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Introduction

John Dee,  the  Elizabethan astrologer,  mathematician, 

and scientific investigator, was a man of extraordinary 

intellect  and  diverse  interests.  He  lived  in  a  time  of 

great  change  and  upheaval,  as  the  Renaissance  and 

Reformation transformed Europe. Dee's work and ideas 

reflected  the  intellectual  ferment  of  his  age,  and  he 

made significant contributions to a wide range of fields, 

including mathematics, astronomy, navigation, and the 

occult.

Dee  was  born  in  London  in  1527,  and  he  quickly 

displayed  a  prodigious  aptitude  for  learning.  He 

attended Cambridge University,  where he excelled in 

mathematics  and  astronomy.  After  graduating,  he 
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traveled to Europe, where he met some of the leading 

scholars and scientists of the day. Dee was particularly 

interested in the new ideas and discoveries that were 

emerging in the fields of mathematics and astronomy. 

He  also  developed  an  interest  in  the  occult,  and  he 

began to study magic and alchemy.

Upon his return to England, Dee became a close advisor 

to Queen Elizabeth I. He served as her astrologer and 

mathematical advisor, and he also played a role in her 

foreign policy and exploration efforts. Dee was a strong 

advocate for English exploration and colonization, and 

he was involved in several attempts to find a Northwest 

Passage to Asia. He was also a skilled navigator, and he 

helped  to  develop  new  methods  for  determining 

longitude at sea.

In addition to his work as a scientist and advisor, Dee 

was  also  a  prolific  writer.  He  published  books  on  a 

wide  range  of  topics,  including  mathematics, 

astronomy, navigation, and the occult. His writings had 
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a profound influence on later generations of scientists 

and scholars, and they continue to be studied today.

Dee's life and work provide a fascinating glimpse into 

the  intellectual  and  cultural  world  of  Elizabethan 

England. He was a man of great learning and curiosity, 

and he made significant contributions to a wide range 

of  fields.  Dee's  work  is  a  testament  to  the  power  of 

human intellect and the importance of exploration and 

discovery.
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Book Description

John Dee,  the  Elizabethan astrologer,  mathematician, 

and scientific investigator, was a man of extraordinary 

intellect  and  diverse  interests.  His  life  and  work 

provide a fascinating glimpse into the intellectual and 

cultural world of Elizabethan England.

Dee  was  born  in  London  in  1527,  and  he  quickly 

displayed  a  prodigious  aptitude  for  learning.  He 

attended Cambridge University,  where he excelled in 

mathematics  and  astronomy.  After  graduating,  he 

traveled to Europe, where he met some of the leading 

scholars and scientists of the day. Dee was particularly 

interested in the new ideas and discoveries that were 

emerging in the fields of mathematics and astronomy. 

He  also  developed  an  interest  in  the  occult,  and  he 

began to study magic and alchemy.

Upon his return to England, Dee became a close advisor 

to Queen Elizabeth I. He served as her astrologer and 
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mathematical advisor, and he also played a role in her 

foreign policy and exploration efforts. Dee was a strong 

advocate for English exploration and colonization, and 

he was involved in several attempts to find a Northwest 

Passage to Asia. He was also a skilled navigator, and he 

helped  to  develop  new  methods  for  determining 

longitude at sea.

In addition to his work as a scientist and advisor, Dee 

was  also  a  prolific  writer.  He  published  books  on  a 

wide  range  of  topics,  including  mathematics, 

astronomy, navigation, and the occult. His writings had 

a profound influence on later generations of scientists 

and scholars, and they continue to be studied today.

This book delves into the life and work of John Dee, 

shedding  light  on  his  contributions  to  science, 

exploration,  and  the  occult.  It  explores  Dee's 

relationship with Queen Elizabeth I, his involvement in 

Elizabethan  exploration  efforts,  and  his  fascination 

with the mystical and supernatural.
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The  Mystic  and  the  Monarch is  a  captivating 

exploration  of  a  remarkable  figure  who  left  an 

indelible mark on the Elizabethan era. It is a must-read 

for  anyone  interested  in  the  history  of  science, 

exploration, or the occult. 
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Chapter 1: The Elizabethan Astrologer

1. John Dee's Early Life and Education

John Dee was born in London, England, in 1527. He was 

the son of Rowland Dee, a wealthy merchant, and Jane 

Dee.  John  Dee  showed  a  prodigious  aptitude  for 

learning  from an early  age.  He  attended Chelmsford 

School,  where  he  excelled  in  his  studies.  After 

graduating from Chelmsford, Dee went on to study at 

St. John's College, Cambridge.

At  Cambridge,  Dee  studied  mathematics,  astronomy, 

and the classics. He also developed an interest in the 

occult, and he began to study magic and alchemy. Dee 

was a brilliant student, and he quickly became one of 

the  leading  scholars  at  Cambridge.  In  1548,  he  was 

elected a fellow of St. John's College.

After  graduating  from  Cambridge,  Dee  traveled  to 

Europe.  He  spent  several  years  studying  at  the 

University of Louvain and the University of Paris. Dee 
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also traveled to Italy, where he met some of the leading 

scientists and scholars of the day. Dee's travels had a 

profound  influence  on  his  intellectual  development, 

and  he  returned  to  England  in  1551  as  a  leading 

authority on mathematics, astronomy, and the occult.

Upon his return to England, Dee became a close advisor 

to Queen Elizabeth I. He served as her astrologer and 

mathematical advisor, and he also played a role in her 

foreign policy and exploration efforts. Dee was a strong 

advocate for English exploration and colonization, and 

he was involved in several attempts to find a Northwest 

Passage to Asia. He was also a skilled navigator, and he 

helped  to  develop  new  methods  for  determining 

longitude at sea.

Dee was a man of extraordinary intellect and diverse 

interests. He made significant contributions to a wide 

range  of  fields,  including  mathematics,  astronomy, 

navigation, and the occult. His work is a testament to 
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the power of  human intellect  and the importance of 

exploration and discovery.
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Chapter 1: The Elizabethan Astrologer

2. The Court of Queen Elizabeth I

Elizabeth  I  ascended  to  the  English  throne  in  1558, 

ushering  in  a  new  era  of  prosperity  and  stability 

known as the Elizabethan Era. Her reign was marked 

by  significant  cultural,  political,  and  economic 

achievements,  and  her  court  became  a  hub  of 

intellectual and artistic activity.

John Dee was a prominent figure in Elizabeth's court, 

serving as her astrologer and mathematical advisor. He 

was a man of wide-ranging interests and talents, and 

he  quickly  gained the  queen's  trust  and favor.  Dee's 

influence extended beyond the  realm of  science  and 

mathematics,  as  he  also  played  a  role  in  Elizabeth's 

foreign policy and exploration efforts.

Elizabeth's  court  was  a  vibrant  and  cosmopolitan 

center,  attracting  scholars,  artists,  and  adventurers 

from  all  over  Europe.  Dee  was  at  the  heart  of  this 
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intellectual circle, and he frequently engaged in lively 

debates and discussions with other luminaries of the 

age. The court was a fertile ground for new ideas and 

discoveries, and Dee's work benefited greatly from this 

stimulating environment.

Elizabeth herself was a highly intelligent and curious 

monarch, and she took a keen interest in Dee's work. 

She often consulted him on matters of state,  and she 

was fascinated by his knowledge of astronomy and the 

occult. Dee's relationship with Elizabeth was mutually 

beneficial, as it gave him access to the resources and 

patronage of the crown.

Dee's  time at  Elizabeth's  court  was a  period of  great 

creativity  and  productivity.  He  published  several 

important  works  on  mathematics,  astronomy,  and 

navigation, and he also conducted extensive research 

into the occult. Dee's work had a profound influence on 

the  intellectual  and  cultural  life  of  Elizabethan 
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England,  and  he  is  considered  one  of  the  most 

important figures of the Renaissance.

During his time at court, Dee also became involved in a 

number  of  political  and  diplomatic  missions.  He 

traveled to Europe on several occasions, and he played 

a role in negotiating treaties and alliances with foreign 

powers.  Dee's  diplomatic  skills  and his  knowledge of 

foreign  languages  made  him  a  valuable  asset  to  the 

crown.
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Chapter 1: The Elizabethan Astrologer

3.  Mathematics  and  Astronomy  in  the 

Elizabethan Era

Mathematics  and  astronomy  flourished  during  the 

Elizabethan  era,  thanks  in  part  to  the  patronage  of 

Queen Elizabeth I and other wealthy individuals. This 

period saw significant advances in both fields,  which 

laid the foundation for the scientific revolution of the 

17th century.

In  mathematics,  the  Elizabethan  era  saw  the  rise  of 

algebra  and  the  development  of  new  methods  for 

solving  equations.  John  Dee,  who  was  also  a 

mathematician,  translated  Euclid's  Elements  into 

English, making it more accessible to English scholars. 

This work helped to spread mathematical  knowledge 

throughout  England  and  contributed  to  the 

development of new mathematical techniques.
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In astronomy, the Elizabethan era was a time of great 

discovery.  Tycho  Brahe,  a  Danish  astronomer,  made 

detailed observations of the planets and stars. His data 

was later used by Johannes Kepler to develop his laws 

of  planetary  motion.  Nicolaus  Copernicus,  a  Polish 

astronomer,  proposed  the  heliocentric  theory  of  the 

solar system, which placed the Sun, not the Earth, at 

the  center  of  the  universe.  This  theory  was  later 

championed by Galileo Galilei, who used his telescope 

to  make  observations  that  supported  Copernicus's 

model.

The Elizabethan era was also a time of exploration and 

discovery. English explorers such as Francis Drake and 

Walter Raleigh sailed around the world, charting new 

lands  and  bringing  back  new  knowledge  about  the 

Earth  and  its  place  in  the  universe.  These  voyages 

helped to expand the horizons of Elizabethan scholars 

and  scientists,  and  they  contributed  to  the  growing 

understanding of the world.
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The advances  in  mathematics  and astronomy during 

the  Elizabethan  era  laid  the  foundation  for  the 

scientific revolution of the 17th century. The work of 

Dee, Brahe, Copernicus, Kepler, and Galileo helped to 

change the way people thought about the universe and 

its place in it. Their discoveries paved the way for the 

development  of  modern  science  and  our  current 

understanding of the cosmos.

15



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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