
The American Murderer's Companion

Introduction

The  American  Murderer's  Companion  is  a 

comprehensive and thought-provoking exploration of 

the dark side of the American psyche. It delves into the 

minds of criminals, examines the impact of crime on 

victims  and  society,  and  investigates  the  complex 

factors that contribute to violence in America.

Through a series of  gripping case studies and expert 

analysis,  Pasquale  De  Marco  sheds  light  on  the 

motivations and methods of some of the most notorious 

criminals in American history, from serial killers like 

Ted Bundy and John Wayne Gacy to mass murderers 

like  Adam  Lanza  and  Dylann  Roof.  The  book  also 

explores  the  role  of  mental  illness,  poverty,  and 

inequality in shaping criminal behavior.
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But The American Murderer's Companion is not just a 

catalog of horrific crimes. It also examines the human 

toll  of  violence,  the  trauma  inflicted  on  victims  and 

their families, and the challenges they face in seeking 

justice. The book also explores the broader social and 

cultural  factors  that  contribute  to  crime,  from  the 

glorification of violence in American media to the easy 

availability of guns.

The American Murderer's  Companion is  a  must-read 

for anyone who wants to understand the complex and 

disturbing  phenomenon  of  crime  in  America.  It  is  a 

work  of  true  crime  that  is  both  informative  and 

thought-provoking, and it offers a unique perspective 

on the dark side of the American dream.

In these pages, you will find:

 An in-depth look at the psychology of criminals, 

including  serial  killers,  mass  murderers,  and 

white-collar criminals
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 A comprehensive examination of the impact of 

crime on victims and their families

 An exploration of the social and cultural factors 

that contribute to violence in America

 A discussion of the challenges of preventing and 

solving crime

 A call for a more just and equitable society

The  American  Murderer's  Companion  is  a  powerful 

and disturbing book, but it is also a necessary one. It is 

a  book  that  will  challenge  your  assumptions  about 

crime and violence, and it will leave you with a deeper 

understanding of the dark side of the American psyche.
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Book Description

The  American  Murderer's  Companion is  a 

comprehensive and thought-provoking exploration of 

the dark side of the American psyche. It delves into the 

minds of criminals, examines the impact of crime on 

victims  and  society,  and  investigates  the  complex 

factors that contribute to violence in America.

Through a series of  gripping case studies and expert 

analysis,  Pasquale  De  Marco  sheds  light  on  the 

motivations and methods of some of the most notorious 

criminals in American history, from serial killers like 

Ted Bundy and John Wayne Gacy to mass murderers 

like  Adam  Lanza  and  Dylann  Roof.  The  book  also 

explores  the  role  of  mental  illness,  poverty,  and 

inequality in shaping criminal behavior.

But The American Murderer's Companion is not just a 

catalog of horrific crimes. It also examines the human 

toll  of  violence,  the  trauma  inflicted  on  victims  and 
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their families, and the challenges they face in seeking 

justice. The book also explores the broader social and 

cultural  factors  that  contribute  to  crime,  from  the 

glorification of violence in American media to the easy 

availability of guns.

The American Murderer's  Companion is  a  must-read 

for anyone who wants to understand the complex and 

disturbing  phenomenon  of  crime  in  America.  It  is  a 

work  of  true  crime  that  is  both  informative  and 

thought-provoking, and it offers a unique perspective 

on the dark side of the American dream.

In these pages, you will find:

 An in-depth look at the psychology of criminals, 

including  serial  killers,  mass  murderers,  and 

white-collar criminals

 A comprehensive examination of the impact of 

crime on victims and their families

 An exploration of the social and cultural factors 

that contribute to violence in America
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 A discussion of the challenges of preventing and 

solving crime

 A call for a more just and equitable society

The  American  Murderer's  Companion  is  a  powerful 

and disturbing book, but it is also a necessary one. It is 

a  book  that  will  challenge  your  assumptions  about 

crime and violence, and it will leave you with a deeper 

understanding of the dark side of the American psyche.
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Chapter  1:  The  Dark  Side  of  the 

American Dream

American  Exceptionalism  and  the  Myth  of 

Innocence

American exceptionalism is the belief that the United 

States  is  a  unique  and  special  nation,  destined  for 

greatness and exempt from the flaws and failures that 

plague other countries. This belief has been a driving 

force  in  American  history,  inspiring  both  great 

achievements and terrible tragedies.

The myth of innocence is the belief that Americans are 

inherently  good  and  virtuous,  and  that  crime  is 

something  that  happens  to  other  people,  in  other 

countries.  This  belief  is  deeply  rooted  in  American 

culture,  and  it  has  led  to  a  complacency  and  denial 

about the problem of crime in America.
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The combination of American exceptionalism and the 

myth of innocence has created a dangerous blind spot 

in American society. We believe that we are too good to 

be capable of  great  evil,  and that  our country is  too 

special to be plagued by the same problems that afflict 

other nations. As a result,  we have failed to take the 

necessary steps to address the root causes of crime in 

America, and we have allowed our country to become 

one of the most violent in the developed world.

The reality is that America is not immune to the forces 

that drive crime in other countries. Poverty, inequality, 

and  lack  of  opportunity  are  all  major  contributing 

factors  to  crime,  and  these  problems  are  just  as 

prevalent in America as they are anywhere else in the 

world. In fact, some studies have shown that the United 

States has higher rates of poverty and inequality than 

many other developed countries.

The  myth  of  American  innocence  is  also  harmful 

because it prevents us from seeing the true nature of 
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crime  in  our  country.  We  tend  to  view  crime  as 

something that happens to other people, and we fail to 

recognize the ways in which we are all complicit in its 

creation.  For  example,  our  addiction  to  cheap  goods 

often  leads  to  the  exploitation  of  workers  in  other 

countries,  and  our  consumption  of  fossil  fuels 

contributes  to  climate  change,  which  can  lead  to 

displacement and conflict.

If we want to create a more just and equitable society, 

we  need  to  confront  the  dark  side  of  the  American 

dream.  We  need  to  acknowledge  that  we  are  not 

immune to the forces that drive crime, and that we all 

have  a  role  to  play  in  preventing  it.  We  need  to 

challenge  the  myth  of  American  innocence  and 

recognize  that  we are  all  capable  of  great  evil.  Only 

then can we begin to address the root causes of crime 

and create a more just and peaceful world.
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Chapter  1:  The  Dark  Side  of  the 

American Dream

The  Glorification  of  Violence  in  American 

Culture

In the United States, violence is everywhere. It is in our 

movies, our television shows, our video games, and our 

music.  It  is  in  our  homes,  our  schools,  and  our 

workplaces. It is even in our politics.

The glorification of violence in American culture is a 

serious problem. It desensitizes us to violence, making 

us more likely to accept it as a normal part of life. It 

also teaches us that violence is an effective way to solve 

problems, which can lead to more violence.

There  are  many  factors  that  contribute  to  the 

glorification  of  violence  in  American  culture.  One 

factor is the media. The media often portrays violence 

in  a  positive  light,  making  it  seem  exciting  and 

10



glamorous.  For  example,  in  many action movies,  the 

hero is a violent vigilante who uses violence to solve 

problems. This can send the message that violence is an 

acceptable way to behave.

Another factor that contributes to the glorification of 

violence  is  the  gun culture  in  the  United States.  The 

United States has a much higher rate of gun ownership 

than any other developed country. This makes it easier 

for  people  to  obtain  guns,  which  can  lead  to  more 

violence.

The glorification of violence in American culture is a 

serious  problem  that  has  a  negative  impact  on  our 

society.  It  desensitizes us to violence,  teaches us that 

violence is an acceptable way to solve problems, and 

makes it easier for people to obtain guns. We need to 

work together to reduce the glorification of violence in 

our culture and create a more peaceful society.
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Chapter  1:  The  Dark  Side  of  the 

American Dream

The Role of Inequality in Fostering Crime

Inequality  is  a  major  factor  in  fostering  crime  in 

America. When there is a large gap between the rich 

and the poor, it can create a sense of hopelessness and 

despair among those who are struggling to make ends 

meet. This can lead to crime as a way to get money or 

to escape from a difficult life.

There are a number of ways in which inequality can 

lead to crime. First, it can create a lack of opportunity. 

When  people  do  not  have  access  to  good  jobs, 

education, or housing, they may turn to crime as a way 

to  survive.  Second,  inequality  can  lead  to  social 

isolation.  When people  feel  like  they are  not  part  of 

society, they may be more likely to engage in criminal 

activity.  Third,  inequality  can lead  to  discrimination. 

When people are treated unfairly based on their race, 
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gender,  or  other factors,  they may be more likely to 

commit crimes out of anger or frustration.

There is  a strong correlation between inequality and 

crime rates. In countries with high levels of inequality, 

crime  rates  are  also  high.  For  example,  the  United 

States has one of the highest levels of inequality in the 

developed  world,  and  it  also  has  one  of  the  highest 

crime rates.

There  are  a  number  of  things  that  can  be  done  to 

address  the  problem  of  inequality  in  America.  One 

important step is to increase access to opportunity. This 

can be done by investing in education, job training, and 

affordable housing. Another important step is to reduce 

discrimination. This can be done by passing laws that 

protect  people  from discrimination and by enforcing 

those laws.

Addressing the problem of inequality will not be easy, 

but it is essential for reducing crime in America. When 
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people  have  a  fair  chance  to  succeed,  they  are  less 

likely to turn to crime.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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