In the Homes of the Elite: Voices of

Privilege and Power

Introduction

The elite: a small, powerful group of people holding a
dominant position in a society, organization, or other
group. They are often distinguished by their wealth,

power, or social status.

In the United States, the elite are often seen as a
shadowy group of individuals who wield immense
power and influence behind the scenes. They are often
accused of being out of touch with the concerns of
ordinary Americans and of using their wealth and
power to further their own interests at the expense of

the common good.

But who exactly are the elite? And how do they

maintain their power and influence?



In this book, we will take an in-depth look at the
American elite. We will explore the history of elite
schools and the role they play in shaping the next
generation of leaders. We will examine the admissions
process and the curriculum of these schools and how

they socialize students into the culture of the elite.

We will also look at the elite in action, examining their
role in business, government, media, academia, and
philanthropy. We will see how the elite use their power
and influence to shape public policy, control the flow of
information, and maintain their privileged position in

society.

Finally, we will consider the challenges facing the elite
today. We will explore the changing role of the elite in
a globalized world and the challenges posed by social
media and the rise of populism. We will also consider
the future of elite education and the future of elite

power.



By the end of this book, you will have a deeper
understanding of the American elite and their role in
society. You will also have a better understanding of
the challenges facing the elite today and the potential

implications for the future of our democracy.



Book Description

In the United States, the elite are often seen as a
shadowy group of individuals who wield immense
power and influence behind the scenes. They are often
accused of being out of touch with the concerns of
ordinary Americans and of using their wealth and
power to further their own interests at the expense of

the common good.

But who exactly are the elite? And how do they

maintain their power and influence?

In this groundbreaking book, we take an in-depth look
at the American elite. We explore the history of elite
schools and the role they play in shaping the next
generation of leaders. We examine the admissions
process and the curriculum of these schools and how

they socialize students into the culture of the elite.

We also look at the elite in action, examining their role

in business, government, media, academia, and
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philanthropy. We see how the elite use their power and
influence to shape public policy, control the flow of
information, and maintain their privileged position in

society.

Finally, we consider the challenges facing the elite
today. We explore the changing role of the elite in a
globalized world and the challenges posed by social
media and the rise of populism. We also consider the

future of elite education and the future of elite power.

By the end of this book, you will have a deeper
understanding of the American elite and their role in
society. You will also have a better understanding of
the challenges facing the elite today and the potential

implications for the future of our democracy.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand the inner workings of power in America. It
is a timely and provocative examination of the elite

and their impact on our society.



Chapter 1: A Glimpse into the Ivory

Tower

The History of Elite Schools

Elite schools have a long and storied history in the
United States. The first of these schools, Phillips
Academy in Andover, Massachusetts, was founded in
1778. In the centuries that followed, a number of other
elite schools were founded, including Phillips Exeter

Academy, St. Paul's School, and Groton School.

These schools were originally intended to educate the
sons of the wealthy and powerful. However, over time,
they began to admit students from a wider range of
backgrounds. Today, elite schools are attended by
students from all over the world, regardless of their

family's wealth or social status.

Elite schools offer a number of advantages to their
students. They typically have small class sizes and

highly qualified teachers. They also offer a wide range
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of extracurricular activities and opportunities for
leadership. As a result, elite schools are often seen as

the best preparation for college and a successful career.

However, elite schools have also been criticized for
being too exclusive and for perpetuating inequality.
Critics argue that elite schools give an unfair advantage
to students from wealthy families and that they do not
do enough to help students from disadvantaged

backgrounds.

Despite these criticisms, elite schools continue to be
popular among parents and students alike. They are
seen as a gateway to the best colleges and universities

and to a successful career.
The Founding of Elite Schools

The first elite schools in the United States were founded
in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. These schools

were typically founded by wealthy philanthropists who



wanted to provide a better education for the children

of the wealthy and powerful.

The early elite schools were modeled on the English
public schools, which were also founded by wealthy
philanthropists. The English public schools were
known for their rigorous academic standards and their

focus on character development.

The early elite schools in the United States adopted
many of the same traditions and values as the English
public schools. They also adopted a similar curriculum,
which focused on the -classics, mathematics, and

science.
The Growth of Elite Schools

In the 19th and 20th centuries, the number of elite
schools in the United States grew rapidly. This growth
was driven by a number of factors, including the

increasing wealth of the American upper class, the rise



of industrialization, and the growing importance of

education in the job market.

By the early 20th century, elite schools had become a
fixture of the American educational landscape. They
were seen as the best preparation for college and a

successful career.
Elite Schools Today

Today, elite schools continue to play an important role
in American society. They are attended by students
from all over the world, regardless of their family's

wealth or social status.

Elite schools offer a number of advantages to their
students. They typically have small class sizes and
highly qualified teachers. They also offer a wide range
of extracurricular activities and opportunities for
leadership. As a result, elite schools are often seen as

the best preparation for college and a successful career.



However, elite schools have also been criticized for
being too exclusive and for perpetuating inequality.
Critics argue that elite schools give an unfair advantage
to students from wealthy families and that they do not
do enough to help students from disadvantaged

backgrounds.

Despite these criticisms, elite schools continue to be
popular among parents and students alike. They are
seen as a gateway to the best colleges and universities

and to a successful career.
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Chapter 1: A Glimpse into the Ivory

Tower

The Privilege of Pedigree

In the hallowed halls of elite schools, the privilege of
pedigree reigns supreme. Students from wealthy and
influential families are given preferential treatment at
every turn, from the admissions process to the

classroom to the job market.

This privilege is often justified by the argument that
these students are simply more intelligent and
deserving than their less fortunate peers. But research
has shown that this is simply not true. In fact, studies
have shown that there is no correlation between

wealth and intelligence.

So why do students from wealthy families continue to
dominate elite schools? The answer lies in a complex

web of factors, including:
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e Legacy admissions: Many elite schools give
preferential treatment to the children of alumni.
This means that students from wealthy families
are more likely to be admitted to these schools,
even if they have lower grades and test scores

than other applicants.

e Financial aid: Elite schools often offer generous
financial aid packages to students from wealthy
families. This makes it easier for these students
to afford the high cost of tuition, while students

from less affluent families are often priced out.

e Social networks: Students from wealthy families
often have access to powerful social networks
that can help them get ahead in life. These
networks can provide them with internships,
jobs, and other opportunities that are not

available to students from less affluent families.

The privilege of pedigree is a serious problem that

undermines the fairness and equality of our
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educational system. It also perpetuates a cycle of
poverty and inequality, as students from wealthy
families are more likely to succeed in life than students

from less affluent families.
The Consequences of Pedigree Privilege

The privilege of pedigree has a number of negative
consequences for society as a whole. These

consequences include:

e Reduced social mobility: Pedigree privilege
makes it more difficult for students from less
affluent families to move up the social and
economic ladder. This can lead to a more rigid
and stratified society, in which wealth and
power are concentrated in the hands of a small
elite.

e Increased inequality: Pedigree privilege also
contributes to economic inequality. Students
from wealthy families are more likely to earn
higher incomes than students from less affluent
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families. This is because they have access to
better education, better jobs, and better social
networks.

e Reduced diversity: Pedigree privilege also leads
to a lack of diversity in elite institutions. These
institutions are dominated by students from a
narrow range of backgrounds, which can lead to

a lack of creativity and innovation.
Conclusion

The privilege of pedigree is a serious problem that has
a number of negative consequences for society as a
whole. It is a problem that needs to be addressed if we

want to create a more fair and just society.
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Chapter 1: A Glimpse into the Ivory

Tower

The Culture of Exclusivity

The culture of exclusivity is a defining characteristic of
the elite. It is a set of beliefs, values, and practices that
serve to distinguish the elite from the rest of society.
This culture is often invisible to outsiders, but it is a
powerful force that shapes the lives of the elite and

their families.

One of the most important aspects of the culture of
exclusivity is the emphasis on family and lineage. The
elite often trace their lineage back to wealthy and
powerful families, and they take great pride in their
heritage. This emphasis on family helps to create a
sense of community among the elite and reinforces the
idea that they are different from and superior to the

rest of society.
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Another important aspect of the culture of exclusivity
is the emphasis on education. The elite place a high
value on education, and they often attend the most
prestigious and expensive schools. This education
provides them with the knowledge and skills they need
to succeed in life, but it also serves to further socialize

them into the culture of the elite.

The culture of exclusivity is also maintained through a
variety of social practices. The elite often live in
exclusive neighborhoods, attend exclusive clubs, and
socialize with other members of the elite. These
practices help to create a sense of separation from the
rest of society and reinforce the idea that the elite are a

special and privileged group.

The culture of exclusivity has a number of
consequences for society. It can lead to resentment and
distrust between the elite and the rest of society. It can

also make it difficult for talented and ambitious
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individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds to rise to

the top.

In recent years, there has been a growing backlash
against the culture of exclusivity. This backlash has
been fueled by a number of factors, including the rise
of populism, the increasing economic inequality, and
the growing awareness of the role that the elite play in

perpetuating social injustice.

It remains to be seen whether the culture of exclusivity
will be able to withstand this backlash. However, it is
clear that the elite are facing a number of challenges
that could potentially lead to a more inclusive and just

society.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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