The Palestinian Saga

Introduction

The Palestinian-Israeli conflict is one of the most
intractable conflicts in the world. It has been going on
for over a century, and there seems to be no end in
sight. The conflict has its roots in the competing claims
of two peoples to the same land. The Palestinians are
the indigenous people of Palestine, while the Israelis
are a people who have immigrated to the region from
all over the world. Both peoples have a deep
attachment to the land, and both have suffered greatly

from the conflict.

The conflict has been marked by violence on both sides.
The Israelis have been accused of human rights abuses,
including the use of excessive force against Palestinian
civilians. The Palestinians have been accused of

terrorism, including suicide bombings against Israeli
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civilians. The violence has created a deep sense of

mistrust and hatred between the two peoples.

The conflict has also had a devastating impact on the
lives of both Israelis and Palestinians. The Israelis live
in a state of constant fear of attack, while the
Palestinians live under Israeli occupation. The conflict

has also damaged the economies of both countries.

There have been many attempts to resolve the conflict,
but none have been successful. The most recent
attempt was the Oslo Accords, which were signed in
1993. The accords called for the creation of a
Palestinian state, but the Israelis and Palestinians have
been unable to agree on the terms of a final peace

settlement.

The conflict is a complex one with no easy solutions.
Both sides have legitimate claims to the land, and both
have suffered greatly from the violence. A just and
lasting solution to the conflict will require both sides to

make concessions.
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The conflict has had a profound impact on the region
and the world. It has been a major source of instability
in the Middle East, and it has contributed to the rise of
terrorism. The conflict has also had a significant impact

on the lives of millions of people around the world.

The future of the conflict is uncertain. There is no easy
solution, and it is likely to continue for many years to
come. However, there is hope for peace. Both sides
have expressed a desire to find a solution, and there
are many people who are working to build bridges
between the two peoples. With continued effort, it is

possible to achieve a just and lasting peace.



Book Description

The Palestinian Saga is the definitive guide to the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. This comprehensive volume
provides a detailed overview of the conflict's history,

causes, and potential solutions.

Written by a team of experts, The Palestinian Saga
offers a balanced and objective analysis of the conflict.
The book begins by examining the historical roots of
the conflict, including the rise of Zionism and the
Balfour Declaration. It then traces the development of
the conflict through the Arab-Israeli wars, the Oslo
Accords, and the current impasse. The final section of
the book suggests various blueprints for a possible

solution to this complicated issue.

The Palestinian Saga is an essential resource for
anyone who wants to understand the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict. The book is written in a clear and

concise style, and it is packed with maps, charts, and



other helpful visuals. This book is a must-read for
students, policymakers, and anyone else who wants to
stay informed about one of the world's most pressing

conflicts.

In addition to its comprehensive coverage of the
conflict, The Palestinian Saga also offers a unique
perspective on the issue. The book argues that the
conflict is not simply a territorial dispute, but also a
clash of cultures and ideologies. The authors contend
that a lasting solution to the conflict will require both
sides to make concessions and to recognize the

legitimacy of the other side's claims.

The Palestinian Saga is a timely and important book.
The conflict has been going on for decades, and it
shows no signs of abating. The book offers a much-

needed roadmap for a possible solution to the conflict.



Chapter 1: The Birth of Palestinian

Nationalism

1. The Rise of Zionism

Zionism, the movement for the establishment of a
Jewish state in Palestine, emerged in the late 19th
century as a response to the growing anti-Semitism in
Europe. The movement's founder, Theodor Herzl,
argued that the only way to protect Jews from

persecution was to create a state of their own.

The rise of Zionism coincided with the decline of the
Ottoman Empire, which had ruled Palestine for
centuries. The Ottoman Empire was a weak and
unstable state, and it was unable to control the growing
number of Jewish immigrants who were arriving in

Palestine.

The Jewish immigrants who arrived in Palestine were a
diverse group. Some were wealthy and educated, while

others were poor and uneducated. Some were
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religious, while others were secular. However, they all
shared a common goal: to create a Jewish state in

Palestine.

The early Zionists faced many challenges. They were
opposed by the Arab population of Palestine, who
feared that the Zionists would eventually take over the
country. They were also opposed by the British
government, which controlled Palestine after the

Ottoman Empire collapsed.

Despite these challenges, the Zionists continued to grow
in strength. They established schools, hospitals, and
other institutions, and they began to buy land in
Palestine. By the early 20th century, the Zionists had

become a major force in Palestine.



Chapter 1: The Birth of Palestinian

Nationalism

2. The Balfour Declaration

The Balfour Declaration was a public statement issued
by the British government in 1917 during World War I.
The declaration expressed support for the
establishment of a "national home for the Jewish
people” in Palestine, which was then part of the
Ottoman Empire. The declaration was named after
Arthur Balfour, the British Foreign Secretary at the

time.

The Balfour Declaration was a significant event in the
history of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. It was the first
official recognition by a major power of the Zionist
movement's goal of establishing a Jewish state in
Palestine. The declaration also helped to pave the way
for the creation of the British Mandate for Palestine,

which lasted from 1920 to 1948.
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The Balfour Declaration was controversial from the
start. Many Arabs opposed the declaration, arguing
that it would lead to the establishment of a Jewish state
at the expense of the Palestinian people. The
declaration also raised concerns among some British
officials, who worried that it would damage Britain's

relations with the Arab world.

Despite the controversy, the Balfour Declaration
remained British policy for over three decades. During
that time, the British government took a number of
steps to implement the declaration, including the
establishment of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and

the creation of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

The Balfour Declaration was finally abrogated by the
British government in 1948, after the creation of the
State of Israel. However, the declaration continues to
be a source of controversy today. Some Israelis view
the Balfour Declaration as a legitimate recognition of

the Jewish people's right to a homeland in Palestine.



Some Palestinians, on the other hand, view the
declaration as a betrayal of their own national

aspirations.

The Balfour Declaration was a complex and
controversial event with far-reaching consequences. It
played a major role in the creation of the State of Israel
and the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. The declaration
continues to be a source of debate today, as both
Israelis and Palestinians seek to shape the future of the

region.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of Palestinian

Nationalism

3. The Mandate for Palestine

The Mandate for Palestine was a League of Nations
mandate issued in 1920 that assigned the United
Kingdom as the administering power responsible for
Palestine. The mandate was created as part of the post-
World War I settlement and was intended to prepare

Palestine for eventual self-government.

The Mandate for Palestine was based on the Balfour
Declaration, which had been issued by the British
government in 1917 and which committed the British
to the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine.
The mandate also incorporated the provisions of the
Sykes-Picot Agreement, which had been concluded
between the British and French governments in 1916
and which divided the Middle East into spheres of

influence.
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The Mandate for Palestine was a controversial
document from the outset. The Arabs of Palestine
opposed the mandate, arguing that it violated their
rights to self-determination. The Zionists, on the other
hand, supported the mandate, seeing it as a step
towards the establishment of a Jewish state in

Palestine.

The British administration of Palestine was a difficult
period. The British were often seen as favoring the
Zionists over the Arabs, and there were frequent
outbreaks of violence between the two communities.
The British also faced opposition from Arab
nationalists, who sought to unite the Arab world under

a single government.

In 1939, the British issued a White Paper that restricted
Jewish immigration to Palestine and limited the
amount of land that could be purchased by Jews. The

White Paper was met with anger by the Zionists, but it
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failed to resolve the conflict between the Arabs and the

Zionists.

The Mandate for Palestine ended in 1948, when the
State of Israel was created. The creation of Israel led to
the Palestinian refugee crisis, which continues to this

day.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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