
Eastern Colossus or Giant from the East

Introduction

Alexander I, Emperor of Russia from 1801 to 1825, was 

one of the most important figures in Russian history. 

He led  Russia  through a  period of  great  change and 

upheaval,  including  the  Napoleonic  Wars  and  the 

Patriotic War of 1812. Alexander was also a reformer, 

and he introduced a number of important changes to 

Russian society, including the abolition of serfdom.

Alexander was born in Saint Petersburg on December 

12, 1777, to Grand Duke Paul and Grand Duchess Maria 

Feodorovna. He was the eldest of four children, and his 

younger  siblings  were  Constantine,  Alexandra,  and 

Helena. Alexander's father was a harsh and tyrannical 

ruler,  and he often mistreated his wife and children. 

Alexander's mother was a kind and loving woman, and 
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she  did  her  best  to  protect  her  children  from  their 

father's cruelty.

In  1796,  Alexander's  father  was  assassinated,  and 

Alexander became Emperor of Russia. He was just 23 

years old at the time, and he was not prepared for the 

challenges  of  ruling  a  vast  and  complex  empire. 

However, Alexander was a quick learner, and he soon 

proved to be a capable and effective leader.

One of Alexander's first challenges was the Napoleonic 

Wars. Napoleon Bonaparte, the Emperor of France, was 

determined to conquer Europe, and Russia was one of 

his  targets.  Alexander  led  the  Russian  army  against 

Napoleon, and he fought valiantly against the French 

invaders.  In  1812,  Napoleon  invaded  Russia  with  a 

massive  army,  but  Alexander  and  the  Russian  army 

fought back fiercely. The Russians eventually defeated 

Napoleon,  and  Napoleon  was  forced  to  retreat  from 

Russia.
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The  Patriotic  War  of  1812  was  a  turning  point  in 

Alexander's reign. The war showed that Russia was a 

powerful nation, and it gave Alexander a great deal of 

confidence.  After  the  war,  Alexander  introduced  a 

number  of  reforms  to  Russian  society.  He  abolished 

serfdom,  which  was  a  system  of  slavery  that  had 

existed in  Russia  for  centuries.  He also  introduced a 

number of other reforms, including the creation of a 

new legal  code and the establishment of  a system of 

public education.

Alexander  died  in  1825  at  the  age  of  47.  He  was 

succeeded by his brother, Nicholas I. Alexander was a 

great leader, and he left a lasting legacy on Russia. He is 

remembered as one of the most important figures in 

Russian history.

Alexander I  was a complex and contradictory figure. 

He was a brilliant military leader, and he led Russia to 

victory against Napoleon. He was also a reformer, and 

he  introduced  a  number  of  important  changes  to 
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Russian  society.  However,  Alexander  was  also  a 

ruthless  autocrat,  and  he  suppressed  dissent  with  a 

heavy hand.

Despite his flaws, Alexander I was a great leader who 

left a lasting legacy on Russia. He is remembered as one 

of the most important figures in Russian history.
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Book Description

Eastern  Colossus  or  Giant  from  the  East is  a 

comprehensive guide to the life and reign of Alexander 

I, Emperor of Russia from 1801 to 1825. Based on the 

latest  scholarship,  this  book  provides  a  detailed  and 

nuanced portrait of one of the most important figures 

in Russian history.

Alexander I was born in Saint Petersburg on December 

12, 1777, to Grand Duke Paul and Grand Duchess Maria 

Feodorovna. He was the eldest of four children, and his 

younger  siblings  were  Constantine,  Alexandra,  and 

Helena. Alexander's father was a harsh and tyrannical 

ruler,  and he often mistreated his wife and children. 

Alexander's mother was a kind and loving woman, and 

she  did  her  best  to  protect  her  children  from  their 

father's cruelty.

In  1796,  Alexander's  father  was  assassinated,  and 

Alexander became Emperor of Russia. He was just 23 
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years old at the time, and he was not prepared for the 

challenges  of  ruling  a  vast  and  complex  empire. 

However, Alexander was a quick learner, and he soon 

proved to be a capable and effective leader.

One of Alexander's first challenges was the Napoleonic 

Wars. Napoleon Bonaparte, the Emperor of France, was 

determined to conquer Europe, and Russia was one of 

his  targets.  Alexander  led  the  Russian  army  against 

Napoleon, and he fought valiantly against the French 

invaders.  In  1812,  Napoleon  invaded  Russia  with  a 

massive  army,  but  Alexander  and  the  Russian  army 

fought back fiercely. The Russians eventually defeated 

Napoleon,  and  Napoleon  was  forced  to  retreat  from 

Russia.

The  Patriotic  War  of  1812  was  a  turning  point  in 

Alexander's reign. The war showed that Russia was a 

powerful nation, and it gave Alexander a great deal of 

confidence.  After  the  war,  Alexander  introduced  a 

number  of  reforms  to  Russian  society.  He  abolished 
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serfdom,  which  was  a  system  of  slavery  that  had 

existed in  Russia  for  centuries.  He also  introduced a 

number of other reforms, including the creation of a 

new legal  code and the establishment of  a system of 

public education.

Alexander  died  in  1825  at  the  age  of  47.  He  was 

succeeded by his brother, Nicholas I. Alexander was a 

great leader, and he left a lasting legacy on Russia. He is 

remembered as one of the most important figures in 

Russian history.

Eastern Colossus or Giant from the East is essential 

reading for anyone interested in Russian history. This 

book provides a comprehensive and nuanced portrait 

of one of the most important figures in Russian history. 
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Chapter 1: The Early Life and Reign of 

Alexander I

1. Alexander's Childhood and Education

Alexander I was born in Saint Petersburg, Russia,  on 

December  12,  1777.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Grand 

Duke  Paul  and  Grand  Duchess  Maria  Feodorovna. 

Alexander's  father was a harsh and tyrannical  ruler, 

and  he  often  mistreated  his  wife  and  children. 

Alexander's mother was a kind and loving woman, and 

she  did  her  best  to  protect  her  children  from  their 

father's cruelty.

Alexander's  early  education  was  supervised  by  his 

grandmother,  Catherine  the  Great.  Catherine  was  a 

strong believer in the Enlightenment, and she wanted 

Alexander  to  be  raised  to  be  a  wise  and  just  ruler. 

Alexander  received  a  well-rounded  education,  which 

included studies in history, philosophy, and science. He 
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was also taught to speak several languages, including 

French, German, and English.

In  1796,  Alexander's  father  was  assassinated,  and 

Alexander became Emperor of Russia. He was just 23 

years old at the time, and he was not prepared for the 

challenges  of  ruling  a  vast  and  complex  empire. 

However, Alexander was a quick learner, and he soon 

proved to be a capable and effective leader.

Alexander's  reign  was  marked  by  a  number  of 

important events, including the Napoleonic Wars and 

the Patriotic  War of 1812.  Alexander led the Russian 

army against Napoleon, and he fought valiantly against 

the French invaders. In 1812, Napoleon invaded Russia 

with a massive army, but Alexander and the Russian 

army  fought  back  fiercely.  The  Russians  eventually 

defeated Napoleon, and Napoleon was forced to retreat 

from Russia.

The  Patriotic  War  of  1812  was  a  turning  point  in 

Alexander's reign. The war showed that Russia was a 
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powerful nation, and it gave Alexander a great deal of 

confidence.  After  the  war,  Alexander  introduced  a 

number  of  reforms  to  Russian  society.  He  abolished 

serfdom,  which  was  a  system  of  slavery  that  had 

existed in  Russia  for  centuries.  He also  introduced a 

number of other reforms, including the creation of a 

new legal  code and the establishment of  a system of 

public education.

Alexander  died  in  1825  at  the  age  of  47.  He  was 

succeeded by his brother, Nicholas I. Alexander was a 

great leader, and he left a lasting legacy on Russia. He is 

remembered as one of the most important figures in 

Russian history.
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Chapter 1: The Early Life and Reign of 

Alexander I

2. Alexander's Accession to the Throne

Alexander I ascended to the Russian throne in 1801 at 

the age of 23, following the assassination of his father, 

Paul I. Alexander's accession to the throne was a time 

of great change and upheaval for Russia. The country 

was  still  reeling  from  the  effects  of  the  Napoleonic 

Wars,  and  Alexander  was  faced  with  a  number  of 

challenges, including a weak economy, a discontented 

population, and a powerful nobility.

Despite these challenges, Alexander was determined to 

modernize Russia  and make it  a  more powerful  and 

prosperous nation. He began his reign by introducing a 

number of reforms, including the abolition of serfdom, 

the establishment of a new legal code, and the creation 

of  a  system  of  public  education.  Alexander  also 

pursued a policy of expansionism, and he led Russia to 
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victory  in  a  number  of  wars  against  the  Ottoman 

Empire and Persia.

Alexander's  reign  was  also  marked  by  a  number  of 

cultural  achievements.  He  founded  the  Imperial 

Academy of Arts and the Imperial Public Library, and 

he encouraged the development of Russian literature 

and music. Alexander was also a patron of the arts, and 

he  commissioned a  number  of  famous  works  of  art, 

including the Winter Palace in Saint Petersburg.

Alexander's  reign  came to  an  end in  1825,  when he 

died suddenly at the age of 47. He was succeeded by his 

brother,  Nicholas  I.  Alexander's  legacy  is  a  complex 

one. He was a reformer who modernized Russia and 

made  it  a  more  powerful  and  prosperous  nation. 

However,  he  was  also  a  ruthless  autocrat  who 

suppressed dissent with a heavy hand.

Despite his flaws, Alexander I was a great leader who 

left a lasting legacy on Russia. He is remembered as one 

of the most important figures in Russian history.
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Chapter 1: The Early Life and Reign of 

Alexander I

3. Alexander's Early Reforms

Alexander I  ascended to  the Russian throne in 1801, 

inheriting  a  vast  and  complex  empire  beset  by  a 

myriad of challenges. Recognizing the urgent need for 

reform,  he  embarked  on  an  ambitious  agenda  to 

modernize  and  strengthen  Russia.  Alexander's  early 

reforms  were  wide-ranging,  touching  upon  various 

aspects  of  Russian  society,  administration,  and 

economy.

One of  Alexander's  most  significant  reforms was  the 

abolition of serfdom in the Baltic provinces. Serfdom, a 

system of  bonded  labor  akin  to  slavery,  had  been  a 

defining  feature  of  Russian  society  for  centuries. 

Alexander's  decision  to  abolish  it  in  the  Baltic 

provinces was a bold and progressive move, signaling 

his commitment to improving the lives of his subjects. 
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The abolition of serfdom in the Baltic provinces served 

as a model for future reforms and paved the way for 

the  eventual  emancipation  of  serfs  throughout  the 

Russian Empire.

In  addition  to  abolishing  serfdom  in  the  Baltic 

provinces,  Alexander  also  introduced  a  number  of 

other  reforms  aimed  at  improving  the  lives  of  the 

peasantry. He established a system of state-sponsored 

schools  for  peasant  children,  expanded  access  to 

healthcare, and reduced the burden of taxation on the 

peasantry.  These  reforms  demonstrated  Alexander's 

genuine concern for the well-being of his subjects and 

his desire to create a more just and equitable society.

Alexander's  reforms  extended  beyond the  peasantry, 

encompassing the entire fabric of Russian society. He 

reorganized the government,  creating new ministries 

and  departments  to  improve  efficiency  and 

accountability. He also introduced a new legal code, the 

"Code  of  1801,"  which  replaced  the  outdated  and 
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cumbersome laws of the previous era. The new legal 

code established a more just and equitable system of 

justice, protecting the rights of all citizens regardless of 

their social status.

In  the  realm  of  education,  Alexander  founded  the 

University  of  Dorpat  (now Tartu  University)  in  1802. 

The  University  of  Dorpat  quickly  became  a  leading 

center  of  learning  and  scholarship  in  the  Russian 

Empire, attracting students and professors from across 

Europe.  Alexander's  commitment  to  education 

extended  beyond  the  university  level;  he  also 

established a network of public schools throughout the 

empire,  making  education  more  accessible  to  all 

Russians.

Alexander's early reforms were not limited to domestic 

affairs; he also pursued a vigorous foreign policy. He 

formed  alliances  with  other  European  powers  to 

counter  the  threat  posed  by  Napoleon  Bonaparte's 

France  and  played  a  leading  role  in  the  defeat  of 
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Napoleon  during  the  Napoleonic  Wars.  Alexander's 

foreign policy successes enhanced Russia's prestige and 

influence  on  the  international  stage,  solidifying  its 

position as a major European power.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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