
Hidden Secrets: The Enigma of Edgar's 

Lineage

Introduction

Edgar J. Hoover, the enigmatic and controversial first 

director of  the Federal  Bureau of  Investigation (FBI), 

has  long been shrouded in  mystery  and speculation. 

One  of  the  most  enduring  and  intriguing  questions 

surrounding Hoover's life is his racial identity. While 

he  publicly  identified  as  white,  some  historians  and 

researchers  have  suggested  that  he  may  have  had 

African American ancestry.

This  book  delves  into  the  complex  and  often 

contradictory evidence surrounding Hoover's  lineage, 

exploring  both  the  theories  that  support  his  black 

ancestry  and  the  arguments  against  them.  We  will 

examine the historical context of race and identity in 
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America, and the role that the FBI played in shaping 

those perceptions.

Through  meticulous  research  and  analysis,  we  will 

uncover the truth behind the rumors and innuendos 

that have plagued Hoover's legacy for decades. We will 

explore the impact of his racial identity on his personal 

life, his career, and the FBI itself.

Along the way, we will encounter a cast of fascinating 

characters,  including  Hoover's  associates,  rivals,  and 

alleged  family  members.  We  will  examine  the  FBI's 

involvement  in  racial  profiling and surveillance,  and 

the  ways  in  which  Hoover's  own  beliefs  may  have 

influenced the bureau's actions.

Ultimately, this book seeks to shed light on one of the 

most  enduring  mysteries  of  American  history.  By 

uncovering  the  truth  about  Edgar  J.  Hoover's  racial 

identity,  we can gain  a  deeper  understanding of  the 

complex and often hidden forces that have shaped our 

nation's past and present.
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Book Description

J. Edgar Hoover, the enigmatic and controversial first 

director of  the Federal  Bureau of  Investigation (FBI), 

has  long been shrouded in  mystery  and speculation. 

One  of  the  most  enduring  and  intriguing  questions 

surrounding Hoover's life is his racial identity. While 

he  publicly  identified  as  white,  some  historians  and 

researchers  have  suggested  that  he  may  have  had 

African American ancestry.

This groundbreaking book delves into the complex and 

often  contradictory  evidence  surrounding  Hoover's 

lineage,  exploring  both  the  theories  that  support  his 

black  ancestry  and  the  arguments  against  them. 

Through meticulous research and analysis, it uncovers 

the truth behind the rumors and innuendos that have 

plagued Hoover's legacy for decades.

Drawing on a wealth of primary sources, including FBI 

files,  personal  letters,  and  interviews  with  Hoover's 
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associates, the book examines the historical context of 

race and identity in America, and the role that the FBI 

played in shaping those perceptions. It reveals the ways 

in which Hoover's own beliefs may have influenced the 

bureau's  actions,  including  its  involvement  in  racial 

profiling and surveillance.

Along the way, the book introduces a cast of fascinating 

characters,  including  Hoover's  close  associates,  his 

political rivals, and alleged family members. It explores 

the impact of Hoover's racial identity on his personal 

life, his career, and the FBI itself.

Ultimately, this book seeks to shed light on one of the 

most  enduring  mysteries  of  American  history.  By 

uncovering  the  truth  about  Edgar  J.  Hoover's  racial 

identity,  it  provides  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 

complex and often hidden forces that have shaped our 

nation's past and present.

Whether  you  are  a  history  buff,  a  student  of  race 

relations, or simply someone fascinated by the enigma 
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of  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  this  book  is  a  must-read.  It  is  a 

gripping and thought-provoking exploration of one of 

the most controversial figures in American history, and 

a timely reminder of the power of truth to challenge 

our assumptions and reshape our understanding of the 

past.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling the Lineage

Edgar's Paternal Ancestry

Edgar  J.  Hoover's  paternal  ancestry  is  shrouded  in 

mystery and speculation. While he publicly identified 

as  white,  some  historians  and  researchers  have 

suggested  that  he  may  have  had  African  American 

ancestry.

Hoover's paternal grandfather, Jacob Hoover, was born 

in  Switzerland  in  1818.  He  emigrated  to  the  United 

States in 1848 and settled in the Midwest. Jacob Hoover 

was  a  farmer  and  a  devout  Mennonite.  He  married 

Mary Ann Groff, a fellow Mennonite, in 1850.

The couple had eight children, including Edgar's father, 

Dickerson Hoover. Dickerson Hoover was born in 1852 

in Washington, Iowa. He was a successful businessman 

and a prominent member of the Republican Party. He 

married Anna Maria Scheitlin in 1879.
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Edgar J. Hoover was born in 1895 in Washington, D.C. 

He was the second of two children born to Dickerson 

and  Anna  Hoover.  Edgar's  older  sister,  Lillian,  was 

born in 1892.

There  is  no  definitive  evidence  to  support  the  claim 

that Edgar J.  Hoover had African American ancestry. 

However,  there are a number of  intriguing pieces of 

circumstantial evidence that have led some historians 

to believe that this may be the case.

One piece of evidence is Hoover's physical appearance. 

Hoover  had dark skin,  brown eyes,  and coarse  hair, 

which were all physical characteristics that were more 

common among African Americans than among whites 

at the time.

Another  piece  of  evidence  is  the  fact  that  Hoover's 

father,  Dickerson  Hoover,  was  born  in  Washington, 

Iowa, a town that was home to a significant population 

of  African  Americans.  It  is  possible  that  Dickerson 

Hoover had a relationship with an African American 
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woman, and that Edgar J. Hoover was the result of that 

relationship.

Finally,  there is  the  fact  that  Hoover's  mother,  Anna 

Maria  Scheitlin,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  a  country 

that has a long history of racial mixing. It is possible 

that  Anna  Maria  Scheitlin  had  African  American 

ancestry,  and  that  Edgar  J.  Hoover  inherited  this 

ancestry from her.

The evidence supporting the claim that Edgar J. Hoover 

had African American ancestry is circumstantial, but it 

is intriguing. It is possible that Hoover's racial identity 

was more complex than he publicly acknowledged.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling the Lineage

The Enigma of the Hoover Name

The  Hoover  name  is  synonymous  with  law 

enforcement in the United States. For decades, J. Edgar 

Hoover presided over the FBI, shaping its policies and 

practices and leaving an indelible mark on American 

history. However, the origins of the Hoover name are 

shrouded  in  mystery,  adding  to  the  enigma  that 

surrounds the man himself.

One theory suggests that the Hoover name is of Swiss-

German  origin,  stemming  from  the  word  "huber," 

which means "huntsman" or "falconer." This etymology 

aligns  with the fact  that  many of  Hoover's  ancestors 

were farmers and hunters in Switzerland. According to 

this theory, the Hoover family emigrated to America in 

the 18th century, settling in Pennsylvania.

Another  theory  traces  the  Hoover  name  to  England. 

Some  researchers  believe  that  the  name  is  derived 
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from  the  Old  English  word  "hof,"  which  means  "a 

dwelling place" or "a farm." This theory suggests that 

the Hoover family originated in England and emigrated 

to America in the 17th century.

Complicating the matter further,  there is  evidence to 

suggest that the Hoover name may have been adopted 

or changed at some point in the family's history. Some 

researchers  speculate  that  Hoover's  ancestors  may 

have originally had a different surname, such as Huber 

or Hofer, which was later anglicized to Hoover.

Adding to the confusion, there are numerous variations 

of the Hoover name found in historical records. These 

variations include Huber, Hofer, Huver, and Hoofer. It 

is  possible  that  these  variations  represent  different 

branches  of  the  Hoover  family  or  simply  reflect  the 

different  ways  in  which  the  name  was  spelled  and 

pronounced over time.

Despite  the  uncertainty  surrounding  its  origins,  the 

Hoover name has become synonymous with power and 
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authority in America. J. Edgar Hoover's tenure as FBI 

director cemented the name's place in history, and it 

continues to be associated with law enforcement and 

national security to this day.
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Chapter 1: Unveiling the Lineage

Unraveling the Swiss Connection

Edgar  J.  Hoover's  paternal  ancestry  has  long  been  a 

subject  of  speculation  and  debate.  While  Hoover 

himself claimed to be of German and English descent, 

some researchers have suggested that he may have had 

Swiss ancestry as well.

One  of  the  most  intriguing  pieces  of  evidence 

supporting this theory is the fact that Hoover's paternal 

grandfather,  John  Minnich  Hoover,  was  born  in 

Switzerland in 1821. John Minnich Hoover emigrated to 

the  United  States  in  1848,  and  settled  in  Ohio.  He 

married Mary Ellen Deardorff, who was also of Swiss 

descent.

Another  piece  of  evidence  supporting  the  Swiss 

connection is the fact that Hoover's father, Dickerson N. 

Hoover, was a member of the Swiss Benevolent Society 

of  Cincinnati.  This  society  was  founded  in  1861  to 
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provide support and assistance to Swiss immigrants in 

the Cincinnati area.

However,  there  is  also  evidence  that  contradicts  the 

Swiss connection theory. For example, Hoover's birth 

certificate  lists  his  father's  birthplace  as  Ohio,  not 

Switzerland.  Additionally,  there  is  no  record  of  John 

Minnich Hoover ever naturalizing as a U.S. citizen.

Despite the conflicting evidence, the Swiss connection 

theory remains a popular topic of speculation among 

historians and researchers.  If  Hoover did have Swiss 

ancestry, it would add another layer of complexity to 

his already enigmatic persona.

The  Swiss  connection  theory  is  just  one  of  many 

mysteries  surrounding  Edgar  J.  Hoover's  lineage.  By 

delving  into  the  historical  evidence,  we  can  gain  a 

better understanding of the man who led the FBI for 

nearly half a century.

13



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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