
The Grand Emir's Derby Conquest

Introduction

The  world  of  horse  racing  is  steeped  in  tradition, 

passion, and sheer exhilaration. From the thunderous 

hooves pounding the turf to the roar of the crowd, the 

sport  of  kings has captivated hearts  for centuries.  In 

the annals of racing history, few figures have left an 

imprint as profound as Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 

Al  Maktoum,  the  visionary  ruler  of  Dubai.  His 

relentless pursuit of excellence and unwavering belief 

in the power of Thoroughbreds have transformed the 

global racing landscape.

The Grand Emir's Derby Conquest takes readers on an 

extraordinary  journey  into  the  heart  of  Sheikh 

Mohammed's  racing  empire,  revealing  the  strategies, 

challenges, and triumphs that have shaped his legacy. 

Through  in-depth  research  and  exclusive  interviews, 
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this book unravels the captivating story of a man who 

dared  to  dream  big  and  revolutionized  the  sport  of 

horse racing.

From the humble beginnings of  Godolphin Racing to 

the historic  victories  on the world's  most  prestigious 

racetracks,  The  Grand  Emir's  Derby  Conquest 

chronicles  the  rise  of  a  racing  dynasty  that  has 

redefined the boundaries of the sport. Along the way, 

readers will gain insights into the meticulous breeding 

programs,  cutting-edge  training  methods,  and 

unwavering  determination  that  have  propelled 

Godolphin to the pinnacle of success.

Beyond the triumphs on the track,  The Grand Emir's 

Derby Conquest  explores the wider impact  of  Sheikh 

Mohammed's passion for horse racing. It examines the 

economic and cultural significance of the sport, as well 

as  its  role  in fostering international  connections and 

promoting cross-cultural understanding.
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Through  vivid  storytelling  and  expert  analysis,  The 

Grand Emir's Derby Conquest offers a comprehensive 

and  captivating  account  of  Sheikh  Mohammed's 

extraordinary journey in horse racing. It is a testament 

to  the  power  of  dreams,  the  relentless  pursuit  of 

excellence,  and  the  enduring  allure  of  the  Sport  of 

Kings.

Pasquale  De  Marco  takes  readers  on  an  enthralling 

journey into the world of horse racing, revealing the 

strategies, challenges, and triumphs that have shaped 

Sheikh Mohammed's legacy. It is a must-read for racing 

enthusiasts, sports fans, and anyone interested in the 

intersection  of  passion,  power,  and  the  pursuit  of 

greatness.
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Book Description

The  Grand  Emir's  Derby  Conquest  is  the  definitive 

account  of  Sheikh  Mohammed  bin  Rashid  Al 

Maktoum's extraordinary journey in the world of horse 

racing.  From  the  humble  beginnings  of  Godolphin 

Racing  to  the  historic  victories  on  the  world's  most 

prestigious racetracks, this book chronicles the rise of a 

racing dynasty that has redefined the boundaries of the 

sport.

Through  in-depth  research  and  exclusive  interviews, 

Pasquale De Marco reveals  the strategies,  challenges, 

and triumphs that  have shaped Sheikh Mohammed's 

legacy.  Readers will  gain insights into the meticulous 

breeding programs, cutting-edge training methods, and 

unwavering  determination  that  have  propelled 

Godolphin to the pinnacle of success.

Beyond the triumphs on the track,  The Grand Emir's 

Derby Conquest  explores the wider impact  of  Sheikh 
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Mohammed's passion for horse racing. It examines the 

economic and cultural significance of the sport, as well 

as  its  role  in fostering international  connections and 

promoting cross-cultural understanding.

The Grand Emir's  Derby Conquest  is  not  just  a  book 

about horse racing; it is a story of passion, power, and 

the  pursuit  of  excellence.  It  is  a  testament  to  the 

transformative  power  of  dreams  and  the  enduring 

allure of the Sport of Kings.

Whether you are a racing enthusiast, a sports fan, or 

simply  someone  interested  in  the  intersection  of 

passion, power, and greatness, The Grand Emir's Derby 

Conquest  is  a  must-read.  It  is  a  captivating  and 

comprehensive account of one of the most influential 

figures in the world of horse racing, and a celebration 

of the enduring power of the human spirit.
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Chapter 1: The Emir's Dream

1.  Sheikh  Mohammed's  passion  for  horse 

racing

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al  Maktoum's passion 

for horse racing knows no bounds. It is a passion that 

has driven him to build a racing empire that spans the 

globe and has produced some of the most iconic horses 

and races in the history of the sport.

Mohammed's love of horses began at a young age. He 

was raised in the desert, where horses were an integral 

part  of  life.  He  learned  to  ride  at  an  early  age  and 

quickly developed a deep bond with these magnificent 

animals.

As Mohammed grew older, his passion for horses only 

intensified. He began attending races and studying the 

sport  with  great  interest.  He  was  fascinated  by  the 

speed, the grace, and the power of the horses. He also 

admired the skill and dedication of the jockeys.
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In  1977,  Mohammed  founded  Godolphin  Racing,  his 

own racing stable. He named the stable after a famous 

Arabian horse that had been given to his father as a 

gift. Godolphin Racing quickly became one of the most 

successful stables in the world, winning major races in 

Europe, the United States, and the Middle East.

Mohammed's passion for horse racing is not just about 

winning races. He is also deeply committed to the sport 

and its traditions. He has served as the President of the 

International  Federation  of  Horseracing  Authorities 

(IFHA)  and  has  been  instrumental  in  promoting  the 

sport around the world.

Mohammed's passion for horse racing is a reflection of 

his  own character.  He  is  a  man who is  driven by  a 

desire to succeed and to be the best. He is also a man 

who  is  deeply  passionate  about  his  country  and  its 

heritage.  Horse racing is  a sport that has a long and 

rich  history  in  the  United  Arab  Emirates,  and 

Mohammed is proud to be a part of it.
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Chapter 1: The Emir's Dream

2. The establishment of Godolphin Racing

In 1994,  Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al  Maktoum, 

the  visionary  ruler  of  Dubai,  embarked  on  an 

ambitious mission to establish a world-renowned horse 

racing empire. With a deep-seated passion for the sport 

and  an  unwavering  belief  in  the  potential  of 

Thoroughbreds, he founded Godolphin Racing, a stable 

that would soon become synonymous with excellence 

on the global stage.

Godolphin's  origins  can  be  traced  back  to  the 

acquisition  of  Shadwell  Stud,  a  renowned  breeding 

operation  in  Norfolk,  England.  Sheikh  Mohammed's 

vision  extended  beyond  simply  owning  and  racing 

horses;  he  aimed  to  create  a  fully  integrated  racing 

enterprise that would encompass every aspect of  the 

sport,  from  breeding  and  training  to  racing  and 

management.
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To  lead  this  ambitious  project,  Sheikh  Mohammed 

appointed  John  Ferguson,  a  highly  respected 

bloodstock agent with a proven track record of success. 

Ferguson's expertise and connections within the racing 

world  were  invaluable  in  shaping  Godolphin's  early 

development.

The  stable's  initial  focus  was  on  acquiring  top-class 

Thoroughbreds  from  around  the  world.  Godolphin's 

buying  team  scoured  the  globe  for  promising  young 

horses with the potential to excel at the highest level. 

No expense was spared in securing the best bloodlines 

and nurturing their development.

In  addition  to  purchasing  existing  horses,  Godolphin 

also invested heavily in its own breeding program. The 

acquisition  of  Darley  Stud  in  Ireland  provided  the 

stable with access to some of the world's finest stallions 

and mares. By carefully selecting and mating these elite 

horses, Godolphin aimed to produce a new generation 
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of  champions  that  would  carry  the  stable's  colors  to 

victory.

With  a  world-class  team  in  place  and  a  carefully 

curated stable of horses, Godolphin Racing was poised 

to  make  its  mark  on  the  global  racing  scene.  The 

stable's  early  successes  laid  the  foundation  for  its 

future  dominance,  as  Godolphin  horses  began  to 

challenge and defeat the best horses in the world.

From its humble beginnings in 1994, Godolphin Racing 

has grown into a global powerhouse, with operations 

spanning  multiple  continents  and  a  record  of 

achievement that is unmatched in the annals of horse 

racing.  Sheikh  Mohammed's  vision  and  unwavering 

commitment  to  excellence  have  transformed 

Godolphin into a symbol of success and a driving force 

behind the growth and popularity of the sport around 

the world.
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Chapter 1: The Emir's Dream

3. The early challenges and setbacks

In  the  early  days  of  Godolphin  Racing,  Sheikh 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al  Maktoum faced numerous 

challenges and setbacks. The world of horse racing was 

a  competitive  and  unforgiving  environment,  and 

Sheikh  Mohammed  had  to  overcome  significant 

obstacles  to  establish  Godolphin  as  a  force  to  be 

reckoned with.

One  of  the  biggest  challenges  was  the  lack  of 

experience and expertise within the Godolphin team. 

Sheikh Mohammed was passionate about horse racing, 

but he had limited knowledge of the sport's intricacies. 

He assembled a team of advisors and trainers,  but it 

took  time  for  them  to  gel  and  develop  a  winning 

formula.

Another challenge was the high cost of acquiring and 

training  top-quality  Thoroughbreds.  Sheikh 
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Mohammed was willing to invest heavily in his horses, 

but he also knew that he needed to be strategic in his 

purchases.  He  carefully  studied  bloodlines  and 

pedigrees, and he sought out horses with the potential 

to excel on the racetrack.

Despite  the  challenges,  Sheikh  Mohammed remained 

steadfast  in  his  belief  that  Godolphin  could  achieve 

greatness. He invested heavily in training facilities and 

veterinary care, and he provided his horses with the 

best  possible  care  and  attention.  He  also  sought  out 

partnerships  with  experienced  trainers  and  jockeys, 

and he was always willing to learn from those who had 

more knowledge than him.

Through  perseverance  and  determination,  Sheikh 

Mohammed gradually  overcame the  early  challenges 

and  setbacks.  Godolphin  Racing  began  to  achieve 

success  on  the  track,  and  Sheikh  Mohammed's 

reputation as a visionary leader in the world of horse 

racing grew.
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Over the years, Godolphin has become one of the most 

successful  racing  operations  in  the  world.  Sheikh 

Mohammed's  unwavering  commitment  to  excellence 

has paid off, and Godolphin horses have won some of 

the  most  prestigious  races  in  the  sport.  Sheikh 

Mohammed's  passion  for  horse  racing  has  not  only 

transformed Godolphin into a global powerhouse, but 

it  has  also  helped  to  raise  the  profile  of  the  sport 

around the world.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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