
The Chess Wizard: Unveiling the Secrets 

of Capablanca

Introduction

José Raúl Capablanca y Graupera, often referred to as 

"the  Human  Chess  Machine,"  was  a  Cuban  chess 

prodigy, world champion, and one of the greatest chess 

players  of  all  time.  His  exceptional  talent,  strategic 

brilliance,  and  mastery  of  endgames  earned  him  a 

reputation as a chess legend. This book delves into the 

life,  career,  and  enduring  legacy  of  Capablanca, 

unveiling  the  secrets  behind  his  remarkable 

achievements and the profound impact he had on the 

world of chess.

Born in Havana, Cuba, in 1888, Capablanca displayed 

an extraordinary aptitude for chess from an early age. 

By the age of 13, he had defeated some of the strongest 
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players in Cuba, and by 20, he had become a force to be 

reckoned with on the international stage. Capablanca's 

rise to the top was marked by a series of impressive 

victories,  including his  triumph at  the  St.  Petersburg 

Tournament  of  1914,  where  he  faced  and  defeated 

some of the world's best players.

In 1921, Capablanca reached the pinnacle of his career 

when he defeated Emanuel Lasker to become the world 

chess  champion.  He  held  the  title  for  six  years, 

defending  it  successfully  against  all  challengers. 

Capablanca's  reign  was  characterized  by  his 

dominance, his innovative strategies, and his ability to 

outplay his opponents with remarkable ease.

Beyond his competitive achievements, Capablanca was 

also a gifted writer, analyst, and teacher. He authored 

several  books  on  chess,  sharing  his  insights  into  the 

game and helping to popularize chess among a broader 

audience.  Capablanca's  contributions  to  chess  theory 

2



and  his  emphasis  on  positional  play  had  a  lasting 

impact on the development of the game.

This  book  offers  a  comprehensive  exploration  of 

Capablanca's  life  and  career,  shedding  light  on  his 

exceptional talent, his unique approach to chess, and 

his enduring legacy. Through a detailed examination of 

his  games,  strategies,  and contributions to  the game, 

this  book  provides  a  deeper  understanding  of 

Capablanca's genius and his profound influence on the 

world of chess.

Join us on a journey through the remarkable life and 

career  of  José  Raúl  Capablanca,  the  Cuban  chess 

prodigy who captivated the world with his brilliance 

and mastery of the game. Discover the secrets behind 

his legendary achievements and explore the enduring 

impact he had on the world of chess.
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Book Description

In the world of chess, José Raúl Capablanca stands as a 

towering  figure,  a  chess  prodigy  who  captivated  the 

world with his brilliance and mastery of the game. This 

book delves into the life, career, and enduring legacy of 

Capablanca,  offering  a  comprehensive  exploration  of 

his  exceptional  talent,  his  unique approach to  chess, 

and his profound influence on the game.

Born in Havana, Cuba, in 1888, Capablanca displayed 

an extraordinary aptitude for chess from an early age. 

By the age of 13, he had defeated some of the strongest 

players in Cuba, and by 20, he had become a force to be 

reckoned with on the international stage. Capablanca's 

rise to the top was marked by a series of impressive 

victories,  including his  triumph at  the  St.  Petersburg 

Tournament  of  1914,  where  he  faced  and  defeated 

some of the world's best players.
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In 1921, Capablanca reached the pinnacle of his career 

when he defeated Emanuel Lasker to become the world 

chess  champion.  He  held  the  title  for  six  years, 

defending  it  successfully  against  all  challengers. 

Capablanca's  reign  was  characterized  by  his 

dominance, his innovative strategies, and his ability to 

outplay his opponents with remarkable ease.

Beyond his competitive achievements, Capablanca was 

also a gifted writer, analyst, and teacher. He authored 

several  books  on  chess,  sharing  his  insights  into  the 

game and helping to popularize chess among a broader 

audience.  Capablanca's  contributions  to  chess  theory 

and  his  emphasis  on  positional  play  had  a  lasting 

impact on the development of the game.

This  book  offers  a  comprehensive  exploration  of 

Capablanca's  life  and  career,  shedding  light  on  his 

exceptional talent, his unique approach to chess, and 

his enduring legacy. Through a detailed examination of 

his  games,  strategies,  and contributions to  the game, 
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this  book  provides  a  deeper  understanding  of 

Capablanca's genius and his profound influence on the 

world of chess.

Join us on a journey through the remarkable life and 

career  of  José  Raúl  Capablanca,  the  Cuban  chess 

prodigy who captivated the world with his brilliance 

and mastery of the game. Discover the secrets behind 

his legendary achievements and explore the enduring 

impact he had on the world of chess.
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Chapter 1: The Early Years

Capablanca's Childhood

José  Raúl  Capablanca  y  Graupera  was  born  on 

November  19,  1888,  in  Havana,  Cuba.  He  was  the 

youngest  of  five  children  born  to  José  María 

Capablanca  y  Fernández,  a  Spanish  military  officer, 

and  María  Concepción  Graupera  y  Marín,  a  Cuban 

aristocrat.  Capablanca's  early  life  was  marked  by 

privilege and opportunity, and he quickly displayed a 

remarkable aptitude for chess.

Capablanca's  father  taught  him  the  basics  of  chess 

when he was just four years old. The young Capablanca 

showed an immediate fascination for the game, and he 

quickly mastered the fundamentals. By the age of six, 

he was already defeating his father and other family 

members  with ease.  Capablanca's  parents  recognized 

his talent and encouraged him to pursue his passion for 

chess.
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At  the  age  of  eight,  Capablanca  joined  the  Havana 

Chess Club, where he began to compete against more 

experienced  players.  He  quickly  rose  through  the 

ranks, and by the age of 10, he was considered one of 

the strongest players in Cuba. Capablanca's exceptional 

talent and natural intuition for the game were evident 

from an early age.

In  1901,  Capablanca  participated  in  his  first 

international  tournament,  the  Pan-American  Chess 

Congress  in  Mexico  City.  At  just  12  years  old,  he 

finished  in  second  place,  behind  the  reigning  world 

champion,  Emanuel  Lasker.  This  impressive 

performance  brought  Capablanca  to  the  attention  of 

the  international  chess  community,  and  he  soon 

became known as a rising star in the world of chess.

As Capablanca continued to develop his skills, he also 

began to develop his own unique style of play. He was 

known for his positional mastery, his strategic acumen, 

and  his  ability  to  outplay  his  opponents  with 
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remarkable  ease.  Capablanca's  brilliance  and 

dominance at  such a young age captivated the chess 

world and set the stage for his future greatness.

* A Prodigy in the Making

Capablanca's  early  successes  in  chess  tournaments 

earned him recognition and admiration from the chess 

community. He was hailed as a child prodigy, and his 

games  were  studied  and  analyzed  by  players  and 

experts  around  the  world.  Capablanca's  talent  was 

undeniable, and it became clear that he was destined 

for greatness.

In 1904, at the age of 16, Capablanca won the Cuban 

Chess Championship for the first time. He would go on 

to  win  the  championship  a  total  of  four  times, 

cementing his status as the strongest player in Cuba. 

Capablanca's dominance at the national level paved the 

way for his entry into the international chess scene.
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In 1905,  Capablanca traveled to the United States for 

the  first  time  to  compete  in  the  American  Chess 

Congress.  He  finished in  second place,  behind Frank 

Marshall,  but  his  performance  was  impressive 

nonetheless. Capablanca's success in the United States 

further enhanced his reputation as a rising star, and he 

soon  became  a  regular  participant  in  international 

tournaments.

Capablanca's early years were characterized by rapid 

improvement and a meteoric rise in the chess world. 

His  exceptional  talent,  combined  with  his  dedication 

and  hard  work,  laid  the  foundation  for  his  future 

achievements  and  his  eventual  reign  as  world  chess 

champion.
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Chapter 1: The Early Years

Prodigy in the Making

José  Raúl  Capablanca's  journey  to  becoming  a  chess 

prodigy began in Havana, Cuba, on November 19, 1888. 

From  an  early  age,  he  displayed  an  extraordinary 

aptitude  for  the  game,  grasping  its  intricacies  and 

strategies with remarkable ease. By the age of four, he 

had already defeated his father, an avid chess player, 

in several games.

Capablanca's  talent  was  nurtured  by  his  family, 

particularly  his  uncle,  José  María  Capablanca,  who 

recognized his nephew's potential and encouraged his 

passion for chess. He provided Capablanca with books, 

chess sets,  and opportunities to play against stronger 

opponents.  Capablanca's  progress  was  rapid,  and  by 

the  age  of  13,  he  had  become  one  of  the  strongest 

players  in  Cuba,  regularly  defeating  adult  opponents 

with ease.
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In  1901,  Capablanca  participated  in  his  first 

international  tournament,  the  Cuban  National  Chess 

Championship. He faced some of the best players in the 

country, including the reigning champion, Juan Corzo. 

Despite being the youngest player in the tournament, 

Capablanca displayed his exceptional skills, finishing in 

second  place  behind  Corzo.  This  impressive 

performance  brought  him  national  recognition  and 

established him as a rising star in the chess world.

Capablanca's  reputation  continued  to  grow  in  the 

following years. He won several local tournaments and 

matches, further solidifying his position as Cuba's top 

player. In 1904, he traveled to the United States for the 

first time to compete in the prestigious New York State 

Chess  Championship.  Capablanca  made  a  strong 

showing,  finishing  in  third  place  behind  two  of  the 

world's  leading  players,  Frank  Marshall  and  David 

Janowski. This result confirmed his status as a player of 

international caliber.

12



Capablanca's  early  successes  were  not  without  their 

challenges.  He  faced  financial  difficulties  and had to 

work to support himself and his family. Despite these 

obstacles,  he  remained  dedicated  to  chess,  spending 

countless  hours  studying  the  game  and  honing  his 

skills. His perseverance and determination paid off, as 

he continued to improve and establish himself as one 

of the most promising young players in the world.

By the age of 20, Capablanca had become a force to be 

reckoned  with  on  the  international  stage.  He  had 

defeated  some  of  the  world's  best  players  and  was 

poised to make a run for the world championship. His 

journey to the top of the chess world had begun, and 

his  exceptional  talent  and  unwavering  dedication 

would soon lead him to greatness.
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Chapter 1: The Early Years

Early Influences and Mentors

José  Raúl  Capablanca's  exceptional  chess  talent  was 

evident from an early age. His natural aptitude for the 

game  was  nurtured  and  cultivated  by  a  series  of 

influential  mentors who recognized his potential  and 

provided him with the guidance and support he needed 

to flourish.

One of Capablanca's earliest influences was his father, 

José María Capablanca, a military officer and amateur 

chess player. It was his father who taught Capablanca 

the basics of chess and sparked his initial interest in 

the  game.  Capablanca's  father  also  encouraged  his 

son's  competitive spirit  and instilled in him a strong 

work ethic, which would serve him well throughout his 

career.

As Capablanca's skills improved, he began to seek out 

more experienced players to challenge him and help 
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him develop his game. One such player was Juan Corzo, 

a Cuban chess master who became Capablanca's first 

formal chess teacher. Corzo introduced Capablanca to 

the intricacies of chess strategy and tactics, helping him 

to refine his skills and lay the foundation for his future 

success.

Another  important  influence  on  Capablanca's 

development  was  the  Cuban chess  community.  Cuba 

had a strong chess tradition, and Capablanca was able 

to  compete  against  some  of  the  best  players  in  the 

country.  These  matches  provided  him  with  valuable 

experience and helped him to hone his skills  against 

top-level competition.

Capablanca's  early  influences  and  mentors  played  a 

crucial  role  in  shaping  his  development  as  a  chess 

player.  Their  guidance  and  support  helped  him  to 

unlock  his  full  potential  and set  him on the  path  to 

becoming one of the greatest chess players of all time.
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Capablanca's natural talent was undeniable, but it was 

the combination of his innate ability and the guidance 

of his mentors that allowed him to reach the pinnacle 

of chess achievement. His early influences helped him 

to develop a deep understanding of the game, a strong 

competitive  spirit,  and  an  unwavering  dedication  to 

improvement.  These  qualities  would  serve  him  well 

throughout his career and contribute to his enduring 

legacy as one of the greatest chess players in history.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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