Society, Beliefs and American Sign

Language

Introduction

This comprehensive guide to American Sign Language
(ASL) delves into the rich tapestry of the Deaf
community in America, exploring its history, cultural
values, communication styles, and the challenges faced
by its members. Embark on a linguistic journey as we
uncover the intricacies of ASL grammar, sentence
structure, and non-manual markers, gaining insights
into the expressive power of facial expressions and

body language.

Journey through the fascinating world of fingerspelling
and numbers, mastering the alphabet and numerical
system used in ASL. Discover the art of conversation

and dialogue, learning how to initiate and maintain



conversations, ask and answer questions, express
emotions and opinions, and engage in storytelling and
narratives, all while appreciating the cultural context

that shapes these interactions.

Immerse yourself in the practical aspects of ASL in
everyday situations, learning how to introduce yourself
and others, make requests and offers, give directions
and ask for information, navigate shopping and dining
experiences, and handle medical and emergency
situations with confidence. Explore the world of ASL in
education and employment, understanding its role in
educational settings, accommodations for deaf
students, career opportunities for ASL users, workplace
culture and communication, and the legal rights and
protections that safeguard their linguistic and cultural

heritage.

Delve into the vibrant realm of ASL in art and
entertainment, appreciating its expressive power in

theater, film, poetry, storytelling, music, dance, and



visual art. Discover how ASL enriches popular culture
and serves as a medium for artistic expression and

storytelling.

Navigate the ever-evolving landscape of technology
and accessibility, exploring assistive technology, video
relay services, captioning, online resources, and mobile
apps that empower deaf individuals and facilitate
communication. Gain insights into the future of ASL
and technology, envisioning a world where linguistic

barriers are broken down and inclusivity prevails.

Join the movement for advocacy and activism, learning
about the Deaf President Now movement, the impact of
the ADA on ASL, current issues and challenges facing
the Deaf community, and the organizations and
resources dedicated to promoting ASL and advocating
for the rights of deaf individuals. Discover the power of
collective action and the transformative impact of

advocacy in shaping a more inclusive society.



Uncover the intricacies of learning and teaching ASL,
exploring various methods, resources, and teaching
strategies. Understand the assessment and evaluation
techniques used to measure ASL proficiency and the
professional development opportunities available for
ASL teachers. Gain insights into the challenges and
rewards of teaching ASL and the fulfillment of

empowering others with the gift of communication.



Book Description

Discover the captivating world of American Sign
Language (ASL) and immerse yourself in the vibrant
culture of the Deaf community with "Society, Beliefs
and American Sign Language." This comprehensive
guide unveils the intricacies of ASL, taking you on a
journey to understand its grammar, structure, and

cultural significance.

Delve into the rich history of ASL, tracing its roots from
its early origins to its modern-day usage. Explore the
diverse communication styles and etiquette within the
Deaf community, gaining insights into their unique
perspectives and experiences. Understand the
challenges and discrimination faced by deaf
individuals and learn about the ongoing efforts to

promote inclusivity and accessibility.

Embark on a linguistic adventure as you delve into the

fundamental elements of ASL grammar. Uncover the



nuances of sentence structure, non-manual markers,
and the expressive power of facial expressions and
body language. Master the art of fingerspelling and

numbers, unlocking the secrets of this visual language.

Navigate everyday situations with confidence using
ASL. Learn how to introduce yourself and others, make
requests and offers, ask for directions and information,
and engage in conversations with ease. Discover the
practical applications of ASL in various settings, from
shopping and dining to medical and emergency

situations.

Explore the dynamic role of ASL in education and
employment. Understand the importance of ASL in
educational settings and the accommodations available
for deaf students. Discover career opportunities for
ASL users and gain insights into workplace culture,

communication strategies, and legal protections.

Venture into the realm of ASL in art and

entertainment, where creativity and expression
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flourish. Witness the power of ASL in theater, film,
poetry, storytelling, music, dance, and visual art.
Appreciate the unique artistic expressions of the Deaf

community and their contributions to popular culture.

Join the movement for advocacy and activism, and
become a champion for ASL and the rights of deaf
individuals. Learn about the Deaf President Now
movement and the impact of the ADA on ASL. Engage
with current issues and challenges facing the Deaf
community and discover the organizations and
resources dedicated to promoting equality and

inclusion.

Whether you're a student, educator, interpreter, or
simply someone fascinated by language and culture,
"Society, Beliefs and American Sign Language" is your
essential guide to understanding and appreciating
American Sign Language. With its comprehensive

approach and engaging writing style, this book



empowers you to connect with the Deaf community,

embrace diversity, and celebrate the beauty of ASL.



Chapter 1: ASL and Culture

The Deaf community in America

The Deaf community in America is a vibrant and
diverse group of individuals who share a common
language, culture, and history. They have their own
unique way of communicating, interacting, and
experiencing the world. The Deaf community has a rich
history and culture, with its own traditions, values, and

beliefs.

The Deaf community in America is estimated to be
around one million people, although this number is
difficult to determine precisely due to the lack of a
universal definition of deafness. Deaf people come
from all walks of life and backgrounds, and they can be

found in all parts of the country.

The Deaf community has its own unique culture, which
is distinct from both hearing culture and other

disability cultures. Deaf culture is based on the idea
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that deafness is a natural and beautiful way of being.
Deaf people have their own values, beliefs, and
traditions, and they often have a strong sense of

community and identity.

One of the most important aspects of Deaf culture is the
use of American Sign Language (ASL). ASL is a visual
language that is used by Deaf people to communicate
with each other. ASL is a complex and expressive
language, with its own grammar, syntax, and
vocabulary. It is a beautiful and powerful language that
allows Deaf people to communicate and interact with
each other in a way that is inaccessible to hearing

people.

The Deaf community in America has a long and rich
history. Deaf people have been a part of American
society since the earliest days of the country's founding.
Deaf people have made significant contributions to
American history and culture, and they continue to

play an important role in society today.
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The Deaf community in America faces a number of
challenges. One of the bhiggest challenges is the lack of
access to communication and information. Deaf people
often have difficulty accessing information that is
available to hearing people, such as news, weather, and
emergency alerts. They may also have difficulty
communicating with hearing people, who may not be
able to understand ASL or may be uncomfortable

communicating with Deaf people.

Another challenge facing the Deaf community is the
lack of employment opportunities. Deaf people are
often unemployed or underemployed, due to
discrimination and lack of access to accommodations.
They may also have difficulty finding jobs that are
accessible to them, as many jobs require hearing or

speaking.

Despite the challenges they face, the Deaf community
in America is a vibrant and thriving community. Deaf

people have made significant contributions to society,
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and they continue to play an important role in
American culture. The Deaf community is a strong and
resilient community, and they are working to
overcome the challenges they face and to achieve full

equality.
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Chapter 1: ASL and Culture

History of ASL

The story of American Sign Language (ASL) is
intricately intertwined with the experiences and
resilience of the Deaf community in America. Its roots
can be traced back to the early 19th century, when
schools for the deaf began to emerge, fostering a
shared language and culture among deaf individuals.
One such school, the American School for the Deaf
(ASD) in Hartford, Connecticut, played a pivotal role in

shaping the development of ASL.

In the early days of ASD, various sign systems were
used by deaf students and teachers, reflecting regional
variations and individual preferences. However, in
1817, a young deaf man named Thomas Hopkins
Gallaudet traveled to Europe to study deaf education
and brought back a standardized sign language, which

became the foundation of ASL. Gallaudet's efforts to
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establish a school for the deaf in America culminated
in the founding of ASD, which became a hub for the

development and dissemination of ASL.

Over the years, ASL underwent significant changes and
adaptations, influenced by the experiences and
contributions of deaf individuals from diverse
backgrounds. The Deaf community's resilience and
determination to maintain their linguistic and cultural
heritage played a crucial role in the survival and

evolution of ASL.

A pivotal moment in the history of ASL occurred in
1880, when the Milan Conference, an international
gathering of educators of the deaf, advocated for the
exclusive use of oralism, an approach that emphasized
lip-reading and speaking, and discouraged the use of
sign language. This decision had a devastating impact
on the Deaf community, leading to the decline of ASL

and the marginalization of deaf individuals.

14



However, the Deaf community fought back against this
oppression. In the early 20th century, a new generation
of deaf leaders emerged, advocating for the recognition
and acceptance of ASL as a legitimate language. Their
efforts culminated in the establishment of Gallaudet
University, the world's only university for the deaf, in
1864. Gallaudet University became a beacon of hope for
the Deaf community, providing a safe space for deaf
students to learn, grow, and thrive in their own

language.

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s and 1970s
brought renewed attention to the rights of deaf
individuals. Deaf activists fought for equal access to
education, employment, and social services, and for the
recognition of ASL as a legitimate language. Their
efforts led to the passage of landmark legislation,
including the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, which
prohibited discrimination against individuals with

disabilities, including deaf individuals.
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Today, ASL is a vibrant and dynamic language used by
over 500,000 individuals in the United States and
Canada. It is recognized as an official language in
several states and is taught in schools and universities
across the country. The Deaf community continues to
advocate for the rights of deaf individuals and to
promote the use and acceptance of ASL as a language

of equality and empowerment.
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Chapter 1: ASL and Culture

Cultural values and norms

The Deaf community in America possesses a rich and
vibrant culture, shaped by shared experiences, values,
and norms. Central to this culture is the emphasis on
visual communication, which permeates all aspects of
life, from everyday conversations to formal events.
Deaf individuals rely primarily on ASL to interact with
the world around them, creating a unique linguistic

and cultural identity.

One prominent cultural value within the Deaf
community is the importance of community and
togetherness. Deaf individuals often gather in social
groups, clubs, and organizations, where they can
interact, share experiences, and support one another.
These communities provide a sense of belonging and
solidarity, fostering a strong sense of collective identity

and shared purpose.
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Another significant cultural value is the emphasis on
equality and respect. Deaf individuals have historically
faced discrimination and marginalization, leading to a
strong emphasis on equality and respect for all
members of the community. This value is reflected in
the use of ASL as the primary language of
communication, ensuring that everyone has equal

access to information and opportunities.

Furthermore, the Deaf community places great
importance on family and kinship. Extended families
often play a central role in the lives of Deaf individuals,
providing support, guidance, and a sense of belonging.
Deaf families often have unique communication
dynamics, with ASL serving as the primary means of

communication between family members.

Additionally, the Deaf community values education and
lifelong learning. Deaf individuals have historically
faced barriers to education, but there has been

significant progress in recent decades to ensure equal
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access to education at all levels. Deaf schools and
programs have been established to provide specialized
education for deaf students, while mainstream schools
have increasingly adopted accommodations and

support services to meet the needs of deaf students.

Finally, the Deaf community values self-advocacy and
empowerment. Deaf individuals have a strong sense of
self-determination and are actively involved in
advocating for their rights and interests. This includes
advocating for accessible communication, equal
opportunities in employment and education, and

recognition of ASL as a legitimate language.

These cultural values and norms shape the daily lives
of Deaf individuals and contribute to the unique
identity of the Deaf community in America.
Understanding these values is essential for effective
communication and interaction with Deaf individuals,
as well as for creating a more inclusive and supportive

society.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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