
Policing Partnerships

Introduction

Citizen policing is a growing trend in the United States, 

with  more  and  more  communities  turning  to 

volunteers to help keep their streets safe. Citizen police 

officers  are  unpaid  volunteers  who  work  alongside 

sworn  police  officers  to  perform  a  variety  of  law 

enforcement tasks,  such as  patrolling neighborhoods, 

responding to calls for service, and conducting traffic 

stops.

Citizen policing has a long history in the United States, 

dating back to  the early  days  of  the republic.  In  the 

18th and 19th centuries, citizen patrols were common 

in many communities, and they played a vital role in 

maintaining law and order. In the 20th century, citizen 

policing  declined  somewhat,  but  it  has  seen  a 

resurgence in recent years due to the rising costs of law 
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enforcement  and  the  increasing  demand  for  public 

safety services.

There  are  many  different  types  of  citizen  policing 

programs,  but  they  all  share  a  common  goal:  to 

improve public safety by involving citizens in the law 

enforcement  process.  Citizen  police  officers  can 

perform a variety of tasks, depending on the needs of 

their community and the policies of their department. 

Some common tasks include:

 Patrolling neighborhoods and business districts

 Responding to calls for service

 Conducting traffic stops

 Issuing citations

 Making arrests

 Conducting crime prevention activities

 Providing community service

Citizen  policing  has  many  benefits  for  communities. 

Citizen police officers can help to:
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 Reduce crime rates

 Improve public safety

 Increase  community  involvement  in  law 

enforcement

 Build  trust  between  the  police  and  the 

community

 Provide  a  cost-effective  way  to  supplement 

sworn police officers

However,  citizen  policing  also  has  some  challenges. 

Some of the challenges facing citizen policing include:

 The  lack  of  training  and  experience  of  citizen 

police officers

 The potential for liability

 The risk of burnout

Despite these challenges, citizen policing is a valuable 

tool for communities that are looking to improve public 

safety.  With  proper  training,  support,  and  oversight, 
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citizen  police  officers  can  make  a  significant 

contribution to their communities.
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Book Description

In a time of rising crime rates and shrinking budgets, 

communities  across  the  United  States  are  turning  to 

citizen  policing  as  a  way  to  improve  public  safety. 

Citizen policing is a growing trend in which volunteers 

work  alongside  sworn  police  officers  to  perform  a 

variety  of  law  enforcement  tasks,  such  as  patrolling 

neighborhoods,  responding  to  calls  for  service,  and 

conducting traffic stops.

This  book  provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of 

citizen  policing  in  the  United  States.  It  covers  the 

history of citizen policing, the different types of citizen 

policing  programs,  the  benefits  and  challenges  of 

citizen  policing,  and  the  legal  issues  surrounding 

citizen policing. The book also includes case studies of 

citizen policing programs from across the country.

This book is an essential resource for anyone interested 

in  citizen  policing.  It  is  a  valuable  tool  for  law 
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enforcement  professionals,  community  leaders,  and 

citizens who want to learn more about this important 

topic.

Citizen policing has the potential to make a significant 

contribution to public safety. However, it is important 

to note that citizen policing is not a panacea. It is one 

tool that can be used to improve public safety, but it is 

not a substitute for sworn police officers.

Citizen  policing  programs must  be  carefully  planned 

and  implemented  in  order  to  be  successful.  Citizen 

police  officers  must  be  properly  trained  and 

supervised, and they must have clear guidelines on the 

scope of their authority.

Despite  the  challenges,  citizen  policing  has  the 

potential  to  make  a  real  difference  in  communities 

across  the  United  States.  This  book  provides  the 

information  and  insights  that  communities  need  to 

develop  and  implement  successful  citizen  policing 

programs.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  Citizen 

Policing

Topic 1: The Origins of Citizen Policing

The origins of citizen policing can be traced back to the 

early days of the American republic.  In the 18th and 

19th centuries, citizen patrols were common in many 

communities,  and  they  played  a  vital  role  in 

maintaining  law  and  order.  These  patrols  were 

typically made up of volunteers who would take turns 

patrolling  their  neighborhoods  and  businesses.  They 

would watch for suspicious activity and report it to the 

authorities. In some cases, they would even apprehend 

criminals themselves.

Citizen patrols  were particularly  common in frontier 

communities, where there were often no professional 

law enforcement officers. In these communities, citizen 

patrols  were  essential  for  keeping  the  peace  and 

protecting property. As towns and cities grew, citizen 
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patrols became less common. However, they continued 

to  exist  in  some  communities,  and  they  even 

experienced  a  resurgence  in  popularity  in  the  1960s 

and 1970s.

Today, citizen policing is a growing trend in the United 

States.  More  and  more  communities  are  turning  to 

volunteers to help keep their streets safe. Citizen police 

officers  work  alongside  sworn  police  officers  to 

perform a variety  of  law enforcement  tasks,  such as 

patrolling  neighborhoods,  responding  to  calls  for 

service, and conducting traffic stops.

Citizen  policing  has  many  benefits  for  communities. 

Citizen police officers can help to:

 Reduce crime rates

 Improve public safety

 Increase  community  involvement  in  law 

enforcement

 Build  trust  between  the  police  and  the 

community
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 Provide  a  cost-effective  way  to  supplement 

sworn police officers

However,  citizen  policing  also  has  some  challenges. 

Some of the challenges facing citizen policing include:

 The  lack  of  training  and  experience  of  citizen 

police officers

 The potential for liability

 The risk of burnout

Despite these challenges, citizen policing is a valuable 

tool for communities that are looking to improve public 

safety.  With  proper  training,  support,  and  oversight, 

citizen  police  officers  can  make  a  significant 

contribution to their communities.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  Citizen 

Policing

Topic 2:  The Evolution of Citizen Policing in 

the United States

In the early days of the United States, citizen policing 

was a  necessity.  With vast  territories  to  cover and a 

limited  number  of  law  enforcement  officers, 

communities relied on citizens to help keep the peace. 

Citizen patrols were common, and citizens often took it 

upon themselves  to  arrest  criminals  and enforce the 

law.

As the country grew and developed, the role of citizen 

policing  changed.  Professional  law  enforcement 

agencies  were  established,  and  the  need  for  citizen 

patrols  declined.  However,  citizen  policing  did  not 

disappear  entirely.  In  many  communities,  citizens 

continued  to  volunteer  their  time  to  help  law 

enforcement officers.
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In the 20th century, citizen policing saw a resurgence. 

This  was  due  in  part  to  the  rising  costs  of  law 

enforcement  and  the  increasing  demand  for  public 

safety services. Citizen policing was seen as a way to 

supplement sworn police officers and provide a cost-

effective way to improve public safety.

Today,  citizen  policing  is  a  vital  part  of  law 

enforcement in the United States. Citizen police officers 

serve  in  a  variety  of  roles,  from  patrolling 

neighborhoods to responding to calls for service. They 

play  an  important  role  in  keeping  communities  safe 

and helping to build trust between the police and the 

community.

Citizen  policing  has  evolved  over  time,  but  its  core 

mission remains the same: to help keep communities 

safe.  Citizen  police  officers  are  volunteers  who  are 

dedicated to making a difference in their communities. 

They work alongside sworn police officers to prevent 
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crime, reduce fear, and improve the quality of life for 

all.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  Citizen 

Policing

Topic  3:  The  Role  of  Citizen  Policing  in  the 

21st Century

In  the  21st  century,  citizen  policing  has  become  an 

increasingly  important  tool  for  law  enforcement 

agencies. This is due to a number of factors, including 

the  rising  costs  of  law  enforcement,  the  increasing 

demand  for  public  safety  services,  and  the  growing 

complexity of crime.

Citizen police officers can play a vital role in helping 

law  enforcement  agencies  to  meet  these  challenges. 

They can help to:

 Reduce crime rates: Citizen police officers can 

help to  reduce crime rates  by deterring crime, 

apprehending criminals, and providing a visible 

presence in the community.
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 Improve  public  safety: Citizen  police  officers 

can help to improve public safety by responding 

to calls for service, conducting traffic stops, and 

providing crime prevention activities.

 Increase  community  involvement  in  law 

enforcement: Citizen police officers can help to 

increase  community  involvement  in  law 

enforcement by building trust between the police 

and  the  community,  and  by  providing 

opportunities  for  citizens  to  participate  in  the 

law enforcement process.

 Provide  a  cost-effective  way  to  supplement 

sworn police officers: Citizen police officers can 

provide  a  cost-effective  way  to  supplement 

sworn police officers, by performing a variety of 

tasks that would otherwise have to be performed 

by sworn officers.

As the role of citizen policing continues to grow, it is 

important  to  ensure  that  citizen  police  officers  are 
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properly trained and supported. Citizen police officers 

should receive training in a variety of areas, including 

law  enforcement  procedures,  firearms  safety,  and 

community  relations.  They  should  also  be  provided 

with  the  equipment  and  resources  they  need  to 

perform their duties safely and effectively.

With  proper  training  and  support,  citizen  police 

officers can make a significant contribution to public 

safety.  They can help to reduce crime rates,  improve 

public safety, increase community involvement in law 

enforcement,  and  provide  a  cost-effective  way  to 

supplement sworn police officers.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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