
The Treasure of South Bass Island

Introduction

South  Bass  Island  is  a  beautiful  and  historic  island 

located in Lake Erie, just off the coast of Ohio. It is a 

popular  tourist  destination,  known  for  its  stunning 

scenery,  rich  history,  and  abundant  recreational 

opportunities.

The  island  was  first  inhabited  by  Native  Americans, 

who called it "Ge-o-ya." The first Europeans to visit the 

island were French fur traders in the 17th century. The 

British also claimed the island for a time,  but it  was 

eventually ceded to the United States after the War of 

1812.

During the 19th century, South Bass Island became a 

popular destination for tourists, who were drawn to its 

natural  beauty  and  mild  climate.  The  island's 
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popularity continued to grow in the 20th century, and 

today it is one of the most popular tourist destinations 

in Ohio.

South Bass Island is home to a variety of attractions, 

including the Perry's  Victory and International Peace 

Memorial, the Crystal Cave, and the Heineman Winery. 

The  island  also  offers  a  variety  of  recreational 

opportunities, such as swimming, boating, fishing, and 

hiking.

In  addition  to  its  natural  beauty  and  recreational 

opportunities, South Bass Island is also home to a rich 

history. The island was the site of a major battle during 

the War of 1812, and it was also home to a number of 

Native American tribes. Today, the island is home to a 

variety  of  historical  sites,  including  the  Put-in-Bay 

Historical  Museum  and  the  South  Bass  Island 

Lighthouse.

South Bass Island is a unique and special place that has 

something to offer everyone. Whether you are looking 
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for a relaxing getaway or an adventure-filled vacation, 

you are sure to find it on South Bass Island.
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Book Description

The Treasure of South Bass Island is  the definitive 

guide to South Bass Island, Ohio. This comprehensive 

book covers  everything you need to  know about  the 

island's  history,  people,  geography,  economy, culture, 

government, education, recreation, transportation, and 

future.

Whether you are a lifelong resident, a seasonal visitor, 

or  a  first-time guest,  you are sure to  find something 

new and interesting in this book. The Treasure of South 

Bass Island is packed with information, including:

 The history of South Bass Island, from its Native 

American  roots  to  its  present-day  status  as  a 

popular tourist destination

 The people of South Bass Island, from the early 

settlers to the present-day community

 The geography of South Bass Island, including its 

location, topography, climate, flora, and fauna
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 The economy of South Bass Island, including the 

tourism industry, the fishing industry, the retail 

industry,  the  real  estate  industry,  and  the 

transportation industry

 The culture of  South Bass Island,  including the 

island's music, art, food, festivals, and folklore

 The government of South Bass Island, including 

the Village of Put-in-Bay, the Township of Put-in-

Bay, the Ottawa County Sheriff's Office, the Ohio 

Department of Natural Resources, and the United 

States Coast Guard

 The education of South Bass Island, including the 

Put-in-Bay School District, the South Bass Island 

Community  School,  the  Ohio  State  University 

Stone Laboratory, the Lakeside Chautauqua, and 

the Put-in-Bay Yacht Club Sailing School

 The  recreation  of  South  Bass  Island,  including 

the  State  Park,  the  Perry's  Victory  and 

International Peace Memorial, the Crystal Cave, 
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the Heineman Winery,  and the Put-in-Bay Golf 

Club

 The  transportation  of  South  Bass  Island, 

including the Miller Boat  Line,  the Jet  Express, 

the Put-in-Bay Airport, the Island Transit System, 

and private boats

 The  future  of  South  Bass  Island,  including  the 

challenges  facing  the  island,  the  opportunities 

for the island, the vision for the island, the role 

of  the  community,  and  the  role  of  the 

government

The Treasure of South Bass Island is the essential guide 

to South Bass Island. Whether you are planning a visit 

or simply want to learn more about this unique and 

special place, this book is a must-read.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  South  Bass 

Island

The Native American Era

The  Native  Americans  were  the  first  inhabitants  of 

South  Bass  Island.  They  called  the  island  "Ge-o-ya," 

which means "beautiful island." The Native Americans 

lived on the island for thousands of years, and they left 

behind a rich legacy of culture and history.

The  Native  Americans  on  South  Bass  Island  were 

primarily hunters and gatherers.  They lived in small 

villages and relied on the island's natural resources for 

survival.  The  Native  Americans  were  also  skilled 

fishermen, and they often used canoes to travel around 

the island and to fish in the surrounding waters.

The Native Americans on South Bass Island were also 

skilled craftspeople.  They made pottery,  baskets,  and 

other  items  from  natural  materials.  The  Native 

Americans  also  had  a  rich  oral  tradition,  and  they 
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passed down stories  and legends  from generation to 

generation.

The Native Americans lived on South Bass Island for 

thousands of years, but their way of life was disrupted 

by the arrival of European settlers in the 17th century. 

The European settlers brought with them new diseases 

and new technologies, and they quickly began to take 

over the island's resources.

By the 19th century,  the Native Americans had been 

largely  displaced  from  South  Bass  Island.  However, 

their legacy continues to live on in the island's place 

names and in the stories and legends that are still told 

today.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  South  Bass 

Island

The French and British Era

The French were the first Europeans to visit South Bass 

Island. In 1680, René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, 

claimed the island for  France and named it  "Île  aux 

Fleurs"  (Island of  Flowers).  The French established a 

trading post on the island, but they did not settle there 

permanently.

The British took control of South Bass Island in 1760, 

after the French and Indian War. The British renamed 

the  island  "Put-in-Bay,"  after  the  bay  on  the  island's 

north shore. The British used Put-in-Bay as a naval base 

during the American Revolutionary War.

After the American Revolutionary War, Put-in-Bay was 

ceded to the United States. The island was part of the 

Northwest  Territory  until  1803,  when  it  was 

transferred to the state of Ohio.
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The French and British era had a significant impact on 

South Bass Island. The French were the first Europeans 

to visit the island, and they gave it its first European 

name.  The  British  established  a  naval  base  on  the 

island,  and  they  used  it  during  the  American 

Revolutionary  War.  The  British  also  renamed  the 

island Put-in-Bay, which is the name it still bears today.
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Chapter  1:  The  History  of  South  Bass 

Island

The War of 1812

The  War  of  1812  was  a  conflict  between  the  United 

States and Great Britain that lasted from 1812 to 1815. 

The war was fought over a number of issues, including 

the impressment of  American sailors into the British 

Navy,  the British support  for  Native American tribes 

who  were  attacking  American  settlements,  and  the 

British blockade of American ports.

The  War  of  1812  was  a  major  turning  point  in 

American history. It was the first time that the United 

States had successfully defended itself against a foreign 

power, and it helped to establish the United States as a 

major world power.

The War of  1812 was  also  a  significant  event  in  the 

history of South Bass Island. The island was a strategic 

11



location during the war, and it was the site of a number 

of battles and skirmishes.

One of the most important battles of the War of 1812 

was  the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie,  which  was  fought  on 

September 10, 1813. The battle was a decisive American 

victory,  and it  helped to  secure  control  of  the  Great 

Lakes for the United States.

The War of 1812 had a lasting impact on South Bass 

Island. The island's population grew rapidly after the 

war, and it became a popular destination for tourists 

and vacationers.

The Battle of Put-in-Bay

One of the most important battles of the War of 1812 

was  the  Battle  of  Put-in-Bay,  which  was  fought  on 

September 10, 1813. The battle was a decisive American 

victory,  and it  helped to  secure  control  of  the  Great 

Lakes for the United States.
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The Battle of Put-in-Bay was fought between a British 

squadron commanded by Captain Robert Barclay and 

an  American  squadron  commanded  by  Commodore 

Oliver Hazard Perry. The British squadron was larger 

and more powerful than the American squadron, but 

Perry's  ships  were  better  manned  and  more 

experienced.

The battle began at about 10:00 AM on September 10, 

1813.  The British ships  opened fire on the American 

ships, and the two squadrons exchanged broadsides for 

several hours.  At about 2:30 PM, Perry's flagship, the 

USS Lawrence, was disabled. Perry then transferred his 

flag to the USS Niagara and continued to lead the battle.

The battle raged for another two hours, and the British 

ships  were  eventually  forced  to  surrender.  The 

American victory was a major turning point in the War 

of  1812,  and it  helped to secure control  of  the Great 

Lakes for the United States.

The Legacy of the War of 1812
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The War of 1812 had a lasting impact on South Bass 

Island. The island's population grew rapidly after the 

war, and it became a popular destination for tourists 

and vacationers.

The War of 1812 also helped to shape the identity of 

South Bass Island. The island's residents are proud of 

their  island's  role  in  the  war,  and  they  continue  to 

commemorate the Battle of Put-in-Bay each year.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

15



Table of Contents

Chapter 1:  The History of  South Bass Island -  The 

Native American Era - The French and British Era - The 

War of 1812 - The Commodore Perry Era - The Rise of 

Tourism

Chapter  2:  The  People  of  South  Bass  Island -  The 

Early  Settlers  -  The  Fishing  Industry  -  The  Tourism 

Industry - The Island Community - Notable Residents

Chapter 3: The Geography of South Bass Island - The 

Island's  Location  -  The  Island's  Topography  -  The 

Island's Climate - The Island's Flora - The Island's Fauna

Chapter 4: The Economy of South Bass Island - The 

Tourism Industry -  The Fishing Industry -  The Retail 

Industry  -  The  Real  Estate  Industry  -  The 

Transportation Industry

Chapter 5:  The Culture of  South Bass Island -  The 

Island's Music -  The Island's Art -  The Island's Food - 

The Island's Festivals - The Island's Folklore

16



Chapter 6: The Government of South Bass Island - 

The Village of Put-in-Bay - The Township of Put-in-Bay - 

The  Ottawa  County  Sheriff's  Office  -  The  Ohio 

Department of  Natural  Resources -  The United States 

Coast Guard

Chapter 7: The Education of South Bass Island - The 

Put-in-Bay  School  District  -  The  South  Bass  Island 

Community  School  -  The Ohio State  University  Stone 

Laboratory - The Lakeside Chautauqua - The Put-in-Bay 

Yacht Club Sailing School

Chapter 8: The Recreation of South Bass Island - The 

State Park - The Perry's Victory and International Peace 

Memorial - The Crystal Cave - The Heineman Winery - 

The Put-in-Bay Golf Club

Chapter 9: The Transportation of South Bass Island - 

The Miller Boat Line - The Jet Express - The Put-in-Bay 

Airport - The Island Transit System - Private Boats

17



Chapter 10:  The Future of South Bass Island -  The 

Challenges Facing the Island - The Opportunities for the 

Island  -  The  Vision  for  the  Island  -  The  Role  of  the 

Community - The Role of the Government 

18



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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