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Introduction

An  Ethical  Crossroads:  Choosing  Wisdom  Over 

Relativism addresses one of the most pressing issues of 

our time: the erosion of moral values in society. In an 

era marked by ethical relativism and moral ambiguity, 

Pasquale De Marco argues that the time has come for a 

return to objective morality.

Pasquale De Marco begins by examining the impact of 

ethical relativism on social problems, showing how it 

has  contributed  to  crime,  social  injustice, 

environmental  degradation,  economic inequality,  and 

political corruption. Pasquale De Marco then makes the 

case for moral objectivity, arguing that the equal rights 
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doctrine can be rationally proven and that it provides a 

foundation for solving intractable social problems.

One  of  the  key  features  of  An  Ethical  Crossroads: 

Choosing Wisdom Over Relativism is its  emphasis on 

personal  responsibility.  Pasquale  De  Marco  believes 

that individuals have a duty to act morally, even when 

it  is  difficult  or  unpopular.  Pasquale  De  Marco  also 

discusses  the  importance  of  education,  government, 

and community in promoting morality.

Pasquale De Marco concludes by offering a vision of 

hope for the future. Pasquale De Marco believes that it 

is  possible  to  create  a  more  ethical  society,  one  in 

which everyone is treated with dignity and respect.

In  An  Ethical  Crossroads:  Choosing  Wisdom  Over 

Relativism,  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  a 

comprehensive and thought-provoking examination of 

the ethical challenges facing our society. This book is 

essential reading for anyone who is concerned about 

the future of morality.
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Book Description

An  Ethical  Crossroads:  Choosing  Wisdom  Over 

Relativism is a comprehensive and thought-provoking 

examination  of  the  ethical  challenges  facing  our 

society. In this book, Pasquale De Marco argues that the 

erosion  of  moral  values  is  one  of  the  most  pressing 

issues  of  our  time  and  that  a  return  to  objective 

morality  is  essential  for  solving  social  problems  and 

creating a more just and equitable world.

Pasquale De Marco begins by examining the impact of 

ethical relativism on social problems, showing how it 

has  contributed  to  crime,  social  injustice, 

environmental  degradation,  economic inequality,  and 

political corruption. Pasquale De Marco then makes the 

case for moral objectivity, arguing that the equal rights 

doctrine can be rationally proven and that it provides a 

foundation for solving intractable social problems.
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One  of  the  key  features  of  An  Ethical  Crossroads: 

Choosing Wisdom Over Relativism is its emphasis on 

personal  responsibility.  Pasquale  De  Marco  believes 

that individuals have a duty to act morally, even when 

it  is  difficult  or  unpopular.  Pasquale  De  Marco  also 

discusses  the  importance  of  education,  government, 

and community in promoting morality.

In  An  Ethical  Crossroads:  Choosing  Wisdom  Over 

Relativism, Pasquale De Marco offers a vision of hope 

for  the  future.  Pasquale  De Marco believes  that  it  is 

possible to create a more ethical society, one in which 

everyone is treated with dignity and respect. This book 

is essential reading for anyone who is concerned about 

the future of morality.

An  Ethical  Crossroads:  Choosing  Wisdom  Over 

Relativism is a timely and important book that offers a 

clear  and  concise  analysis  of  the  ethical  challenges 

facing  our  society.  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  a 

powerful  argument  for  the  importance  of  objective 
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morality  and offers  practical  solutions  for  creating a 

more just and equitable world. 
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Chapter 1: The Ethical Quandary

1. The Erosion of Moral Values in Society

The  erosion  of  moral  values  in  society  is  a  serious 

problem  that  has  far-reaching  consequences.  When 

people no longer believe in objective moral truths, they 

are more likely to engage in unethical behavior. This 

can lead to a breakdown of social order and a decline 

in the quality of life for everyone.

There are many factors  that  have contributed to  the 

erosion of moral values in society. One factor is the rise 

of moral relativism, which holds that there is no such 

thing as objective morality and that all  moral  values 

are relative to the individual or the culture.  Another 

factor is the increasing secularization of society, which 

has  led  to  a  decline  in  the  influence  of  religion  on 

people's moral beliefs.

The erosion of moral values is evident in many areas of 

society. For example, there has been a sharp increase 
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in crime rates in recent decades. This is due in part to 

the fact that people are less likely to believe that there 

are moral consequences to their actions.

Another  area  where  the  erosion  of  moral  values  is 

evident is in the decline of the family. The traditional 

family unit is based on marriage and is supported by 

strong moral  values.  However,  in recent years,  there 

has been a dramatic increase in the number of single-

parent families and cohabiting couples. This has led to 

a decline in the stability of families and an increase in 

the number of children who are growing up without 

strong moral guidance.

The  erosion  of  moral  values  in  society  is  a  serious 

problem  that  needs  to  be  addressed.  If  we  want  to 

create a more just and prosperous society, we need to 

start by restoring our moral values.

7



Chapter 1: The Ethical Quandary

2. The Rise of Ethical Relativism

Over the past few decades, there has been a growing 

trend towards ethical relativism, the belief that there is 

no objective right or wrong and that all moral values 

are relative to the individual or culture. This trend has 

been fueled by a number of factors, including the rise 

of globalization, the increasing diversity of our society, 

and the decline of traditional institutions.

Ethical relativism has a number of implications for our 

society.  First,  it  can  lead  to  a  breakdown  in 

communication and understanding. When people hold 

different moral beliefs,  it  can be difficult for them to 

see  eye-to-eye  on  important  issues.  This  can  lead  to 

conflict and division.

Second, ethical relativism can make it difficult to hold 

people  accountable  for  their  actions.  If  there  is  no 

objective right or wrong, then it can be difficult to say 
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that someone has done something wrong. This can lead 

to  a  decline  in  moral  standards  and  an  increase  in 

crime and other social problems.

Third, ethical relativism can lead to a loss of meaning 

and purpose  in  life.  If  there  is  no  objective  right  or 

wrong, then it can be difficult to find a reason to live. 

This can lead to depression, anxiety, and other mental 

health problems.

The rise of ethical relativism is a serious challenge to 

our society. It is important to remember that there are 

objective  moral  values  that  apply  to  everyone, 

regardless of their culture or beliefs. These values are 

based on the inherent dignity of  every human being 

and the need for a just and peaceful society.

We must work to uphold these values and to reject the 

corrosive influence of ethical relativism. Only by doing 

so can we create a better future for ourselves and for 

our children.
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Chapter 1: The Ethical Quandary

3. The Consequences of Moral Ambiguity

Moral ambiguity is a state of affairs in which there is 

no clear right or wrong answer. This can be due to a 

number  of  factors,  such  as  conflicting  values, 

competing  interests,  or  a  lack  of  information.  Moral 

ambiguity can be a challenge for individuals, as it can 

make it difficult to make decisions and act in a way that 

is consistent with their values.

One of the consequences of moral ambiguity is that it 

can  lead  to  inaction.  When  people  are  faced  with  a 

morally ambiguous situation, they may be hesitant to 

take any action, for fear of making the wrong decision. 

This  can lead  to  missed  opportunities  to  do  good or 

prevent harm. For example, a person who is faced with 

a homeless person begging for money may be hesitant 

to give them money, because they are not sure if the 

person is truly in need or if they are simply trying to 
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scam them. As a result, the person may choose to do 

nothing,  even  though  they  could  have  helped  the 

homeless person.

Moral ambiguity can also lead to conflict and division. 

When  people  have  different  opinions  about  what  is 

right and wrong in a morally ambiguous situation, they 

may be more likely to argue and fight with each other. 

This can damage relationships and make it difficult to 

find common ground.  For  example,  a  couple  who is 

trying to decide whether or not to have children may 

find themselves in conflict over the issue. One person 

may believe that having children is the right thing to 

do, while the other person may believe that it is wrong. 

This can lead to arguments and resentment, and it may 

even put a strain on the relationship.

Finally,  moral  ambiguity  can  lead  to  a  loss  of  trust. 

When  people  are  faced  with  a  morally  ambiguous 

situation,  they may be more likely to distrust  others, 

even if  those  others  have  not  done  anything  wrong. 
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This is because moral ambiguity can create a sense of 

uncertainty  and  fear,  which  can  make  people  more 

suspicious of  others.  For example,  a  person who has 

been  the  victim  of  a  crime  may  be  more  likely  to 

distrust others, even if the person who committed the 

crime was a stranger. This can make it difficult to build 

relationships and trust others.

In conclusion, moral ambiguity can have a number of 

negative consequences for individuals and society as a 

whole. It can lead to inaction, conflict, division, and a 

loss of trust. Therefore, it is important to be aware of 

the challenges that moral ambiguity can pose and to 

develop strategies for dealing with it in a way that is 

consistent with our values.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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