated 

as property.

The  seeds  of  discontent: The  harsh  realities  of 

medieval life sowed the seeds of discontent among the 

peasantry. They resented the oppressive feudal system 

and the exploitation they suffered at the hands of the 
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nobility and the Church. These resentments simmered 

beneath the surface, waiting for a spark to ignite them. 
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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