
Steel  Legion:  A  History  of  German 

Armored Warfare

Introduction

The roar of engines, the clash of metal, and the thunder 

of artillery: these are the sounds of armored warfare, a 

defining aspect of World War II. From the rolling plains 

of Poland to the frozen steppes of Russia, German tanks 

spearheaded some of the most daring and destructive 

campaigns  in  history.  In  Steel  Legion:  A History of 

German Armored Warfare, we delve into the world of 

German armored warfare,  exploring the evolution of 

their  tanks,  the  strategies  they  employed,  and  the 

impact they had on the course of the war.

The  German  military  machine  was  not  always  a 

juggernaut.  In the early  days of  the war,  their  tanks 

were often outmatched by those of their adversaries. 
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However, through a combination of innovative design, 

superior  tactics,  and  relentless  determination,  the 

Germans managed to  turn the tide  of  battle  in  their 

favor.

At  the  heart  of  the  German armored forces  was  the 

Panzerwaffe,  a  specialized  branch  of  the  military 

dedicated to the development and operation of tanks. 

Led by brilliant commanders such as Heinz Guderian, 

the Panzerwaffe pioneered the concept of Blitzkrieg, a 

lightning-fast offensive strategy that relied on the rapid 

movement of armored units to overwhelm the enemy.

The  Panzerwaffe's  arsenal  of  tanks  was  vast  and 

varied, ranging from the nimble Panzer I to the mighty 

Tiger I  and Tiger II.  Each tank had its own strengths 

and  weaknesses,  and  the  Germans  skillfully  adapted 

their  tactics  to  suit  the  terrain  and  the  enemy  they 

faced.

The German tanks were not invincible, however. The 

Allies  eventually  developed  their  own  effective  anti-
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tank weapons and strategies, and the German armored 

forces suffered heavy losses as the war progressed. But 

even in defeat, the Panzerwaffe left an enduring legacy, 

forever changing the face of warfare.

In  Steel  Legion:  A  History  of  German  Armored 

Warfare,  we  will  explore  the  full  story  of  German 

armored  warfare,  from  its  humble  beginnings  to  its 

ultimate demise. We will examine the tanks, the tactics, 

and the  men who made the  Panzerwaffe one  of  the 

most formidable fighting forces in history.

3



Book Description

Steel  Legion:  A  History  of  German  Armored 

Warfare is  the  definitive  guide  to  the  history  of 

German armored warfare in World War II.  From the 

early  days  of  the  Panzerwaffe to  the  final  battles  in 

Berlin,  this book covers the full  spectrum of German 

armored operations, including the development of new 

tanks,  the  strategies  employed  by  German 

commanders, and the impact of German armor on the 

course of the war.

Pasquale  De  Marco provides  a  detailed  and 

comprehensive analysis of the German armored forces, 

drawing on a  wide  range of  primary and secondary 

sources. He examines the strengths and weaknesses of 

German  tanks,  the  training  and  tactics  of  German 

armored  units,  and  the  role  of  the  Panzerwaffe  in 

major battles such as Stalingrad and Kursk.
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Steel  Legion:  A  History  of  German  Armored 

Warfare is not just a dry recitation of facts and figures. 

Pasquale  De  Marco brings  the  story  of  German 

armored  warfare  to  life  with  vivid  descriptions  of 

battles, personal accounts from veterans, and stunning 

photographs. He also provides a balanced and objective 

assessment  of  the  Panzerwaffe's  achievements  and 

failures.

Whether you are a military history buff, a World War II 

enthusiast, or simply someone who is interested in the 

development  of  armored  warfare,  Steel  Legion:  A 

History of German Armored Warfare is the perfect 

book for you. It is a comprehensive, well-written, and 

engaging account of one of the most important aspects 

of World War II.

In  addition  to  the  main  narrative,  Steel  Legion:  A 

History of German Armored Warfare also includes a 

number of special features, such as:
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 Detailed descriptions of all major German tanks, 

including the Panzer I, Panzer IV, and Tiger I

 Maps and diagrams of key battles

 First-hand accounts from German tank crews

 A comprehensive bibliography

Steel  Legion:  A  History  of  German  Armored 

Warfare is  the  most  comprehensive  and  up-to-date 

account of German armored warfare in World War II 

available. It is a must-read for anyone interested in this 

fascinating subject. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Birth  of  Armored 

Warfare

The Early Days of Tanks

The concept  of  armored warfare has its  roots  in the 

early  days  of  warfare  itself.  Ancient  armies  used 

chariots  as  a  means  of  transporting  warriors  into 

battle,  and  these  chariots  were  often  equipped  with 

blades  or  spikes  to  inflict  damage  on  the  enemy. 

However, it was not until the late 19th century that the 

first modern tanks were developed.

The  first  tanks  were  designed  in  response  to  the 

increasing firepower of infantry weapons. As machine 

guns  and artillery  became more common,  it  became 

increasingly  difficult  for  infantry  to  advance  across 

open ground. Tanks offered a solution to this problem, 

as they could provide protection for the infantry from 

enemy fire.

7



The  first  tanks  were  crude  and  unreliable,  but  they 

quickly demonstrated their potential. In the early 20th 

century, tanks were used in several conflicts, including 

the Russo-Japanese War and the Balkan Wars.  These 

conflicts  showed  that  tanks  could  be  used  to  break 

through enemy lines and to support infantry advances.

By  the  outbreak  of  World  War  I  in  1914,  all  major 

powers  had  developed  their  own  tanks.  The  British 

were the first to use tanks in combat, deploying them at 

the  Battle  of  the  Somme  in  1916.  The  French  and 

Germans soon followed suit, and tanks quickly became 

a major part of the war effort on all sides.

The tanks of World War I were slow, unreliable, and 

prone to mechanical breakdowns. However, they still 

had  a  significant  impact  on  the  course  of  the  war. 

Tanks were able to break through enemy lines and to 

support infantry advances, and they helped to end the 

stalemate of trench warfare.
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The experience of World War I led to the development 

of  new  and  improved  tanks  in  the  interwar  years. 

These  tanks  were  faster,  more  reliable,  and  better 

armed than their predecessors.  They were also more 

versatile, and they could be used for a variety of tasks, 

including  reconnaissance,  fire  support,  and  infantry 

support.

By the outbreak of  World War II  in 1939,  tanks had 

become  an  essential  part  of  modern  warfare.  They 

were  used  by  all  major  powers,  and  they  played  a 

entscheidend role in the war's outcome.
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Chapter  1:  The  Birth  of  Armored 

Warfare

The First World War and the Development of 

Tanks

In  the  grim trenches  of  the  First  World  War,  a  new 

weapon  emerged  that  would  revolutionize  warfare 

forever: the tank. Born out of necessity, the tank was a 

response to the deadly stalemate that had gripped the 

Western  Front.  As  machine  guns  and  artillery  made 

traditional infantry assaults suicidal, both sides began 

to experiment with armored vehicles that could cross 

no man's land and break through enemy lines.

The  first  tanks  were  crude  and  unreliable,  but  they 

hinted at the potential of armored warfare. The British 

Mark  I,  which  saw action  in  1916,  was  a  lumbering 

behemoth that could barely keep up with the infantry. 

But  it  proved  to  be  surprisingly  effective,  and  the 
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Germans soon followed suit with their own tanks, such 

as the A7V.

By the end of the war, tanks had become an essential 

part  of  the  modern  battlefield.  They  were  used  to 

support  infantry  attacks,  break  through  enemy 

defenses,  and  exploit  breakthroughs.  The  tank  had 

proven  its  worth,  and  it  would  only  become  more 

important in the years to come.

The First World War also saw the development of new 

tank tactics.  The British pioneered the concept of the 

tank  offensive,  using  large  formations  of  tanks  to 

overwhelm  the  enemy.  The  Germans,  on  the  other 

hand, favored the use of tanks in smaller, more flexible 

units. Both approaches had their advantages, and the 

debate over the best way to use tanks would continue 

for decades to come.

The First World War was a watershed moment in the 

history of armored warfare. It was during this conflict 

that the tank first emerged as a major weapon of war, 
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and it was during this conflict that the basic principles 

of tank warfare were developed. The lessons learned in 

the trenches of France and Belgium would shape the 

course of armored warfare for generations to come.
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Chapter  1:  The  Birth  of  Armored 

Warfare

The Interwar Years and the Rise of Germany

The Treaty of Versailles, signed in 1919, was supposed 

to cripple Germany and prevent it  from ever waging 

war again. The treaty limited the size of the German 

military,  forbade  the  development  of  tanks,  and 

imposed  heavy  reparations  payments.  However,  the 

Germans were determined to rebuild their military and 

avenge their defeat in World War I.

In the years after the war, the German military began 

secretly developing new weapons and training troops 

in  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Versailles.  The  German 

government  also  funded  research  into  new  tank 

designs, and in 1926, the first German tank, the Panzer 

I, was produced.

The  development  of  the  Panzer  I  was  a  major  step 

forward for the German military, but it was still a small 
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and lightly armored tank. The Germans needed a more 

powerful tank that could stand up to the tanks of the 

other  major  powers.  In  1934,  the  German  military 

began developing the Panzer III, which was a medium 

tank with a 37mm gun. The Panzer III was a significant 

improvement over the Panzer I, and it would go on to 

become one of the most important tanks of World War 

II.

In addition to developing new tanks, the Germans also 

worked  on  developing  new  tactics  for  armored 

warfare.  In  the  1930s,  Heinz  Guderian,  a  German 

general, published a book called "Achtung-Panzer!" in 

which  he  argued that  tanks  should  be  used  in  large 

formations to spearhead attacks. Guderian's ideas were 

controversial  at  the  time,  but  they  would  later  be 

adopted by the German military.

By the mid-1930s, the German military had a powerful 

armored force that was ready for war.  The Germans 

used their  tanks to  great  effect  in  the early  years  of 
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World  War  II,  and  they  quickly  conquered  Poland, 

France,  and other countries in Europe.  However,  the 

Germans eventually faced defeat in World War II, and 

their armored force was destroyed.

Despite their defeat, the Germans left a lasting legacy 

on armored warfare. The tactics and technologies that 

they developed in the interwar years would be adopted 

by other armies around the world, and they continue to 

be used today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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