
State, Regional, and Local Planning and 

Development

Introduction

State,  regional,  and  local  planning  and  development 

are  critical  to  the  future  of  our  communities.  In  an 

increasingly  complex  and  interconnected  world,  we 

face  a  multitude  of  challenges  that  require  a 

coordinated  response  from  all  levels  of  government. 

From  climate  change  to  economic  inequality,  from 

aging infrastructure to the need for affordable housing, 

the  problems  we  face  are  too  big  for  any  one 

jurisdiction to solve on its own.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of state, 

regional,  and local  planning and development in the 

United  States.  It  examines  the  history,  theory,  and 

practice  of  planning,  as  well  as  the  legal  and 

1



institutional framework in which planning takes place. 

The  book  also  explores  the  challenges  and 

opportunities  facing  planners  today,  and  it  provides 

recommendations  for  how  to  improve  planning 

practice in the future.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

planning,  public  policy,  or  the  future  of  our 

communities. It is also a valuable resource for students, 

scholars,  and  practitioners  in  a  variety  of  fields, 

including  urban  studies,  public  administration, 

environmental science, and economics.

In this book, we will explore the following topics:

 The history of state, regional, and local planning 

in the United States

 The  legal  and  institutional  framework  for 

planning

 The theory and practice of planning

 The challenges and opportunities facing planners 

today
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 Recommendations for how to improve planning 

practice in the future

We hope that this book will provide you with a deeper 

understanding  of  the  role  that  planning  plays  in 

shaping our communities and that it will inspire you to 

get involved in the planning process.

Planning is a complex and challenging field, but it  is 

also a rewarding one. Planners have the opportunity to 

make  a  real  difference  in  the  lives  of  people  and 

communities.  By  working  together,  we  can  create  a 

more just, sustainable, and prosperous future for all.
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Book Description

State,  Regional,  and  Local  Planning  and 

Development provides a comprehensive overview of 

the planning process in the United States. It examines 

the history, theory, and practice of planning, as well as 

the  legal  and  institutional  framework  in  which 

planning  takes  place.  The  book  also  explores  the 

challenges  and  opportunities  facing  planners  today, 

and it provides recommendations for how to improve 

planning practice in the future.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

planning,  public  policy,  or  the  future  of  our 

communities. It is also a valuable resource for students, 

scholars,  and  practitioners  in  a  variety  of  fields, 

including  urban  studies,  public  administration, 

environmental science, and economics.

In this book, you will learn about:
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 The history of state, regional, and local planning 

in the United States

 The  legal  and  institutional  framework  for 

planning

 The theory and practice of planning

 The challenges and opportunities facing planners 

today

 Recommendations for how to improve planning 

practice in the future

This book is unique because it:

 Provides a comprehensive overview of planning 

in  the  United  States,  from  its  history  to  its 

current practice

 Examines the legal and institutional framework 

for  planning,  which  is  essential  for 

understanding how planning works

 Explores the challenges and opportunities facing 

planners  today,  such  as  climate  change, 

economic inequality, and aging infrastructure

5



 Provides recommendations for how to improve 

planning  practice  in  the  future,  making  it  a 

valuable resource for planners and policymakers

If you are interested in planning, public policy, or 

the future of our communities, then this book is for 

you. It is a comprehensive and up-to-date overview 

of  planning  in  the  United  States,  and  it  provides 

essential insights for anyone who wants to make a 

difference in their community. 
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Chapter 1: State and Regional Planning 

in the United States

Federalism and Intergovernmental Relations

Federalism is a system of government in which power 

is divided between a central government and several 

regional governments. In the United States, the federal 

government  is  responsible  for  matters  of  national 

concern, such as foreign policy, defense, and interstate 

commerce.  State  governments  are  responsible  for 

matters  of  local  concern,  such  as  education,  public 

safety, and transportation. Local governments, such as 

cities  and  counties,  are  responsible  for  providing 

services  to  their  residents,  such  as  water  and  sewer 

service,  garbage  collection,  and  police  and  fire 

protection.

Intergovernmental  relations  are  the  relationships 

between  different  levels  of  government.  These 

relationships  can  be  cooperative  or  conflictual. 
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Cooperative intergovernmental relations are essential 

for  effective  planning  and  development.  When 

different levels of government work together, they can 

pool their resources and expertise to achieve common 

goals.  For  example,  a  state  government  and  a  local 

government  might  work  together  to  develop  a 

comprehensive plan for a region.

Conflictual  intergovernmental  relations  can  hinder 

planning  and  development.  When  different  levels  of 

government  disagree  on  goals  or  policies,  it  can  be 

difficult to move forward with projects. For example, a 

state  government  might  want  to  build  a  highway 

through a local  community,  but the local  community 

might  oppose  the  highway  because  it  would  disrupt 

their way of life.

There  are  a  number  of  mechanisms  for  promoting 

cooperative  intergovernmental  relations.  These 

mechanisms include:
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 Communication: Different levels of government 

need to communicate with each other regularly 

to  share  information  and  coordinate  their 

activities.

 Cooperation: Different  levels  of  government 

need  to  be  willing  to  work  together  to  solve 

common problems.

 Compromise: Different  levels  of  government 

need  to  be  willing  to  compromise  when  they 

have different goals or policies.

 Trust: Different  levels  of  government  need  to 

trust  each  other  in  order  to  work  together 

effectively.

When  different  levels  of  government  work  together 

effectively,  they  can  achieve  great  things.  They  can 

build infrastructure, provide services, and protect the 

environment.  They  can  also  promote  economic 

development and improve the quality of life for their 

residents.
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Federalism  and  intergovernmental  relations  are 

complex  and  challenging,  but  they  are  essential  for 

effective  planning  and  development  in  the  United 

States.  By  working  together,  different  levels  of 

government  can create  a  more just,  sustainable,  and 

prosperous future for all.
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Chapter 1: State and Regional Planning 

in the United States

The  Role  of  State  and  Regional  Planning 

Agencies

State and regional planning agencies play a vital role in 

the  planning  and  development  of  our  communities. 

They  work  to  coordinate  land  use,  transportation, 

housing, and economic development at a regional level, 

and they provide technical  assistance and support to 

local governments.

State  planning  agencies  are  typically  responsible  for 

developing and maintaining a comprehensive plan for 

the  state.  This  plan  sets  forth  the  state's  goals  and 

objectives for growth and development, and it provides 

a framework for decision-making by state agencies and 

local governments. State planning agencies also review 

and approve local comprehensive plans, and they may 
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provide  funding  for  planning  and  development 

projects.

Regional  planning  agencies  are  typically  responsible 

for coordinating planning and development activities 

within  a  specific  region.  They  may  develop  regional 

comprehensive  plans,  conduct  land  use  and 

transportation  studies,  and  provide  technical 

assistance  to  local  governments.  Regional  planning 

agencies  also  play  a  role  in  promoting  economic 

development and addressing regional issues such as air 

quality and water quality.

State and regional planning agencies work closely with 

local  governments  to  coordinate  planning  and 

development  activities.  They  provide  technical 

assistance and support to local governments, and they 

review and approve local comprehensive plans. State 

and  regional  planning  agencies  also  play  a  role  in 

promoting  intergovernmental  cooperation  and 

resolving conflicts between local governments.
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In addition to their work on land use, transportation, 

housing, and economic development, state and regional 

planning agencies also play a role in addressing other 

important issues such as climate change, sustainability, 

and resilience. They work to develop plans and policies 

that will help communities adapt to the challenges of 

climate  change  and  build  more  sustainable  and 

resilient communities.

State  and  regional  planning  agencies  are  essential 

partners  in  the  planning  and  development  of  our 

communities.  They  play  a  vital  role  in  coordinating 

planning  and  development  activities,  promoting 

economic development, and addressing regional issues. 

By  working  together,  state,  regional,  and  local 

governments can create more livable, sustainable, and 

prosperous communities for all.
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Chapter 1: State and Regional Planning 

in the United States

The Planning Process

The planning process  is  a  systematic  way of  making 

decisions about how to use land and other resources in 

a community. It involves gathering data, analyzing the 

data,  developing  plans,  and  implementing  the  plans. 

The  planning  process  is  typically  carried  out  by  a 

planning agency, which may be a local government, a 

regional government, or a state government.

The first step in the planning process is to gather data 

about  the  community.  This  data  can  include 

information  about  the  population,  the  economy,  the 

environment, and the transportation system. The data 

can be gathered from a variety of sources, such as the 

census, surveys, and interviews.

Once  the  data  has  been  gathered,  it  is  analyzed  to 

identify  trends  and  patterns.  This  analysis  can  help 
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planners to identify problems and opportunities in the 

community.  For  example,  planners  might  identify  a 

need for more affordable housing or a new park.

After  the  data  has  been  analyzed,  planners  develop 

plans to address the problems and opportunities that 

have been identified. These plans can include land use 

plans,  transportation  plans,  and  economic 

development plans. The plans are typically developed 

with the input of the public.

Once  the  plans  have  been  developed,  they  are 

implemented.  This  can  involve  a  variety  of  actions, 

such  as  zoning  changes,  public  works  projects,  and 

business development initiatives. The implementation 

of  the  plans  is  typically  overseen  by  the  planning 

agency.

The  planning  process  is  an  ongoing  process.  As  the 

community changes, the plans need to be updated to 

reflect the new conditions. The planning process is also 

a collaborative process. It involves the participation of 
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a  variety  of  stakeholders,  including  government 

officials,  business  leaders,  community  activists,  and 

residents.

The  planning  process  is  essential  for  creating 

communities  that  are  livable,  sustainable,  and 

prosperous.  By planning for  the future,  communities 

can  avoid  problems  and  take  advantage  of 

opportunities.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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