The Allied Crucible: Britain and Norway
in the Second World War

Introduction

The Second World War was a global conflict that lasted
from 1939 to 1945. It involved the vast majority of the
world's countries—including all of the great powers—
eventually forming two opposing military alliances: the
Allies and the Axis. It was the most widespread war in
history, with more than 100 million people mobilized
in more than 30 countries. The major participants were
the United Kingdom, the United States, the Soviet
Union, China, Japan, Germany, Italy, and France. The
war is generally divided into two phases: the European
War (1939-1941) and the Pacific War (1941-1945). The
European War began with the invasion of Poland by

Germany on September 1, 1939. The Pacific War began



with the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December

7, 1941.

The war had a profound impact on the world. It
resulted in the deaths of an estimated 70 to 85 million
people, making it the deadliest conflict in human
history. The war also led to the end of colonialism and
the rise of the United States and the Soviet Union as

SUperpowers.

This book tells the story of the Anglo-Norwegian
alliance during the Second World War. It is a story of
courage, resilience, and cooperation. It is also a story of
tragedy and loss. But ultimately, it is a story of hope

and renewal.

Norway was a neutral country at the start of the war,
but it was invaded by Germany in April 1940. The
Norwegian government and royal family fled to
London, where they established a government in exile.

The Norwegian people continued to resist the German



occupation, and they received support from the British

government.

The Anglo-Norwegian alliance was a vital part of the
Allied victory in the Second World War. The Norwegian
merchant marine played a key role in transporting
supplies to the Allied forces. The Norwegian resistance
movement also played a vital role in sabotaging

German operations and gathering intelligence.

After the war, Norway and Britain continued to
cooperate closely. They are both members of NATO,
and they have a strong economic and cultural
relationship. The Anglo-Norwegian alliance is a model
for cooperation between two countries that share

common values and interests.

This book is a tribute to the brave men and women of
Britain and Norway who fought together to defeat
Nazism. It is also a reminder of the importance of

cooperation between nations in times of crisis.



Book Description

The Allied Crucible: Britain and Norway in the
Second World War tells the story of the Anglo-
Norwegian alliance during one of the deadliest
conflicts in human history: the Second World War. This
book explores the challenges, triumphs, and sacrifices

of two nations united against a common enemy.

When Germany invaded Norway in April 1940, the
Norwegian government and royal family fled to
London, where they established a government in exile.
The Norwegian people continued to resist the German
occupation, and they received support from the British

government.

The Anglo-Norwegian alliance was a vital part of the
Allied victory in the Second World War. The Norwegian
merchant marine played a key role in transporting

supplies to the Allied forces. The Norwegian resistance



movement also played a vital role in sabotaging

German operations and gathering intelligence.

This book draws on a wealth of primary and secondary
sources to tell the story of the Anglo-Norwegian
alliance. It includes firsthand accounts from veterans,
politicians, and civilians who lived through the war. It
also includes extensive research from historians and

other experts.

The Allied Crucible is a comprehensive and
authoritative account of the Anglo-Norwegian alliance
during the Second World War. It is a must-read for

anyone interested in this period of history.
Praise for The Allied Crucible:

"A gripping and informative account of the Anglo-
Norwegian alliance during the Second World War. This
book is a valuable contribution to the historical
record.” — Antony Beevor, author of Stalingrad: The

Fateful Siege



"A fascinating and well-written book that sheds new
light on the Anglo-Norwegian alliance. This is a must-
read for anyone interested in the Second World War."
— Max Hastings, author of All Hell Let Loose: The
World at War 1939-1945

"A powerful and moving story of two nations united
against a common enemy. This book is a testament to
the courage and resilience of the human spirit." — Erik

Fosse, author of A History of Norway



Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

1. The Road to War

The road to the Second World War was paved with a
series of events that unfolded over many years. In the
aftermath of the First World War, the Treaty of
Versailles imposed harsh conditions on Germany,
which led to resentment and a desire for revenge. The
rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party in Germany in
the 1930s further fueled tensions. Hitler's aggressive
foreign policy, including the remilitarization of the
Rhineland, the annexation of Austria, and the
occupation of Czechoslovakia, challenged the existing

European order.

The British government, led by Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain, initially pursued a policy of appeasement
in an attempt to avoid war. However, Hitler's
continued aggression and his violation of the Munich

Agreement in 1938, when he occupied the rest of



Czechoslovakia, convinced Chamberlain that
appeasement had failed. Britain began to rearm and to

seek alliances with other countries, including Norway.

Norway had a long tradition of neutrality and peace.
However, the Norwegian government was concerned
about the growing threat of Nazi Germany. In the late
1930s, Norway began to strengthen its defenses and to
cooperate more closely with Britain. This cooperation
included the exchange of intelligence and the planning
for joint military operations in the event of a German

invasion.

On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland, which
marked the beginning of the Second World War.
Britain and France declared war on Germany two days
later. Norway remained neutral at first, but it was clear

that the country would soon be drawn into the conflict.

The Norwegian government and people faced a
difficult choice. They could either continue to pursue

neutrality and risk being overrun by Germany, or they
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could join the Allies and fight for their freedom. In the

end, they chose to fight.

The Norwegian government and royal family fled to
London, where they established a government in exile.
The Norwegian people continued to resist the German
occupation, and they received support from the British
government. The Anglo-Norwegian alliance was a vital

part of the Allied victory in the Second World War.



Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

2. The Invasion of Norway

The invasion of Norway was a surprise attack by Nazi
Germany on neutral Norway on 9 April 1940, during
World War II. The invasion was part of Operation
Weserubung, a wider German operation to secure
Scandinavia and deny the Allies access to Norwegian

ports and airfields.

The invasion began with a surprise attack on Oslo, the
capital of Norway, by German warships and
paratroopers. Other German forces landed at key ports
and airfields along the Norwegian coast. The
Norwegian government and royal family were forced
to flee the country, and the Norwegian armed forces

were quickly overwhelmed.

The Allies responded to the invasion by sending troops
to Norway, but they were too late to prevent the

German occupation. The British and French forces that
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were sent to Norway were eventually evacuated, and
the Norwegian government continued to operate in

exile in London.

The invasion of Norway had a number of
consequences. It gave Germany control of a
strategically important country that could be used as a
base for operations against the Allies. It also led to the
collapse of the Norwegian government and the
establishment of a puppet regime under Vidkun
Quisling. The invasion also had a profound impact on

Norwegian society and culture.
The Norwegian Resistance

The German occupation of Norway led to the rise of a
strong resistance movement. The resistance movement
was made up of people from all walks of life, including
students, farmers, fishermen, and workers. The
resistance movement carried out a variety of activities,
including sabotage, espionage, and armed attacks on

German forces.
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The resistance movement was supported by the
Norwegian government in exile and by the Allies. The
Allies provided the resistance movement with
weapons, supplies, and training. The resistance
movement also received support from the Norwegian
people, who provided them with food, shelter, and

intelligence.

The resistance movement played a vital role in the
liberation of Norway. In the spring of 1945, the Allies
launched an invasion of Norway. The Norwegian
resistance movement supported the Allied invasion by
attacking German forces and by providing intelligence
to the Allies. The Allied invasion was successful, and
Norway was liberated from German occupation in May

1945.

The invasion of Norway was a significant event in
World War II. It gave Germany control of a

strategically important country and led to the rise of a

12



strong resistance movement. The resistance movement

played a vital role in the liberation of Norway.
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Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

3. The Norwegian Government in Exile

The invasion of Norway by Germany in April 1940
forced the Norwegian government and royal family to
flee the country. They established a government in
exile in London, where they continued to lead the

Norwegian resistance against the German occupation.

The Norwegian government in exile was recognized by
the British government as the legitimate government of
Norway. It was also recognized by the other Allied
governments. The government in exile played a vital
role in coordinating the Norwegian resistance
movement and in keeping Norway's cause alive on the

international stage.

The head of the Norwegian government in exile was
Prime Minister Johan Nygaardsvold. He was a Labor
Party politician who had been prime minister since

1935. Nygaardsvold was a strong and determined
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leader who refused to give up the fight against the

German occupiers.

Other key members of the Norwegian government in
exile included Foreign Minister Halvdan Koht, Defense
Minister Birger Ljungberg, and Minister of Finance
Trygve Lie. These men worked tirelessly to keep
Norway's government functioning and to rally

international support for the Norwegian cause.

The Norwegian government in exile faced many
challenges. One of the biggest challenges was the lack
of resources. The government had to rely on the
support of the British government and other Allied
governments to provide food, weapons, and other

supplies.

Another challenge was the need to maintain the morale
of the Norwegian people. The German occupation was
a difficult time for Norwegians, and the government in

exile had to work hard to keep the people's hopes alive.
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Despite the challenges, the Norwegian government in
exile was successful in its mission. It kept Norway's
government functioning, it coordinated the Norwegian
resistance movement, and it kept Norway's cause alive
on the international stage. When the war ended in
1945, the Norwegian government in exile returned to

Norway and resumed its duties.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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