The Unseen Hand: Russian Intelligence

in France

Introduction

The Okhrana was the secret police of the Russian
Empire. It was established in 1881 to combat
revolutionary activity and maintain internal security.
The Okhrana had a wide-ranging mandate and was
responsible for a variety of activities, including
surveillance, counterintelligence, and  political

repression.

The Okhrana was active in both Russia and abroad. It
had a particularly strong presence in France, where it
maintained a large network of agents and informants.
The Okhrana's activities in France were focused on
monitoring Russian emigres and preventing them from

engaging in revolutionary activities.



The Okhrana was a highly effective organization and
played a major role in suppressing revolutionary
activity in Russia. However, it was also responsible for
a number of human rights abuses, including arbitrary

arrests, torture, and extrajudicial killings.

The Okhrana was disbanded in 1917 after the Russian
Revolution. However, its legacy continues to this day.
The Okhrana's methods of operation have been
adopted by other intelligence agencies around the
world, and its history is still studied by scholars and

historians.

The Unseen Hand: Russian Intelligence in France
provides a comprehensive overview of the Okhrana's
activities in France. The book draws on a wide range of
sources, including archival documents, memoirs, and
interviews with former Okhrana agents. It offers a
unique insight into the world of Russian intelligence

and the role it played in shaping the course of history.



This book is essential reading for anyone interested in
Russian history, intelligence, or international relations.
It is a valuable resource for scholars, students, and

general readers alike.



Book Description

The Okhrana was the secret police of the Russian
Empire. It was established in 1881 to combat
revolutionary activity and maintain internal security.
The Okhrana had a wide-ranging mandate and was
responsible for a variety of activities, including
surveillance, counterintelligence, and  political

repression.

The Okhrana was active in both Russia and abroad. It
had a particularly strong presence in France, where it
maintained a large network of agents and informants.
The Okhrana's activities in France were focused on
monitoring Russian emigres and preventing them from

engaging in revolutionary activities.

The Okhrana was a highly effective organization and
played a major role in suppressing revolutionary

activity in Russia. However, it was also responsible for



a number of human rights abuses, including arbitrary

arrests, torture, and extrajudicial killings.

The Okhrana was disbanded in 1917 after the Russian
Revolution. However, its legacy continues to this day.
The OKkhrana's methods of operation have been
adopted by other intelligence agencies around the
world, and its history is still studied by scholars and

historians.

The Unseen Hand: Russian Intelligence in France
provides a comprehensive overview of the Okhrana's
activities in France. The book draws on a wide range of
sources, including archival documents, memoirs, and
interviews with former Okhrana agents. It offers a
unique insight into the world of Russian intelligence

and the role it played in shaping the course of history.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in
Russian history, intelligence, or international relations.
It is a valuable resource for scholars, students, and

general readers alike.



Chapter 1: The Genesis of Russian

Intelligence in France

1. The Birth of the Okhrana

The Okhrana, the secret police of the Russian Empire,
was born in the aftermath of the assassination of Tsar
Alexander II in 1881. In the wake of the assassination,
the government was determined to crack down on

revolutionary activity and maintain internal security.

The Okhrana was established by a decree of Tsar
Alexander IIT in 1881. It was initially known as the
Department for the Protection of Public Order and
Security, but it was soon renamed the Okhrana. The
Okhrana was headquartered in Saint Petersburg, but it
had branches in all the major cities of the Russian

Empire.

The Okhrana's mission was to protect the Tsar and the
Russian state from internal threats. It was responsible

for a wide range of activities, including surveillance,
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counterintelligence, and political repression. The
Okhrana was also responsible for maintaining a
network of informants and agents throughout the

Russian Empire.

The Okhrana was a highly effective organization. It
played a major role in suppressing revolutionary
activity in Russia. However, it was also responsible for
a number of human rights abuses, including arbitrary

arrests, torture, and extrajudicial killings.

The Okhrana was disbanded in 1917 after the Russian
Revolution. However, its legacy continues to this day.
The OKkhrana's methods of operation have been
adopted by other intelligence agencies around the
world, and its history is still studied by scholars and

historians.



Chapter 1: The Genesis of Russian

Intelligence in France

2. The Early Years of the Paris Bureau

The Okhrana's Paris Bureau was established in 1885,
shortly after the assassination of Tsar Alexander II. The
bureau's mission was to monitor Russian emigres and

prevent them from engaging in revolutionary activities.

The first head of the Paris Bureau was Pyotr
Rachkovsky, a former police officer who had a
reputation for being ruthless and efficient. Rachkovsky
quickly established a network of agents and informants
throughout France. He also developed a close
relationship with the French police, who provided him

with valuable intelligence on Russian emigres.

Under Rachkovsky's leadership, the Paris Bureau
became one of the most effective intelligence agencies
in Europe. The bureau's agents were able to infiltrate

Russian emigre groups and gather information on their
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plans and activities. They also carried out a number of
covert operations, including the assassination of

several prominent Russian revolutionaries.

The Paris Bureau's activities were not limited to
France. The bureau also played a role in suppressing
revolutionary activity in other countries, including
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. The bureau's
agents worked closely with local police forces to
identify and arrest Russian revolutionaries. They also
provided financial support to anti-revolutionary

organizations.

The Paris Bureau's activities were controversial from
the start. The bureau was accused of human rights
abuses, including arbitrary arrests, torture, and
extrajudicial killings. The bureau was also accused of

interfering in the internal affairs of other countries.

Despite the controversy, the Paris Bureau remained an
important part of the Okhrana's operations until the

Russian Revolution in 1917. The bureau's agents played
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a key role in suppressing revolutionary activity in
France and other countries. The bureau's activities also

helped to shape the course of Russian history.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: The Okhrana in Popular

Culture

5. The Okhrana in Other Media

The Okhrana has been featured in a variety of media,
including literature, film, television, video games, and

other forms of popular culture.

In literature, the Okhrana has been featured in a
number of novels and short stories. Some of the most

notable examples include:

e The Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov
e Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak

e The Gulag Archipelago by  Aleksandr

Solzhenitsyn

In film, the Okhrana has been featured in a number of

movies, including:

e Nicholas and Alexandra (1971)

e Reds (1981)
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e The Russia House (1990)

On television, the Okhrana has been featured in a

number of documentaries and docudramas, including:

e The Secret History of the KGB (1995)
e The Romanovs (2000)
e The Red Terror (2004)

In video games, the Okhrana has been featured in a

number of games, including:

e (Call of Duty: Black Ops (2010)
e Assassin's Creed: Syndicate (2015)

e Wolfenstein II: The New Colossus (2017)

The Okhrana has also been featured in a number of
other forms of popular culture, including comic books,
graphic novels, and even video games. The Okhrana's
enduring presence in popular culture is a testament to

its lasting impact on Russian history and culture.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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