The Art of Tapping: A Contemporary
Guide to Electric Guitar Tapping

Techniques

Introduction

In the realm of electric guitar playing, tapping stands
as a technique that has revolutionized the instrument's
expressive capabilities. From the iconic solos of Eddie
Van Halen to the intricate compositions of Stanley
Jordan, tapping has opened up new avenues for
creating mesmerizing melodies, blistering solos, and

captivating soundscapes.

This comprehensive guide to tapping is crafted for
guitarists of all levels, from those just starting to
explore this technique to seasoned players seeking to
refine their skills. Whether you're a beginner eager to

unlock the secrets of tapping or an experienced
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guitarist looking to expand your technical arsenal, this
book will provide you with the knowledge and tools

you need to master this exciting technique.

Tapping involves using both hands to play notes on the
guitar neck, with the fretting hand tapping on the
strings while the picking hand mutes and plucks the
strings. This technique allows guitarists to play
melodies, harmonies, and solos with incredible speed
and fluidity, creating sounds that were previously

impossible on the instrument.

Throughout this book, we will delve into the intricacies
of tapping, covering everything from basic techniques
to advanced concepts. We'll explore the different types
of tapping, including two-handed tapping, multi-finger
tapping, and sweep picking with tapping. We'll also
investigate the theory behind tapping, including the
scales, arpeggios, and chord voicings that are

commonly used in tapping solos.



With clear explanations, detailed exercises, and a
wealth of musical examples, this book will guide you
on a journey through the world of tapping. You'll learn
how to incorporate tapping into your playing, develop
your own unique style, and take your guitar playing to

new heights.

So, prepare yourself to embark on an exciting
adventure into the realm of tapping. With dedication,
practice, and the guidance provided in this book, you'll
unlock the full potential of your electric guitar and

create music that will astound and inspire.



Book Description

Embark on a transformative journey into the world of
electric guitar tapping with this comprehensive guide,
meticulously crafted for guitarists of all skill levels.
Discover the secrets of this revolutionary technique

and unlock the full potential of your instrument.

Within these pages, you'll find a wealth of knowledge
and practical guidance to master the art of tapping.
Explore the fundamental techniques, from basic two-
handed tapping to advanced multi-finger tapping and
sweep picking with tapping. Delve into the theoretical
foundations of tapping, including the scales, arpeggios,
and chord voicings that form the backbone of

captivating solos.

With clear explanations, detailed exercises, and an
abundance of musical examples, this book provides a
step-by-step roadmap to tapping mastery. Learn how to

incorporate tapping into your playing, develop your



own unique style, and transcend the boundaries of

traditional guitar playing.

Whether you're a beginner seeking to unlock the
secrets of tapping or an experienced guitarist looking
to refine your skills, this guide will empower you to
achieve your musical aspirations. With dedication and
practice, you'll transform your guitar playing, creating
music that captivates audiences and leaves a lasting

impression.

Join the ranks of legendary guitarists who have
pioneered the art of tapping and elevate your playing
to new heights. This comprehensive guide is your key
to unlocking the full potential of electric guitar tapping,
opening up a world of expressive possibilities and

musical freedom.

So, prepare yourself for an immersive journey into the
realm of tapping. With this book as your guide, you'll

embark on a transformative adventure, pushing the



boundaries of your guitar playing and creating music

that will inspire and astound.



Chapter 1: Tapping Fundamentals

Defining Tapping: Its History and Evolution

Emerging from the realm of classical guitar techniques
in the early 20th century, tapping gained widespread
recognition in the 1960s with the pioneering work of
guitarists such as Eddie Van Halen, Steve Vai, and
Stanley Jordan. These trailblazers pushed the
boundaries of electric guitar playing by incorporating
tapping into their solos and compositions, creating a

new era of technical and expressive possibilities.

Tapping involves using both hands to play notes on the
guitar neck, with the fretting hand tapping on the
strings while the picking hand mutes and plucks the
strings. This technique allows guitarists to play
melodies, harmonies, and solos with incredible speed
and fluidity, creating sounds that were previously

impossible on the instrument.



The history of tapping can be traced back to the early
days of classical guitar, where it was used as a
technique for playing arpeggios and scales. However, it
was not until the advent of the electric guitar and the
development of new amplification and effects

technologies that tapping truly began to flourish.

Eddie Van Halen is widely credited with popularizing
tapping in the rock and metal genres. His innovative
use of two-handed tapping, combined with his mastery
of legato and vibrato techniques, revolutionized the
way guitarists approached the instrument. Other
guitarists, such as Steve Vai, Joe Satriani, and Stanley
Jordan, further refined and expanded upon these
techniques, creating their own unique styles and
inspiring a new generation of guitarists to explore the

possibilities of tapping.

Today, tapping is an essential technique for any
guitarist who wants to master the electric guitar. It is

used in a wide range of musical genres, from rock and



metal to jazz and blues. With practice and dedication,
any guitarist can learn to incorporate tapping into their
playing, adding a new dimension of expression and

creativity to their music.



Chapter 1: Tapping Fundamentals

Tapping Technique: Left-Hand Positioning
and Right-Hand Motion

Tapping involves using both hands to play notes on the
guitar neck, with the fretting hand tapping on the
strings while the picking hand mutes and plucks the
strings. This technique allows guitarists to play
melodies, harmonies, and solos with incredible speed
and fluidity, creating sounds that were previously

impossible on the instrument.

To master tapping, it is essential to develop proper left-
hand positioning and right-hand motion. The left hand
should be positioned so that the fingers are
perpendicular to the strings, with the fingertips resting
lightly on the fretboard. The right hand should be
positioned near the bridge, with the fingers relaxed

and ready to pluck or mute the strings.
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When tapping, the fretting hand fingers should move
quickly and accurately, striking the strings with force
and precision. The right hand should work in
conjunction with the left hand, muting the strings that
are not being played and plucking the strings that are

being tapped.

There are a few key things to keep in mind when
practicing tapping. First, it is important to focus on
developing a light touch with both hands. This will help
to prevent fatigue and allow for greater speed and
accuracy. Second, it is important to practice slowly and
gradually increase the speed as you become more
comfortable with the technique. Finally, it is important
to experiment with different fingerings and techniques

to find what works best for you.

With practice, tapping can become a powerful tool in
your guitar playing arsenal. It can be used to create a
wide variety of sounds and textures, from blistering

solos to delicate melodies. So, take some time to explore
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this exciting technique and see how it can enhance

your playing.

The Five Pillars of Tapping Technique

1.
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Proper Left-Hand Positioning: The left hand
should be positioned so that the fingers are
perpendicular to the strings, with the fingertips

resting lightly on the fretboard.

Efficient Right-Hand Motion: The right hand
should be positioned near the bridge, with the
fingers relaxed and ready to pluck or mute the

strings.

Finger Independence: Each finger of the left
hand should be able to move independently of
the others, allowing for complex and intricate

tapping patterns.

Accuracy and Precision: When tapping, the

fretting hand fingers should move quickly and



accurately, striking the strings with force and

precision.

Practice and Patience: Tapping takes time and
practice to master. It is important to be patient
and to focus on developing a solid foundation

before moving on to more advanced techniques.
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Chapter 1: Tapping Fundamentals

Understanding Hammer-Ons, Pull-Offs,

and Slides in Tapping

Hammer-ons, pull-offs, and slides are essential
techniques in tapping that allow guitarists to create
smooth and fluid passages without using the picking
hand. These techniques involve using the fretting hand
to strike or release strings to produce notes, adding a

percussive element to the tapping technique.
Hammer-Ons

Hammer-ons are performed by striking a string with
the fretting hand finger, causing it to sound without
using the picking hand. To execute a hammer-on, place
your finger on the desired fret and strike it with a
downward motion. The string should ring clearly and

in tune.
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Pull-Offs

Pull-offs are the opposite of hammer-ons. Instead of
striking the string, you use the fretting hand finger to
pull off the string, causing it to sound. To execute a
pull-off, place your finger on the desired fret and pull it

away from the fretboard in a quick, fluid motion.
Slides

Slides involve moving the fretting hand finger from one
fret to another while keeping the string in contact with
the fretboard. This technique is used to create smooth
transitions between notes and add a legato feel to your
playing. To execute a slide, place your finger on the
desired fret and slide it to the next fret while keeping

the string pressed down.

Incorporating Hammer-Ons, Pull-Offs, and Slides
into Tapping
Hammer-ons, pull-offs, and slides can be used in

conjunction with tapping to create a variety of musical
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effects. For example, you can use hammer-ons to create
ascending melodic lines, pull-offs to create descending
melodic lines, and slides to create smooth legato

passages.

These techniques can also be used to create rhythmic
patterns and add percussive elements to your tapping
solos. By combining hammer-ons, pull-offs, and slides
with different tapping patterns, you can create a wide

range of unique and interesting sounds.

Exercises for Developing Hammer-Ons, Pull-Offs, and

Slides

To develop your skills in hammer-ons, pull-offs, and
slides, it's important to practice regularly. Here are a

few exercises to get you started:

1. Hammer-On and Pull-Off Exercise: Start by
practicing hammer-ons and pull-offs on a single
string. Play a note, then hammer-on to the next

fret, and then pull-off to the original note. Repeat
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this exercise using different fingers and different

strings.

2. Slide Exercise: Practice sliding your finger from
one fret to another on a single string. Start by
sliding up and down the scale, then try sliding to

different intervals, such as thirds, fourths, and

fifths.

3. Tapping Exercise: Combine hammer-ons, pull-
offs, and slides with tapping to create melodic
lines and rhythmic patterns. Experiment with
different tapping patterns and techniques to

discover the sounds that you like best.

With regular practice, you'll be able to master these
fundamental tapping techniques and incorporate them

into your playing to create your own unique style.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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