
City  of  Separation:  Exploring  the 

Consequences of Urban Segregation

Introduction

In the vibrant tapestry of urban landscapes, there lies a 

somber  reality—the  stark  division  of  cities  into 

enclaves of privilege and pockets of deprivation. This 

phenomenon, known as urban segregation, has cast a 

long  shadow  over  societies,  leaving  deep  scars  of 

inequality and social injustice. In the annals of urban 

history, the city of Rabat, Morocco, stands as a poignant 

example of this profound divide.

Once  a  bustling  hub  where  diverse  communities 

thrived,  Rabat  underwent  a  transformation  under 

French colonial rule in the early 20th century. Policies 

of urban apartheid were implemented, creating a stark 

separation  between  the  European  and  Moroccan 
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populations.  This  segregation  had  far-reaching 

consequences, shaping the city's social fabric, economic 

opportunities, and even its physical landscape.

This  book  delves  into  the  intricate  web  of  urban 

segregation,  using  Rabat  as  a  lens  to  explore  the 

multifaceted  challenges  faced  by  divided  cities. 

Drawing  upon  extensive  research  and  real-life 

accounts,  we  embark  on  a  journey  through  the 

alleyways and avenues of Rabat, uncovering the stories 

of its people and the struggles they endure.

We examine  the  historical  roots  of  urban apartheid, 

tracing  its  origins  to  the  policies  and  practices  of 

colonial  powers.  We  shed  light  on  the  social 

consequences  of  segregation,  revealing  the  deep 

wounds inflicted upon communities and the persistent 

cycle  of  marginalization  and  poverty.  Education, 

housing,  healthcare,  and  employment  opportunities 

become battlegrounds where inequality is entrenched 

and dreams are stifled.
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Furthermore,  we  delve  into  the  cultural  and 

psychological dimensions of segregation, exploring the 

impact  on  identity,  belonging,  and  resilience.  We 

witness the power of community and the resilience of 

individuals as they navigate the challenges of living in 

a divided city.

Through  a  multidisciplinary  approach,  this  book 

weaves  together  historical  analysis,  sociological 

insights,  and  personal  narratives  to  provide  a 

comprehensive understanding of urban segregation. It 

is a call to action, urging policymakers, urban planners, 

and  civil  society  organizations  to  confront  this 

persistent issue and work towards creating more just 

and equitable cities.
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Book Description

In a world grappling with the enduring legacy of urban 

segregation,  "City  of  Separation:  Exploring  the 

Consequences of Urban Segregation" offers a thought-

provoking exploration of this pervasive issue through 

the  lens  of  Rabat,  Morocco.  This  meticulously 

researched book unveils the profound impact of urban 

apartheid policies implemented during French colonial 

rule,  revealing the deep scars left  on the city's  social 

fabric and the lives of its inhabitants.

Journey through the alleyways and avenues of Rabat, 

where stark divisions separate communities and shape 

destinies.  Witness  the  consequences  of  segregation, 

from  the  unequal  distribution  of  resources  and 

opportunities  to  the  social  isolation  and 

marginalization experienced by marginalized groups. 

Delve  into  the  historical  roots  of  this  urban  divide, 

tracing  its  origins  to  policies  that  favored  European 

settlers over the indigenous population.
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Discover the stories of Rabat's people, their struggles, 

and  their  resilience.  From  the  cramped  living 

conditions  of  impoverished  neighborhoods  to  the 

challenges  of  accessing  quality  education  and 

healthcare, the narratives of individuals paint a vivid 

picture of the human toll  of segregation. Explore the 

cultural  and  psychological  dimensions  of  living  in  a 

divided  city,  examining  the  impact  on  identity, 

belonging, and the power of community.

"City of Separation" is a multidisciplinary exploration 

that  weaves  together  historical  analysis,  sociological 

insights,  and  personal  accounts  to  provide  a 

comprehensive understanding of urban segregation. It 

is a call to action, urging policymakers, urban planners, 

and  civil  society  organizations  to  confront  this 

persistent issue and work towards creating more just 

and equitable cities.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

urban studies, social justice, and the challenges facing 
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cities  in  the  21st  century.  Its  in-depth  analysis  and 

powerful storytelling shed light on the complexities of 

urban  segregation  and  offer  valuable  insights  for 

building more inclusive and harmonious communities.
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Chapter 1: Divided City

Historical Context of Urban Segregation

The phenomenon of urban segregation is deeply rooted 

in  historical  processes  and policies  that  have shaped 

cities around the world. In the case of Rabat, Morocco, 

the origins of urban apartheid can be traced back to 

the French colonial era.

During the early 20th century, French colonial powers 

implemented a systematic policy of urban segregation, 

dividing  cities  into  distinct  European  and  Moroccan 

quarters.  This  policy  was  justified  by  the  prevailing 

ideology of racial superiority and the need to maintain 

control over the colonized population.

The European quarters were meticulously planned and 

designed,  featuring  wide  boulevards,  spacious  villas, 

and modern infrastructure. These areas were reserved 

for the French colonists  and other privileged groups, 

while  the  Moroccan  population  was  confined  to 
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overcrowded  and  unsanitary  medinas,  or  old  city 

centers.

The  segregation  extended  beyond  physical  space  to 

encompass all  aspects  of  urban life.  Moroccans were 

denied  access  to  quality  education,  healthcare,  and 

employment  opportunities,  creating a  stark divide in 

socioeconomic  status.  This  systematic  discrimination 

perpetuated a cycle of poverty and marginalization for 

generations.

The  historical  context  of  urban segregation  in  Rabat 

sheds  light  on  the  deep-seated  inequalities  that 

continue  to  plague  cities  around  the  world.  It  is  a 

reminder of the enduring legacy of colonialism and the 

urgent need to address the social and spatial injustices 

that stem from these historical policies.
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Chapter 1: Divided City

French Colonial Policies and Their Impact

The imposition of French colonial rule in Rabat at the 

beginning  of  the  20th  century  marked  a  watershed 

moment  in  the  city's  history.  The  French  authorities 

implemented  a  series  of  policies  and  practices  that 

fundamentally  reshaped  the  urban  landscape  and 

sowed the seeds of segregation.

One of the most significant policies was the creation of 

separate  residential  areas  for  Europeans  and 

Moroccans.  European  neighborhoods  were  typically 

located  in  the  more  desirable  parts  of  the  city,  with 

better infrastructure, sanitation, and access to services. 

Moroccan  neighborhoods,  on  the  other  hand,  were 

often  overcrowded,  unsanitary,  and  lacked  basic 

amenities.

This residential segregation was further reinforced by 

restrictions on movement and association. Moroccans 
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were prohibited from entering certain areas of the city, 

and  social  interaction  between  Europeans  and 

Moroccans was discouraged.  These policies  created a 

profound sense of alienation and isolation among the 

Moroccan population.

The French colonial authorities also sought to control 

the economic life of the city. They established a system 

of  economic  exploitation  that  favored  European 

businesses  and  discriminated  against  Moroccan 

enterprises.  This  led  to  a  widening  economic  gap 

between the two communities and perpetuated a cycle 

of  poverty  and  underdevelopment  in  Moroccan 

neighborhoods.

Moreover,  the  French colonial  education system was 

designed  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  European 

population,  while  Moroccan  children  were  largely 

denied  access  to  quality  education.  This  educational 

disparity  further  entrenched  social  and  economic 
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inequalities  and  limited  the  opportunities  for 

Moroccans to improve their lives.

The  cumulative  impact  of  these  policies  was  the 

creation of a deeply divided city, where privilege and 

deprivation existed side by side. This urban segregation 

left  a  lasting  legacy  of  inequality  and  injustice  that 

continues to shape the social and economic dynamics 

of Rabat to this day.
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Chapter 1: Divided City

The Creation of Separate Neighborhoods

In the urban landscape of Rabat, Morocco, the seeds of 

segregation were sown during the French colonial era. 

The implementation of apartheid-like policies led to the 

creation  of  separate  neighborhoods,  starkly  dividing 

the European and Moroccan populations.

The Colonial Blueprint for Segregation:

French  colonial  authorities  meticulously  planned  the 

physical and social separation of the two communities. 

European neighborhoods, often referred to as the "Ville 

Nouvelle"  (New  City),  were  designed  with  wide 

boulevards,  well-maintained  infrastructure,  and 

modern  amenities.  These  areas  were  reserved 

exclusively  for  French citizens  and other  Europeans, 

creating an oasis of privilege and exclusivity.

In  contrast,  Moroccan  neighborhoods,  known  as  the 

"Medina"  (Old  City),  were  characterized  by  narrow, 
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winding  streets,  dilapidated  housing,  and  a  lack  of 

basic  services.  Overcrowding,  poor  sanitation,  and 

inadequate living conditions were rampant, reflecting 

the stark disparities in urban development.

The Social and Cultural Divide:

The creation of separate neighborhoods reinforced and 

perpetuated  social  and  cultural  divisions.  Europeans 

and Moroccans lived in parallel  worlds,  with limited 

interaction  and  understanding.  This  segregation 

fostered  mutual  distrust,  prejudice,  and  a  sense  of 

"otherness" between the two communities.

The Impact on Urban Identity:

The physical  and social  separation  of  neighborhoods 

left  an indelible mark on Rabat's  urban identity.  The 

city  became  a  tale  of  two  cities,  with  distinct 

architectural  styles,  cultural  expressions,  and  social 

norms. This fragmentation hindered the development 
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of a cohesive urban community and undermined the 

sense of shared belonging among its inhabitants.

The Legacy of Segregation:

The  legacy  of  segregation  in  Rabat's  neighborhoods 

continues to shape the city's dynamics today. Despite 

efforts to promote integration and reduce disparities, 

the scars of the past are still visible in the urban fabric 

and  the  social  relations  between  different 

communities.  Addressing  the  consequences  of  this 

historical  division  remains  a  pressing  challenge  for 

urban  planners,  policymakers,  and  civil  society 

organizations.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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