The Cracked Mirror

Introduction

The flickering images on the screen are a portal to
another world, a world where the familiar and the
strange collide, where the boundaries of reality are
blurred, and where the power of the moving image is
unleashed to challenge, provoke, and inspire. This is
the world of radical television, a countercultural
movement that emerged in the 1960s and 1970s,
breaking free from the conventions of mainstream

media to explore the fringes of society, art, and politics.

Radical television was a product of its time, a time of
social upheaval and political unrest. The Vietnam War,
the civil rights movement, and the rise of
counterculture movements created a fertile ground for
artists and filmmakers to challenge the status quo and

to use their work as a tool for social change. They
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rejected the traditional narrative structures and
sanitized portrayals of reality that dominated
mainstream television, instead embracing ambiguity,
symbolism, and a willingness to confront difficult and

controversial subjects.

The result was a body of work that was as diverse as it
was challenging. Radical television programs tackled
issues of race, class, gender, sexuality, and power. They
explored the dark recesses of the human psyche and
the hidden corners of society. They defied censorship
and pushed the boundaries of what was considered

acceptable for broadcast.

But radical television was more than just a form of
entertainment. It was a movement, a collective of
artists and activists who shared a common vision of
using the power of television to create a more just and
equitable society. They believed that television could be
a tool for education, for raising awareness, and for

inspiring people to action.



The legacy of radical television is still felt today. Its
influence can be seen in the work of contemporary
filmmakers and television creators who continue to
push the boundaries of the medium. It is a reminder
that television has the power to change the world, to
challenge our assumptions, and to open our eyes to

new possibilities.



Book Description

In the tumultuous era of the 1960s and 1970s, a
revolutionary force emerged from the fringes of the
television landscape, shattering the boundaries of
conventional storytelling and challenging the very
foundations of the medium. This was radical television,
a countercultural movement that defied censorship,
embraced ambiguity, and used the power of the
moving image to confront the pressing social and

political issues of the day.

"The Cracked Mirror: Radical Television and the Power
of the Image" takes a deep dive into this
groundbreaking movement, exploring the key figures,
programs, and themes that defined radical television.
From the experimental works of independent
filmmakers to the provocative output of underground
collectives, this book sheds light on a hidden chapter in
television history, revealing the profound impact it had

on society and culture.
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Through in-depth analysis and insightful commentary,
"The Cracked Mirror" examines the ways in which
radical television challenged traditional notions of
representation, representation, and narrative. It
explores the movement's exploration of taboo subjects,
its critique of consumerism and capitalism, and its

unwavering commitment to social justice.

This book is a testament to the enduring power of
radical television, its ability to push boundaries,
provoke thought, and inspire action. It is a must-read
for anyone interested in the history of television, the
role of media in society, and the ongoing struggle for a

more just and equitable world.



Chapter 1: The Shattered Illusion

The Rise of Counterculture

The 1960s and 1970s were a time of great social and
political upheaval in the United States. The Vietnam
War, the civil rights movement, and the rise of the
counterculture challenged traditional values and
institutions. This period also saw a surge of creativity

and experimentation in the arts, including television.

The counterculture was a loose collection of
individuals and groups who rejected the mainstream
values and norms of the time. They were often critical
of the government, big business, and the military-
industrial complex. They advocated for peace, love, and

personal freedom.

The counterculture had a profound impact on
television. It inspired a new generation of filmmakers
and television creators to challenge the status quo and

to use their work to express their political and social
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views. These artists and activists used television to
explore issues of race, class, gender, sexuality, and
power. They also experimented with new forms of

storytelling and visual expression.

The rise of the counterculture and the emergence of
radical television were two sides of the same coin. They
were both expressions of a desire for change, a desire
to break free from the constraints of the past and to

create a new and better world.
The Influence of the Counterculture on Television

The counterculture had a significant impact on the
content and style of television programming in the
1960s and 1970s. Countercultural values and themes
began to appear in mainstream television shows, such
as "All in the Family" and "MAS*H." These shows
tackled controversial issues such as the Vietnam War,

racism, and sexism.



The counterculture also inspired the creation of new,
more experimental television programs. These
programs, which were often produced outside of the
traditional studio system, were more likely to challenge
conventional notions of narrative, form, and style.
They often featured non-traditional characters and
storylines, and they were often critical of the status

quo.

The counterculture's influence on television was not
limited to the United States. It also had a significant
impact on television in other countries, such as the
United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia. In these
countries, countercultural values and themes also
began to appear in mainstream television shows, and
new, more experimental television programs were

created.

The rise of the counterculture and the emergence of
radical television were two of the most important

developments in the history of television. They



changed the way that television was made, and they
opened up new possibilities for what television could

be.



Chapter 1: The Shattered Illusion

The Influence of Social Movements

The rise of radical television in the 1960s and 1970s
cannot be separated from the social and political
upheavals of the time. The Vietnam War, the civil
rights movement, and the counterculture movement all
contributed to a climate of unrest and a desire for

change.

Radical television emerged as a means of expressing
the concerns and frustrations of marginalized and
disenfranchised groups. It provided a platform for
voices that were often ignored or suppressed by
mainstream media. Filmmakers and artists used
television to challenge the status quo, to expose social

injustices, and to promote progressive causes.

One of the most significant influences on radical
television was the civil rights movement. The struggle

for racial equality in the United States was a major
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social and political issue of the time, and it inspired a
number of radical television programs to address the
issue head-on. These programs often featured
interviews with civil rights leaders, footage of protests
and demonstrations, and dramatic portrayals of the
experiences of African Americans in a segregated

society.

Another important influence on radical television was
the counterculture movement. The counterculture was
a youth-led movement that rejected the values and
norms of mainstream society. It embraced
experimentation, individualism, and a rejection of
authority. Countercultural values were reflected in
many radical television programs, which often
featured characters who were outsiders, rebels, or

revolutionaries.

Radical television also drew inspiration from the anti-
war movement. The Vietham War was a deeply

unpopular war, and it sparked a wave of protests and
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demonstrations across the United States. Radical
television programs often featured anti-war messages
and imagery, and they played a role in raising

awareness of the war and its human cost.

The social and political movements of the 1960s and
1970s provided a fertile ground for the growth of
radical television. These movements created a demand
for alternative forms of media that could challenge the
status quo and provide a voice to the voiceless. Radical
television responded to this demand, and it played an
important role in shaping the cultural and political

landscape of the time.
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Chapter 1: The Shattered Illusion

The Changing Landscape of Media

The 1960s and 1970s witnessed a profound
transformation in the media landscape. The rise of
television as a dominant form of mass media had a
profound impact on society and culture. Television
brought news, entertainment, and information into
people's living rooms, shaping their perceptions of the

world and influencing their values and beliefs.

Traditional television networks, such as CBS, NBC, and
ABC, dominated the airwaves, offering a carefully
curated selection of programming that was designed to
appeal to the widest possible audience. However, this
narrow focus left little room for experimentation or

innovation.

Into this staid and conservative environment came a
new generation of filmmakers and artists who were

eager to break free from the constraints of mainstream
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television. They were inspired by the countercultural
movements of the time, which were challenging
traditional values and institutions. They saw television
as a powerful tool for social change and used it to
explore controversial topics and to give voice to

marginalized communities.

This new wave of radical television emerged alongside
other countercultural movements, such as the civil
rights movement, the anti-war movement, and the
feminist movement. It was a time of great social and
political upheaval, and radical television reflected the

turmoil of the times.

Radical television also drew inspiration from the
emerging field of video art. Video artists were using
video technology to create experimental and non-
narrative works that challenged traditional notions of
what art could be. Radical television filmmakers

incorporated video art techniques into their work,
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creating visually stunning and thought-provoking

programs that pushed the boundaries of the medium.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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