
The Eloquent Age

Introduction

The  Victorian  era  was  a  time  of  great  change  and 

upheaval in British society.  The Industrial Revolution 

transformed  the  country  from  a  rural,  agricultural 

economy  to  an  urban,  industrialized  one.  The 

population  exploded,  and  cities  swelled  with  people 

seeking work in factories and mills. New technologies, 

such  as  the  steamship  and  the  telegraph,  made  it 

possible to travel and communicate more quickly and 

easily than ever before.

This period of rapid change and innovation also had a 

profound impact on British literature. Victorian writers 

grappled  with  the  social,  political,  and  economic 

changes  of  their  time,  and  their  work  reflected  the 

anxieties and aspirations of a nation in transition.
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One of the most striking features of Victorian literature 

is its diversity. Writers from all walks of life and social 

classes  contributed  to  the  literary  landscape  of  the 

period. There were novelists like Charles Dickens and 

George  Eliot,  who  wrote  about  the  lives  of  ordinary 

people; poets like Alfred, Lord Tennyson and Elizabeth 

Barrett Browning, who explored the human condition 

in lyrical verse; and playwrights like Oscar Wilde and 

George  Bernard  Shaw,  who  satirized  the  social 

conventions of their time.

Another  characteristic  of  Victorian  literature  is  its 

moral earnestness. Many Victorian writers were deeply 

concerned with  social  justice  and reform.  They used 

their writing to expose social problems and to advocate 

for change. For example, Charles Dickens's novel Oliver 

Twist  vividly  depicted  the  plight  of  workhouse 

children,  and  Elizabeth  Gaskell's  novel  Mary  Barton 

explored  the  harsh  conditions  faced  by  factory 

workers.
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Victorian  literature  is  also  known  for  its  realism. 

Writers of the period sought to portray life as it really 

was,  without  idealization  or  sentimentality.  This 

realism  can  be  seen  in  the  work  of  novelists  like 

Thomas  Hardy  and  George  Moore,  as  well  as  in  the 

poetry of Matthew Arnold and A.E. Housman.

The Victorian era was a golden age of British literature. 

The writers of this period produced a vast and varied 

body of  work that  continues to be read and enjoyed 

today. Their work offers a unique window into a time 

of great change and upheaval, and it provides valuable 

insights into the human condition.
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Book Description

The  Victorian  era  was  a  time  of  great  change  and 

upheaval in British society.  The Industrial Revolution 

transformed  the  country  from  a  rural,  agricultural 

economy  to  an  urban,  industrialized  one.  The 

population  exploded,  and  cities  swelled  with  people 

seeking work in factories and mills. New technologies, 

such  as  the  steamship  and  the  telegraph,  made  it 

possible to travel and communicate more quickly and 

easily than ever before.

This period of rapid change and innovation also had a 

profound impact on British literature. Victorian writers 

grappled  with  the  social,  political,  and  economic 

changes  of  their  time,  and  their  work  reflected  the 

anxieties and aspirations of a nation in transition.

The Eloquent Age is  a  comprehensive and engaging 

exploration of Victorian literature. This book offers a 

unique  window  into  a  time  of  great  change  and 
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upheaval,  and  it  provides  valuable  insights  into  the 

human condition.

The Eloquent Age is written in a clear and accessible 

style, and it is suitable for readers of all levels. Whether 

you are a student of  Victorian literature or simply a 

reader who enjoys great writing, this book is sure to 

inform and entertain you.

In this book, you will learn about:

 The  major  Victorian  writers,  including  Charles 

Dickens,  William  Makepeace  Thackeray, 

Charlotte Brontë, Emily Brontë, and George Eliot

 The  different  genres  of  Victorian  literature, 

including the novel, the poem, the play, and the 

essay

 The social, political, and economic changes that 

shaped Victorian literature

 The  Victorian  legacy,  and  the  influence  of 

Victorian  literature  on  modern  literature  and 

culture
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The  Eloquent  Age is  a  must-read  for  anyone  who 

wants  to  understand  Victorian  literature  and  its 

enduring impact on the world. 
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Chapter 1: The Victorian Voice

1. The Rise of the Novel

The novel, as we know it today, is a relatively modern 

invention.  It  was  not  until  the 18th century that  the 

novel  began  to  emerge  as  a  distinct  literary  genre. 

However,  it  was  in  the  Victorian  era  that  the  novel 

truly came into its own.

There are a number of factors that contributed to the 

rise of the novel in the Victorian era. One factor was 

the growth of the middle class.  The middle class had 

more leisure time and money than the working class, 

and they were eager to read novels. Another factor was 

the rise of literacy rates. More people were able to read 

and  write,  and  this  created  a  larger  audience  for 

novels.

The  Victorian  era  was  a  time  of  great  social  and 

economic  change.  The  Industrial  Revolution 

transformed Britain from a rural,  agricultural society 
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to an urban, industrialized one. This led to a number of 

social problems, such as poverty, crime, and pollution. 

Victorian  novelists  often  wrote  about  these  social 

problems in their work.

The  Victorian  novel  is  characterized  by  its  realism. 

Victorian  novelists  sought  to  portray  life  as  it  really 

was, without idealization or sentimentality. They wrote 

about  the  lives  of  ordinary  people,  and  they  often 

explored controversial  topics  such as  poverty,  crime, 

and sexuality.

Some of  the most  famous Victorian novelists  include 

Charles  Dickens,  William  Makepeace  Thackeray, 

Charlotte  Brontë,  and  George  Eliot.  These  novelists 

produced  some  of  the  most  beloved  and  enduring 

works  of  English  literature,  including  Oliver  Twist, 

Vanity Fair, Jane Eyre, and Middlemarch.

The Victorian novel is a valuable historical document. 

It provides us with a window into the lives of ordinary 

people in the Victorian era. It also sheds light on the 
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social  and  economic  problems  of  the  time.  The 

Victorian  novel  is  a  rich  and  diverse  genre  that 

continues to be read and enjoyed today.
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Chapter 1: The Victorian Voice

2. The Victorian Reading Public

The Victorian era witnessed a dramatic expansion in 

the reading public. This was due in part to a number of 

factors, including the rise of literacy rates, the growth 

of the middle class, and the increasing availability of 

affordable books and periodicals.

One of the most important factors contributing to the 

growth of the Victorian reading public was the rise in 

literacy rates. In the early 19th century, only about 50% 

of the British population could read and write. By the 

end of the century, that number had risen to over 90%. 

This increase in literacy was due in part to the efforts 

of  reformers  like  Andrew Bell  and Joseph Lancaster, 

who established schools for working-class children.

Another  factor  that  contributed to  the growth of  the 

Victorian reading public was the growth of the middle 

class.  The  middle  class  grew  rapidly  during  the 
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Victorian era, due to the Industrial Revolution and the 

expansion of the British Empire. The middle class was 

more likely to be literate than the working class, and 

they had more leisure time to read.

The  increasing  availability  of  affordable  books  and 

periodicals also helped to expand the Victorian reading 

public.  In  the  early  19th  century,  books  were  very 

expensive,  and only  the wealthy could afford to  buy 

them.  However,  the  development  of  new  printing 

technologies  and  the  rise  of  public  libraries  made 

books more affordable for the average person.

The  growth  of  the  Victorian  reading  public  had  a 

profound impact on British society. It led to a greater 

demand for books and periodicals, which in turn led to 

a flourishing of literary activity. The Victorian era was 

a  golden  age  of  British  literature,  and  the  works  of 

Victorian  writers  continue  to  be  read  and  enjoyed 

today.
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The Victorian reading public was also a diverse group 

of people. It included men and women, young and old, 

rich and poor, from all walks of life. This diversity is 

reflected in  the wide range of  books and periodicals 

that  were  published  during  the  Victorian  era.  There 

were books and periodicals for every taste and interest, 

from novels and poetry to history and science.

The  Victorian  reading  public  was  also  a  critical  and 

engaged  audience.  They  were  not  afraid  to  express 

their  opinions  about  the  books  and  periodicals  they 

read. They wrote letters to the editors of newspapers 

and  magazines,  and  they  debated  the  merits  of 

different  authors  and  works  in  public  forums.  The 

Victorian reading public played a vital role in shaping 

the literary culture of the era.
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Chapter 1: The Victorian Voice

3. The Role of the Publisher

The  Victorian  era  saw  a  dramatic  increase  in  the 

number  of  books  published,  and  the  role  of  the 

publisher  became  increasingly  important.  Publishers 

were responsible for selecting, editing, and marketing 

books,  and  they  played  a  key  role  in  shaping  the 

literary landscape of the period.

One of the most important roles of the publisher was to 

decide which books to publish. In the early Victorian 

era,  publishers  were often reluctant  to  take risks  on 

new and innovative writers. They preferred to publish 

books by established authors who were guaranteed to 

sell.  However,  as  the  century  progressed,  publishers 

became more willing to take chances on new writers. 

This led to the publication of many important works of 

literature,  including  novels  by  Charles  Dickens, 

Charlotte Brontë, and George Eliot.
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Publishers  also  played  a  role  in  editing  books.  They 

would often work closely with authors to revise and 

improve  their  manuscripts.  This  was  especially 

important in the case of first-time authors who may not 

have had the experience or skills to prepare their work 

for publication.

Finally, publishers were responsible for marketing and 

selling  books.  They  would  often  use  advertising  and 

other  promotional  techniques  to  generate  interest  in 

their books. They would also work with booksellers to 

distribute their books to readers.

The role of the publisher was essential to the success of 

Victorian  literature.  Publishers  played  a  key  role  in 

selecting,  editing,  and  marketing  books,  and  they 

helped to shape the literary landscape of the period.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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