
On  Beingness,  Existents,  and 

Possibilities

Introduction

The exploration of being, existence, and possibility lies 

at the heart of philosophical inquiry, inviting us on an 

intellectual journey to unravel the fundamental nature 

of  reality.  This  book,  delving  into  the  depths  of 

ontology,  embarks  on  a  quest  to  understand  the 

essence of being, the diverse array of existents, and the 

realm of possibilities that shape our world.

We  begin  our  voyage  by  examining  the  concept  of 

being  itself,  seeking  to  grasp  its  elusive  nature  and 

distinguish it from the void of non-being. We delve into 

the  metaphysical  intricacies  of  identity  and  change, 

pondering the paradoxical nature of objects that persist 

through  time  while  undergoing  constant 
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transformation.  Furthermore,  we  explore  the 

categories  of  being,  uncovering  the  underlying 

structures that organize and classify the vast tapestry 

of existents.

Venturing beyond the realm of  actuality,  we venture 

into  the  realm  of  possibility,  exploring  the  intricate 

web of possible worlds and possible objects that exist 

beyond  the  confines  of  our  immediate  reality.  We 

ponder the nature of modality and necessity, grappling 

with the interplay of the possible, the actual, and the 

impossible. The concept of free will takes center stage 

as  we  examine  the  delicate  balance  between 

determinism  and  indeterminism,  questioning  the 

extent  of  our  agency in  a  world  governed by causal 

forces.

The relationship between being and time unravels as 

we delve into the nature of temporality, exploring the 

elusive flow of time,  the experience of duration,  and 

the interplay of past, present, and future. We confront 
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the paradoxes of  time travel  and the complexities  of 

time dilation, probing the very fabric of spacetime and 

its implications for our understanding of being.

Consciousness,  the  enigmatic  theater  of  subjective 

experience,  beckons  us  to  explore  its  profound 

connection with being.  We delve into the mind-body 

problem,  wrestling  with  the  question  of  how  the 

immaterial  mind  interacts  with  the  physical  body. 

Qualia,  those  ineffable  subjective  qualities  of 

experience, challenge our understanding of reality, as 

we  seek  to  unravel  their  nature  and  their  role  in 

shaping our perception of the world.

The interplay between being and language unfolds as 

we examine the intricate relationship between words 

and the world they purport to describe. We explore the 

limits  of  language,  questioning  its  ability  to  fully 

capture  the  richness  and  complexity  of  being.  The 

unsayable and the unspeakable beckon us to confront 
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the boundaries of human expression and the ineffable 

nature of certain aspects of reality.

Values  and  their  relationship  with  being  occupy  a 

central place in our inquiry. We explore the nature of 

value,  grappling  with  its  objective  and  subjective 

dimensions.  The  problem  of  evil  challenges  our 

understanding of a benevolent universe, as we seek to 

reconcile the existence of suffering with the notion of a 

higher power. The meaning of life,  that elusive quest 

for  purpose and fulfillment,  invites  us  to  ponder the 

significance of our existence and the legacy we leave 

behind.

The  concept  of  God,  a  cornerstone  of  many 

philosophical  and  religious  traditions,  demands  our 

attention as we examine the ontological arguments for 

the  existence  of  a  divine  being.  We  delve  into  the 

cosmological,  teleological,  and  moral  arguments, 

seeking  to  understand  the  nature  of  divinity  and  its 

relationship  with  the  cosmos.  The problem of  divine 

4



hiddenness  troubles  us,  as  we  grapple  with  the 

apparent  absence  of  a  benevolent  God  in  a  world 

marred by suffering and injustice.

Being  in  relation  to  society  unveils  the  intricate 

tapestry  of  social  reality.  We explore  the  ontological 

foundations  of  social  institutions,  examining  the 

relationship  between the  individual  and society.  The 

problem of social order challenges us to understand the 

forces that maintain cohesion and stability in human 

communities.  The  future  of  society  beckons  us  to 

contemplate the trajectory of our collective existence, 

considering the impact of technological advancements, 

globalization, and environmental challenges.

Finally, we turn our gaze to the future of philosophy 

itself,  pondering  the  changing  landscape  of  ontology 

and the new directions it  may take. We confront the 

question of  whether ontology has reached its  end or 

whether  it  continues  to  hold  relevance  in  a  world 

increasingly  shaped  by  scientific  and  technological 
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advancements.  The  legacy  of  ontology  invites  us  to 

reflect  on  the  enduring  contributions  of  this  field  of 

inquiry and its lasting impact on our understanding of 

being, existence, and possibility.
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Book Description

Embark on a profound philosophical journey with On 

Beingness, Existents, and Possibilities, a comprehensive 

exploration of being,  existence,  and possibility.  Delve 

into the depths of ontology, the study of being, as we 

unravel the fundamental nature of reality.

Within  these  pages,  we  embark  on  an  intellectual 

odyssey,  examining  the  concept  of  being  itself, 

distinguishing it from the void of non-being. We delve 

into  the  metaphysical  intricacies  of  identity  and 

change,  pondering  the  paradoxical  nature  of  objects 

that  persist  through  time  while  undergoing  constant 

transformation.

Venturing beyond the realm of  actuality,  we explore 

the realm of possibility, uncovering the intricate web of 

possible worlds and possible objects that exist beyond 

the confines of our immediate reality. We ponder the 

nature of  modality  and necessity,  grappling with the 
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interplay of the possible, the actual, and the impossible. 

The  concept  of  free  will  takes  center  stage  as  we 

examine  the  delicate  balance  between  determinism 

and  indeterminism,  questioning  the  extent  of  our 

agency in a world governed by causal forces.

The relationship between being and time unravels as 

we delve into the nature of temporality, exploring the 

elusive flow of time,  the experience of duration,  and 

the interplay of past, present, and future. We confront 

the paradoxes of  time travel  and the complexities  of 

time dilation, probing the very fabric of spacetime and 

its implications for our understanding of being.

Consciousness,  the  enigmatic  theater  of  subjective 

experience,  beckons  us  to  explore  its  profound 

connection with being.  We delve into the mind-body 

problem,  wrestling  with  the  question  of  how  the 

immaterial  mind  interacts  with  the  physical  body. 

Qualia,  those  ineffable  subjective  qualities  of 

experience, challenge our understanding of reality, as 
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we  seek  to  unravel  their  nature  and  their  role  in 

shaping our perception of the world.

Values  and  their  relationship  with  being  occupy  a 

central place in our inquiry. We explore the nature of 

value,  grappling  with  its  objective  and  subjective 

dimensions.  The  problem  of  evil  challenges  our 

understanding of a benevolent universe, as we seek to 

reconcile the existence of suffering with the notion of a 

higher power. The meaning of life,  that elusive quest 

for  purpose and fulfillment,  invites  us  to  ponder the 

significance of our existence and the legacy we leave 

behind.

With On Beingness,  Existents,  and Possibilities,  you'll 

gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  fundamental 

questions  that  have  captivated  philosophers  for 

centuries. This book is an essential resource for anyone 

seeking  to  expand  their  knowledge  of  ontology  and 

explore the boundaries of human understanding.
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Chapter 1: Delving into Beingness

The Nature of Being

What  is  being?  This  seemingly  simple  question  has 

perplexed philosophers for millennia, leading to a vast 

array  of  answers  and  interpretations.  Some 

philosophers have argued that being is a fundamental 

and irreducible concept,  while others have sought to 

define it in terms of other concepts, such as existence, 

substance, or consciousness.

One of the most influential theories of being is that of 

Plato, who argued that there are two realms of reality: 

the realm of Forms and the realm of particulars. The 

Forms  are  eternal,  unchanging,  and  perfect  entities 

that  exist  independently  of  the  physical  world.  The 

particulars are imperfect, changing entities that exist in 

the physical world. According to Plato, the Forms are 

the  true  essence  of  things,  and  the  particulars  are 

merely shadows or copies of the Forms.
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Another influential theory of being is that of Aristotle, 

who argued that there are four fundamental categories 

of  being:  substance,  quantity,  quality,  and  relation. 

Substance is the basic stuff of which things are made, 

while quantity, quality, and relation are properties that 

substances  can  have.  For  example,  a  table  is  a 

substance, and it has the quantity of being six feet long, 

the quality of being made of wood, and the relation of 

being in the living room.

In  recent  centuries,  there  have  been  many  different 

theories  of  being proposed by philosophers.  Some of 

these theories have argued that being is ultimately a 

mental  or  linguistic  construct,  while  others  have 

argued  that  it  is  a  physical  or  material  reality.  Still, 

other theories have argued that being is a combination 

of both mental and physical elements.

The debate over the nature of being is a complex and 

ongoing  one,  with  no  easy  answers.  However,  by 

examining  the  different  theories  of  being  that  have 
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been proposed by philosophers, we can gain a deeper 

understanding  of  this  fundamental  concept  and  its 

implications for our understanding of the world.

* The Problem of Change

One of the most challenging problems in metaphysics is 

the  problem  of  change.  How  can  something  change 

without  ceasing  to  be  what  it  is?  For  example,  a 

caterpillar can change into a butterfly, but it remains 

the same caterpillar throughout the process. Similarly, 

a person can change their hair color or their clothes, 

but they remain the same person.

There  are  a  number  of  different  ways  to  solve  the 

problem  of  change.  One  solution  is  to  argue  that 

change is an illusion. According to this view, things do 

not actually change, but they appear to change because 

our perception of them changes. Another solution is to 

argue that change is real, but it is only possible because 

things  are  composed  of  multiple  parts.  According  to 

this  view,  a  caterpillar  can  change  into  a  butterfly 
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because  it  is  composed  of  cells  that  can  rearrange 

themselves.

A third solution to the problem of change is to argue 

that change is real, but it is only possible because there 

is  an  underlying  substance  that  remains  the  same 

throughout  the  process  of  change.  According  to  this 

view, a caterpillar can change into a butterfly because 

there  is  an  underlying  caterpillar  substance  that 

remains the same throughout the process.

The problem of change is a complex and challenging 

one,  and  there  is  no  easy  solution.  However,  by 

examining  the  different  solutions  that  have  been 

proposed  by  philosophers,  we  can  gain  a  deeper 

understanding  of  the  nature  of  change  and  its 

implications for our understanding of the world.
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Chapter 1: Delving into Beingness

Distinguishing Being from Non-Being

Comprehending the fundamental  distinction between 

being and non-being lies at the heart of philosophical 

inquiry into the nature of reality. This distinction forms 

the cornerstone of ontology, the branch of philosophy 

concerned with the study of  existence and being.  To 

delve into the essence of being, we must first establish 

a clear understanding of what it means for something 

to be, and how this differs from the realm of non-being.

The  concept  of  being  encompasses  all  that  exists, 

everything that partakes in reality. It is the totality of 

all entities, objects, and phenomena that constitute the 

universe. Non-being, on the other hand, refers to the 

absence  of  existence,  the  void  from  which  nothing 

emerges. It is the realm of the nonexistent, the unreal, 

and the impossible.
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The distinction between being and non-being is often 

expressed  in  terms  of  presence  and  absence.  That 

which  is  present,  that  which  exists,  falls  within  the 

realm of being. Conversely, that which is absent, that 

which does not exist, belongs to the realm of non-being. 

This  distinction  can  be  applied  to  a  wide  variety  of 

entities, from physical objects and living organisms to 

abstract concepts and mental states.

A fundamental question that arises in this context is: 

what  is  the  ontological  status  of  non-being?  Does  it 

possess any kind of reality, or is it merely the negation 

of being? Philosophers have offered various answers to 

this  question,  leading  to  different  schools  of  thought 

regarding the nature of non-being.

Some philosophers argue that non-being has a certain 

kind of reality, albeit a negative one. They contend that 

non-being  is  not  simply  the  absence  of  being,  but 

rather an active force or principle that opposes being. 

This  view  is  often  associated  with  the  concept  of 
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nothingness,  which  is  seen  as  a  dynamic  and 

generative force that gives rise to new forms of being.

Other  philosophers  maintain  that  non-being  has  no 

reality whatsoever. They argue that non-being is simply 

the  negation  of  being,  and  that  it  is  meaningless  to 

speak of it as though it were a thing or an entity. This 

view is often associated with the concept of emptiness, 

which  is  seen  as  a  state  of  complete  absence  or 

voidness.

The debate over the ontological status of non-being has 

been a subject of philosophical inquiry for centuries, 

and  it  continues  to  be  a  topic  of  discussion  among 

contemporary  philosophers.  The  distinction  between 

being and non-being remains a fundamental concept in 

ontology, providing a framework for understanding the 

nature of reality and the existence of all things.
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Chapter 1: Delving into Beingness

The Concept of Substance

Substance, a fundamental ontological category, lies at 

the  heart  of  our  understanding of  being.  It  refers  to 

that  which  underlies  and  persists  through  change, 

providing a foundation for the properties and qualities 

of objects. The concept of substance has been a subject 

of  philosophical  inquiry  since  ancient  times,  with 

various  schools  of  thought  offering  distinct 

perspectives on its nature and significance.

The notion of substance as an underlying reality can be 

traced back to  the pre-Socratic  philosophers,  such as 

Thales, Anaximander, and Anaximenes. They sought to 

identify  the  fundamental  substance  from  which  all 

things  originated  and  to  which  they  ultimately 

returned. This search for the ultimate substance, often 

referred to as the arché, was driven by the desire to 
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understand  the  underlying  unity  and  order  of  the 

cosmos.

Plato's theory of Forms further developed the concept 

of substance. According to Plato, there exists a realm of 

eternal and immutable Forms, which are the true and 

ultimate realities. These Forms serve as the blueprints 

or archetypes for all particular objects in the physical 

world.  The  physical  objects  we  perceive  are  mere 

shadows  or  imperfect  copies  of  the  Forms,  which 

constitute  their  true  essence.  In  this  view,  the 

substance  of  an  object  lies  in  its  Form,  which 

determines its identity and properties.

Aristotle,  building  on  Plato's  ideas,  introduced  the 

distinction  between  substance  and  accidents. 

Substance,  for  Aristotle,  is  that  which  exists 

independently  and  can  be  conceived  of  without 

reference  to  anything  else.  Accidents,  on  the  other 

hand,  are  properties  or  qualities  that  depend on the 

substance for their  existence.  For instance,  a  statue's 

18



substance  is  the  marble  or  bronze  from  which  it  is 

made, while its color, shape, and size are its accidents.

The  concept  of  substance  continued  to  be  a  central 

topic  of  debate  throughout  the  history  of  Western 

philosophy.  Medieval  philosophers,  influenced  by 

Aristotle, explored the nature of substance in relation 

to the problem of change. They sought to understand 

how  substances  could  change  while  retaining  their 

identity. This led to the development of theories such as 

hylomorphism,  which  posited  that  substances  are 

composed of matter (hyle) and form (morphē).

In  modern  philosophy,  the  concept  of  substance  has 

undergone  significant  scrutiny.  Some  philosophers, 

such as David Hume, argued that the idea of substance 

is merely a mental construct, a way of organizing our 

thoughts about the world. Others, like Baruch Spinoza, 

proposed a monistic view of substance, asserting that 

there  is  only  one  fundamental  substance,  which 

manifests itself in various forms.
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Contemporary metaphysics continues to grapple with 

the  concept  of  substance.  Some  philosophers  have 

argued  for  a  return  to  a  more  traditional 

understanding  of  substance,  while  others  have 

explored  alternative  ontologies  that  challenge  the 

traditional substance-accident distinction. The concept 

of  substance  remains  a  vital  and  contested  topic  in 

philosophical  discourse,  inviting  ongoing  exploration 

and inquiry.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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