The Rabbit Keeper's Guide

Introduction

Rabbits are fascinating and rewarding pets that can
bring years of joy to your life. They are relatively low-
maintenance animals, but they do require some basic
care and attention in order to stay healthy and happy.
This book will provide you with all the information you
need to know about caring for your rabbit, from
choosing the right breed to feeding, grooming, and

providing a safe and stimulating environment.

Rabbits are social animals and should never be kept
alone. If you are thinking about getting a rabbit, it is
important to do your research and make sure that you
are prepared to provide the care and attention that
they need. Rabbits can live for up to 10 years, so it is a

long-term commitment.



Rabbits are herbivores and their diet should consist
mainly of hay, fresh vegetables, and pellets. Hay is
essential for rabbits' digestive health and should be
available at all times. Fresh vegetables provide rabbits
with vitamins and minerals, and pellets provide them

with protein and other nutrients.

Rabbits need regular grooming to keep their fur clean
and free of mats. They should be brushed at least once
a week, and more often during shedding season.
Rabbits also need to have their nails trimmed

regularly.

Rabbits are very active animals and need plenty of
space to exercise and play. They should have a hutch or
cage that is at least four times their body length, and
they should be allowed out of their enclosure for

several hours each day to run and explore.

Rabbits are very social animals and enjoy spending
time with their human companions. They are also very

curious and playful, and they love to explore their
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surroundings. Rabbits can make wonderful pets for
people of all ages, and they can bring years of joy and

companionship to your life.

This book will provide you with all the information you
need to know about caring for your rabbit, from
choosing the right breed to feeding, grooming, and
providing a safe and stimulating environment. With
proper care, your rabbit can live a long and healthy life

and be a beloved member of your family.



Book Description

The Rabbit Keeper's Guide is the ultimate guide to
caring for your rabbit. This comprehensive book covers
everything you need to know about rabbits, from
choosing the right breed to feeding, grooming, and

providing a safe and stimulating environment.

The Rabbit Keeper's Guide is packed with practical
advice and tips from experienced rabbit owners and
veterinarians. You'll learn how to choose the right
rabbit for your lifestyle, how to feed your rabbit a
healthy diet, and how to groom your rabbit to keep it
healthy and happy. You'll also find information on
common rabbit health problems, how to prevent them,

and how to treat them if they occur.

The Rabbit Keeper's Guide is also a great resource for
rabbit enthusiasts who want to learn more about the
fascinating world of rabbits. You'll learn about rabbit

history, behavior, and breeds. You'll also find



information on rabbit showing, rabbit breeding, and

rabbit crafts.

Whether you're a new rabbit owner or an experienced
rabbit enthusiast, The Rabbit Keeper's Guide is the
only book you need to care for your rabbit and ensure

that it lives a long, healthy, and happy life.

Pasquale De Marco is a lifelong rabbit lover and
breeder. She has written extensively about rabbits and
has been featured in numerous rabbit magazines and
publications. She is also a member of the American
Rabbit Breeders Association and the House Rabbit

Society.



Chapter 1: Welcome to the World of
Rabbits

What is a rabbit

Rabbits are small, furry mammals that belong to the
order Lagomorpha. They are closely related to hares,
but rabbits have shorter ears and are generally smaller
in size. Rabbits are native to Europe and Africa, but
they have been introduced to other parts of the world,
including North America, South America, and

Australia.

Rabbits are social animals and live in colonies. They
are herbivores and their diet consists mainly of grasses,
leaves, and vegetables. Rabbits are very active animals

and spend much of their time hopping and playing.

Rabbits are popular pets because they are relatively
low-maintenance and can be very affectionate. They
are also very curious and playful, and they love to

explore their surroundings. Rabbits can make
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wonderful pets for people of all ages, and they can

bring years of joy and companionship to your life.
Physical characteristics

Rabbits have a soft, dense fur that can be a variety of
colors, including white, black, brown, and gray. They
also have long ears that are lined with fur to help them
hear predators. Rabbits have powerful hind legs that

they use to hop and jump.

Rabbits are sexually mature at around 4-6 months of
age. Females are called does, and males are called
bucks. Does can have up to 12 litters of babies per year,

with each litter consisting of 4-12 babies.
Behavior

Rabbits are social animals and live in colonies. They
are very active animals and spend much of their time
hopping and playing. Rabbits are also very curious and

playful, and they love to explore their surroundings.



Rabbits are prey animals and are very wary of
predators. They will often run and hide if they feel
threatened. Rabbits are also very vocal animals and
will make a variety of sounds to communicate with

each other.
Diet

Rabbits are herbivores and their diet consists mainly of
grasses, leaves, and vegetables. They also eat hay,
which is essential for their digestive health. Rabbits
need to eat a lot of food to stay healthy, so it is
important to make sure that they always have access to

fresh food and water.
Health

Rabbits are generally healthy animals, but they can be
susceptible to a variety of health problems, including
respiratory infections, digestive problems, and skin

infections. It is important to take your rabbit to the vet



for regular checkups to help prevent and treat health

problems.



Chapter 1: Welcome to the World of
Rabbits

Different breeds of rabbits

There are over 50 recognized breeds of rabbits, each
with its own unique characteristics. Some of the most

popular breeds include:

Holland Lop: A small breed with distinctive
floppy ears, the Holland Lop is known for its
friendly and docile personality.

e Netherland Dwarf: The smallest breed of rabbit,
the Netherland Dwarf is a popular choice for pet
owners due to its small size and playful nature.

e Mini Rex: A medium-sized breed with a soft,
velvety coat, the Mini Rex is known for its
intelligence and affectionate personality.

e New Zealand White: A large breed with a white

coat, the New Zealand White is a popular choice
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for meat production due to its fast growth rate
and large size.

e Rex: A medium-sized breed with a distinctive
curly coat, the Rex is known for its soft and plush

fur.

When choosing a rabbit breed, it is important to
consider your lifestyle and needs. If you are looking for
a small, friendly rabbit that is easy to care for, a
Holland Lop or Netherland Dwarf may be a good
choice. If you are looking for a larger rabbit that is
good for meat production, a New Zealand White may

be a better option.

In addition to the breeds listed above, there are many
other breeds of rabbits available. Your local rabbit
breeder or shelter can help you find the perfect breed

for your needs.
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Chapter 1: Welcome to the World of
Rabbits

Choosing the right rabbit for you

There are many different breeds of rabbits, each with
its unique personality and appearance. When choosing
a rabbit, it is important to consider your lifestyle and

needs.

If you are looking for a rabbit that is friendly and
affectionate, a dwarf rabbit or a Holland Lop might be
a good choice. These rabbits are known for their gentle

and loving personalities.

If you are looking for a rabbit that is more independent
and playful, a Mini Rex or a Lionhead rabbit might be a
better choice. These rabbits are known for their active

and curious personalities.

If you have children, it is important to choose a rabbit

that is good with kids. Some breeds, such as the
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Flemish Giant and the Californian, are known for being

gentle and patient with children.

It is also important to consider the size of your home
when choosing a rabbit. Some breeds, such as the
Flemish Giant, can grow to be quite large. If you have a
small home, you may want to choose a smaller breed,

such as a dwarf rabbit or a Holland Lop.

Once you have considered your lifestyle and needs, you
can start to narrow down your choices. Visit your local
animal shelter or rabbit rescue to meet different breeds

of rabbits and see which ones you like best.

Here are some additional tips for choosing the right

rabbit for you:

e Do your research. Learn as much as you can
about different breeds of rabbits before you

make a decision.
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e Visit a rabbit breeder or rescue. This is a great
way to meet different breeds of rabbits and see
how they interact with people and other animals.

e Ask your veterinarian for advice. Your
veterinarian can help you choose a rabbit that is

right for your lifestyle and needs.

With a little bit of research, you can find the perfect

rabbit to add to your family.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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