
Woodturning Figurative Toys

Introduction

Welcome  to  the  fascinating  realm  of  woodturning, 

where  creativity  and  craftsmanship  intertwine  to 

transform ordinary wood into extraordinary works of 

art. Embark on a journey of discovery as we delve into 

the  captivating  world  of  woodturning,  unveiling  its 

secrets  and  empowering  you  to  craft  breathtaking 

pieces  that  will  add  warmth  and  elegance  to  your 

home, captivate the hearts of loved ones, and leave a 

lasting legacy of your artistry.

Within these pages, you'll find a comprehensive guide 

to woodturning, carefully crafted to nurture your skills 

and  inspire  your  imagination.  Whether  you're  a 

seasoned  woodworker  seeking  to  expand  your 

horizons  or  a  novice  eager  to  explore  the  art  of 

woodturning,  this  book  will  be  your  trusted 
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companion,  guiding  you  through  each  step  of  the 

process with clarity and expertise.

As you embark on this adventure, you'll  discover the 

fundamental principles of woodturning, from selecting 

the perfect wood for your project to mastering essential 

safety techniques. You'll learn how to operate various 

woodturning  tools  and  equipment  with  precision, 

ensuring  both  your  safety  and  the  quality  of  your 

creations.

Progressing  through the  chapters,  you'll  delve  into  a 

treasure trove of woodturning projects,  ranging from 

simple and elegant bowls to intricate and captivating 

figurines.  With  detailed  instructions  and  step-by-step 

guidance, you'll be able to replicate these projects with 

confidence,  gaining  valuable  experience  and  honing 

your skills with each completed piece.

But this book is more than just a collection of projects; 

it's an invitation to explore the boundless possibilities 

of  woodturning.  You'll  learn  how  to  incorporate 
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advanced techniques, such as hollowing, drilling, and 

embellishing, to create truly unique and personalized 

works of art.

As you journey deeper into the world of woodturning, 

you'll  discover  the  joy  of  creating  functional  and 

decorative  pieces  for  your  home,  from elegant  vases 

and  sculptures  to  custom-designed  furniture  and 

accessories. You'll also learn how to craft unique gifts 

and keepsakes for loved ones,  transforming ordinary 

moments into cherished memories.

Embrace  the  sustainable  ethos  of  woodturning, 

exploring  responsible  sourcing  practices  and  eco-

friendly  finishes.  Join  a  vibrant  community  of 

woodturners,  eager  to  share  their  knowledge,  skills, 

and passion for the craft.

With each turn of the lathe, you'll  unlock a world of 

creative possibilities, transforming wood into objects of 

beauty and functionality. As your skills and confidence 

grow, you'll find yourself creating exquisite pieces that 
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reflect  your  unique  artistic  vision  and  bring  joy  to 

those around you.

So,  pick  up  your  tools,  embrace  the  magic  of 

woodturning,  and  let  your  creativity  take  flight.  The 

journey begins now.
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Book Description

Embark on a transformative journey into the world of 

woodturning with Woodturning Figurative Toys, your 

ultimate guide to crafting exquisite pieces that blend 

artistry and functionality. This comprehensive book is 

meticulously  designed  for  woodworkers  of  all  skill 

levels,  providing  a  wealth  of  knowledge,  expert 

guidance,  and  inspiring  projects  to  ignite  your 

creativity.

Within  these  pages,  you'll  discover  the  fundamental 

principles of woodturning, empowering you to master 

essential techniques and safety practices. Learn how to 

select  the  perfect  wood  for  your  project,  operate 

various  tools  and  equipment  with  precision,  and 

transform ordinary wood into extraordinary creations.

Progress through a diverse collection of woodturning 

projects,  ranging  from  simple  bowls  and  platters  to 

intricate figurines and decorative pieces. With detailed 
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instructions and step-by-step guidance, you'll be able to 

replicate  these  projects  with  confidence,  gaining 

valuable experience and honing your skills with each 

completed piece.

But  Woodturning  Figurative  Toys  goes  beyond  mere 

instruction; it's an invitation to explore the boundless 

possibilities  of  woodturning.  Delve  into  advanced 

techniques,  such  as  hollowing,  drilling,  and 

embellishing, to create truly unique and personalized 

works of art. Discover how to incorporate color, design, 

and texture to bring your creative vision to life.

Unleash your creativity and transform your home into 

a haven of beauty and functionality. Craft elegant vases 

and  sculptures  that  add  a  touch  of  sophistication  to 

your  living  space.  Design  custom  furniture  and 

accessories that reflect your personal style and bring 

warmth to your home.

Embrace  the  sustainable  ethos  of  woodturning  by 

learning  responsible  sourcing  practices  and  eco-
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friendly  finishes.  Join  a  vibrant  community  of 

woodturners,  eager  to  share  their  knowledge,  skills, 

and passion for the craft.

With Woodturning Figurative Toys as your guide, you'll 

unlock a world of  creative possibilities,  transforming 

wood into objects of beauty and functionality. As your 

skills and confidence grow, you'll find yourself creating 

exquisite pieces that reflect your unique artistic vision 

and bring joy to those around you.

Embark  on  this  woodturning  adventure  today  and 

discover  the  transformative  power  of  creativity.  Let 

your  imagination  take  flight  and  create  a  legacy  of 

handcrafted  masterpieces  that  will  be  cherished  for 

generations to come.
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Chapter  1:  Embarking  on  the 

Woodturning Adventure

1.  Unveiling  the  Enchanting  World  of 

Woodturning

Woodturning, an ancient craft steeped in tradition and 

artistry, invites you to embark on a fascinating journey 

where  ordinary  wood  transforms  into  captivating 

works of art.  As you step into this enchanting realm, 

you'll  discover  a  world  of  boundless  creativity  and 

endless possibilities.

Woodturning  is  more  than  just  a  hobby;  it's  a 

meditative practice that connects you with the natural 

world  and allows you to  express  your  artistic  vision 

through  the  beauty  of  wood.  With  each  turn  of  the 

lathe,  you'll  witness  the  raw  material  evolve  into 

something  truly  extraordinary,  a  testament  to  your 

skill and imagination.
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The  allure  of  woodturning  lies  in  its  versatility. 

Whether  you're  a  seasoned  craftsman  seeking  to 

expand your repertoire or a novice eager to explore a 

new creative outlet,  woodturning welcomes you with 

open arms. It's a craft that can be enjoyed by people of 

all  ages  and  skill  levels,  offering  a  sense  of 

accomplishment  and  satisfaction  that's  hard  to  find 

elsewhere.

As  you delve  deeper  into  the  world  of  woodturning, 

you'll discover a vast array of projects to choose from, 

each  presenting  its  unique  challenges  and 

opportunities.  From  simple  bowls  and  spindles  to 

intricate  figurines  and  decorative  pieces,  the 

possibilities are limited only by your imagination.

Woodturning  is  not  just  about  creating  beautiful 

objects;  it's  also  about  connecting  with  history  and 

tradition.  For  centuries,  woodturners  have  passed 

down their  skills  and knowledge  from generation  to 
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generation, preserving this ancient craft and enriching 

our cultural heritage.

Whether you're looking to create functional pieces for 

your  home,  unique  gifts  for  loved  ones,  or  simply 

explore your creativity, woodturning offers a fulfilling 

and  rewarding  experience.  Embrace  the  magic  of 

woodturning  and  unlock  the  boundless  possibilities 

that await you in this enchanting realm.
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Chapter  1:  Embarking  on  the 

Woodturning Adventure

2.  Essential  Tools  and  Equipment  for 

Woodturners

Before  embarking  on  your  woodturning  journey,  it's 

essential to gather the necessary tools and equipment 

to  ensure  a  safe  and  productive  experience.  This 

section provides an overview of the fundamental tools 

and equipment every woodturner needs to get started.

Lathe: The Heart of Your Woodturning Setup

The  lathe  is  the  centerpiece  of  any  woodturning 

workshop. It's a machine that spins the wood while you 

shape  it  with  various  tools.  When  selecting  a  lathe, 

consider its size, power, and features. For beginners, a 

benchtop lathe is a suitable option, offering a compact 

and affordable starting point. However, as your skills 

and  projects  grow  in  complexity,  you  may  want  to 
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upgrade to a larger floor model lathe with more power 

and features.

Woodturning  Tools:  Precision  Instruments  for 

Shaping Wood

Woodturning  tools  are  specialized  instruments 

designed to shape and refine wood on a lathe. The most 

fundamental tools include:

1. Roughing Gouge: This tool is used for removing 

large  amounts  of  wood  quickly,  shaping  the 

initial form of your project.

2. Spindle  Gouge: This  versatile  tool  is  used  for 

shaping and smoothing curved surfaces, creating 

beads, and coves.

3. Parting Tool: This thin, blade-like tool is used for 

cutting grooves, separating sections of wood, and 

creating tenons.

4. Skew Chisel: This tool is used for creating fine 

details, such as beads, coves, and parting lines.
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5. Sandpaper: Sandpaper  is  used  for  smoothing 

and finishing  the  surface  of  your  projects.  Use 

different  grits,  starting  with  coarse  grits  for 

removing imperfections and finishing with fine 

grits for a smooth, polished surface.

Safety Gear: Protecting Yourself While You Work

Woodturning can generate dust and flying wood chips, 

so  it's  crucial  to  prioritize  safety.  Always  wear 

appropriate safety gear, including:

1. Safety  Glasses: Wear  safety  glasses  or  a  face 

shield  to  protect  your  eyes  from  flying  wood 

chips and dust.

2. Dust  Mask: Use  a  dust  mask  or  respirator  to 

protect your lungs from inhaling wood dust.

3. Ear Protection: Wear earplugs or ear muffs to 

protect your hearing from the noise of the lathe.

4. Gloves: Wearing  gloves  can  help  protect  your 

hands from splinters and sharp edges.
13



Additional Equipment for Enhanced Woodturning

In  addition  to  the  essential  tools  and  safety  gear 

mentioned above, there are several additional pieces of 

equipment  that  can  enhance  your  woodturning 

experience:

1. Tool Rest: A tool rest provides support for your 

tools as you work, ensuring greater control and 

precision.

2. Spindle  Sander: A  spindle  sander  is  a 

specialized  sander  designed  for  shaping  and 

smoothing spindles and other cylindrical forms.

3. Chuck: A chuck is a device that holds the wood 

in place on the lathe. Different types of chucks 

are  available  for  different  shapes  and  sizes  of 

wood.

4. Tailstock: The tailstock is a movable part of the 

lathe that supports the wood from the opposite 

end of the headstock.
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5. Live Center: A  live  center  is  a  rotating center 

that  is  inserted into  the  tailstock  and supports 

the wood as it spins.

With the right tools, equipment, and safety gear, you'll 

be  well-equipped  to  embark  on  your  woodturning 

adventure and create beautiful, functional, and unique 

pieces of art.
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Chapter  1:  Embarking  on  the 

Woodturning Adventure

3.  Selecting  the  Perfect  Wood  for  Your 

Projects

The choice of wood is paramount in woodturning, as it 

significantly  influences  the  outcome  of  your  project. 

Different types of wood possess unique characteristics, 

such  as  grain  patterns,  hardness,  workability,  and 

color, which impact the final appearance, functionality, 

and durability  of  your creation.  Selecting the perfect 

wood for your project requires careful consideration of 

these factors.

Grain Patterns and Aesthetics

The grain pattern of the wood plays a crucial role in 

determining  the  visual  appeal  of  your  woodturned 

piece.  Woods with prominent grain patterns,  such as 

maple or oak, can create striking effects when turned, 
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adding  depth  and  character  to  your  project. 

Conversely,  woods  with  subtle  grain  patterns,  like 

poplar  or  basswood,  provide  a  clean and minimalist 

aesthetic, allowing the form of your piece to take center 

stage.

Hardness and Workability

The hardness of the wood is another important factor 

to consider. Harder woods, such as cherry or walnut, 

are more challenging to turn but produce a smooth and 

durable finish. Softer woods, such as pine or aspen, are 

easier  to  work  with  and  are  often  preferred  by 

beginners.  However,  they  may  require  more  care  to 

achieve a blemish-free surface.

Color and Finishing

The natural color of the wood can greatly influence the 

overall  look  of  your  project.  Some  woods,  like 

mahogany or padauk, possess rich, vibrant colors that 

can stand on their own. Others, like birch or ash, have 
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a more neutral tone, making them ideal for painting or 

staining to match your desired aesthetic.

Matching Wood to Your Project

The  type  of  project  you  intend  to  create  will  also 

influence your choice of wood. For instance, if you're 

making  a  decorative  bowl,  you  may  opt  for  a  wood 

with a beautiful grain pattern that will be highlighted 

by the turning process. For a functional item, such as a 

kitchen utensil, you might choose a harder wood that 

can withstand wear and tear.

Experimentation and Personal Preference

Ultimately,  the best way to find the perfect wood for 

your project is through experimentation and personal 

preference.  Visit  your  local  lumberyard  or 

woodworking  store  and  examine  different  types  of 

wood  firsthand.  Feel  the  weight,  observe  the  grain 

patterns, and consider how the wood might look once 
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turned. Don't be afraid to ask for advice from the staff 

or other woodworkers.

By carefully selecting the right wood for your project, 

you lay the foundation for a successful and enjoyable 

woodturning  experience.  With  practice  and 

experimentation,  you'll  develop  an  intuitive 

understanding of the various woods and their unique 

properties, enabling you to choose the perfect wood for 

any project you undertake.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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