
Defying the Power Broker

Introduction

In  the  annals  of  American politics,  incumbents  have 

long  held  a  formidable  advantage  in  elections.  With 

name  recognition,  established  relationships,  and  the 

power  of  their  office,  they  often  seem  unbeatable. 

However, every once in a while, a challenger emerges 

who dares  to  defy  the odds.  These challengers  come 

from all walks of life, but they share a common goal: to 

unseat an incumbent and bring about change.

In  Defying the  Power Broker,  we will  delve  into  the 

world  of  challenger  campaigns.  We  will  explore  the 

strategies  they employ,  the challenges they face,  and 

the factors that contribute to their success or failure. 

We  will  also  examine  the  role  of  incumbency  in 

American politics and how it has evolved over time.
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Challenger campaigns are often seen as David versus 

Goliath  battles,  with  the  challenger  facing  an  uphill 

battle  against  a  well-funded,  well-established 

incumbent. However, as we will see, challengers have a 

number of  advantages  that  can help them overcome 

these obstacles.

One  of  the  most  important  advantages  challengers 

have is the element of surprise. Incumbents are often 

complacent,  assuming  that  they  will  be  reelected 

without  much  effort.  This  can  give  challengers  an 

opportunity to catch them off guard and gain an early 

lead.

Another  advantage  challengers  have  is  the  ability  to 

run  on  a  platform  of  change.  Incumbents  are  often 

seen as part of the establishment, and voters may be 

looking  for  someone  new  to  shake  things  up. 

Challengers can capitalize on this by promising to bring 

fresh ideas and new perspectives to government.
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Of  course,  challengers  also  face  a  number  of 

challenges. One of the biggest challenges is fundraising. 

Incumbents typically have a much easier time raising 

money  than  challengers,  as  they  have  access  to  a 

network  of  wealthy  donors.  Challengers  must  be 

creative  in  finding  ways  to  raise  enough  money  to 

compete.

Another  challenge  challengers  face  is  the  media. 

Incumbents  often  have  a  close  relationship  with  the 

media, and they may use this to their advantage in the 

campaign.  Challengers  must  find  ways  to  get  their 

message  out  to  voters  without  the  help  of  the 

mainstream media.

Despite  the  challenges,  challenger  campaigns  can  be 

successful.  In  fact,  some  of  the  most  famous  and 

successful  politicians  in  American history  were  once 

challengers.  In  Defying  the  Power  Broker,  we  will 

examine  some  of  the  most  successful  challenger 
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campaigns  in  history  and  identify  the  factors  that 

contributed to their success.

We  will  also  explore  the  future  of  challenger 

campaigns.  As  the  American  political  landscape 

continues to evolve, it is likely that we will see more 

and  more  challengers  emerge.  Challenger  campaigns 

can be a powerful force for change, and they play an 

important role in our democracy.

4



Book Description

Defying the Power Broker is  the definitive guide to 

challenger  campaigns  in  American  politics.  In  this 

comprehensive book, Pasquale De Marco examines the 

strategies, challenges, and factors that contribute to the 

success or failure of challenger campaigns.

Challenger campaigns are often seen as David versus 

Goliath  battles,  with  the  challenger  facing  an  uphill 

battle  against  a  well-funded,  well-established 

incumbent.  However,  as  Pasquale  De  Marco  shows, 

challengers have a number of advantages that can help 

them overcome these obstacles.

One  of  the  most  important  advantages  challengers 

have is the element of surprise. Incumbents are often 

complacent,  assuming  that  they  will  be  reelected 

without  much  effort.  This  can  give  challengers  an 

opportunity to catch them off guard and gain an early 

lead.
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Another  advantage  challengers  have  is  the  ability  to 

run  on  a  platform  of  change.  Incumbents  are  often 

seen as part of the establishment, and voters may be 

looking  for  someone  new  to  shake  things  up. 

Challengers can capitalize on this by promising to bring 

fresh ideas and new perspectives to government.

Of  course,  challengers  also  face  a  number  of 

challenges. One of the biggest challenges is fundraising. 

Incumbents typically have a much easier time raising 

money  than  challengers,  as  they  have  access  to  a 

network  of  wealthy  donors.  Challengers  must  be 

creative  in  finding  ways  to  raise  enough  money  to 

compete.

Another  challenge  challengers  face  is  the  media. 

Incumbents  often  have  a  close  relationship  with  the 

media, and they may use this to their advantage in the 

campaign.  Challengers  must  find  ways  to  get  their 

message  out  to  voters  without  the  help  of  the 

mainstream media.
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Despite  the  challenges,  challenger  campaigns  can  be 

successful.  In  fact,  some  of  the  most  famous  and 

successful  politicians  in  American history  were  once 

challengers. In Defying the Power Broker, Pasquale De 

Marco  examines  some  of  the  most  successful 

challenger  campaigns  in  history  and  identifies  the 

factors that contributed to their success.

Pasquale  De  Marco  also  explores  the  future  of 

challenger  campaigns.  As  the  American  political 

landscape continues to evolve, it is likely that we will 

see  more  and  more  challengers  emerge.  Challenger 

campaigns  can  be  a  powerful  force  for  change,  and 

they play an important role in our democracy.

Whether  you  are  a  political  junkie,  a  campaign 

strategist, or simply a citizen interested in the future of 

American politics, Defying the Power Broker is a must-

read.
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Chapter 1: The Challenger Emerges

The Incumbent's Stronghold

In  the  realm  of  politics,  incumbents  often  reign 

supreme,  wielding  the  power  of  name  recognition, 

established  relationships,  and  the  resources  of  their 

office.  Unseating  an  incumbent  is  a  formidable  task, 

akin  to  a  David  versus  Goliath  battle.  However, 

throughout  history,  courageous  challengers  have 

emerged,  daring  to  defy  the  odds  and  challenge  the 

status quo.

One  of  the  key  factors  that  contribute  to  an 

incumbent's strength is their stronghold in the district 

they represent. Over time, incumbents build a network 

of  supporters,  allies,  and  donors  who  provide  them 

with  a  solid  foundation  of  support.  They  may  have 

served in local government or held other positions that 

have  given  them  a  deep  understanding  of  the 

community's needs and concerns.
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In addition to their local connections, incumbents often 

benefit from the advantages of incumbency. They have 

access  to  government resources  and staff,  which can 

provide  them  with  an  unfair  advantage  in 

campaigning.  They  can  use  their  positions  to  steer 

favorable  policies  or  projects  towards  their  districts, 

further solidifying their support base.

Furthermore,  incumbents  typically  enjoy the support 

of  the  establishment,  including  the  party  machinery 

and special interest groups. These groups may provide 

them with financial support, endorsements, and access 

to  media  outlets.  This  can  make  it  difficult  for 

challengers to gain traction and get their message out 

to voters.

However, it  is important to note that an incumbent's 

stronghold  is  not  impenetrable.  Challengers  can 

overcome  these  obstacles  by  carefully  crafting  their 

campaigns and exploiting the incumbent's weaknesses. 

By  identifying  the  incumbent's  vulnerabilities  and 
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running  on  a  platform  of  change,  challengers  can 

appeal  to  voters  who are dissatisfied with the status 

quo.

Challengers  must  also  be  strategic  in  their  use  of 

resources. While they may not have the same level of 

funding as the incumbent, they can make up for it by 

being  more  efficient  and  effective  in  their  spending. 

They  can  focus  on  grassroots  organizing,  building  a 

strong volunteer base, and leveraging social media to 

amplify their message.

In  the  end,  unseating  an  incumbent  requires  a 

combination  of  strategy,  hard  work,  and  a  deep 

understanding  of  the  political  landscape.  Challengers 

must  be  willing  to  take  risks,  challenge  the 

establishment, and connect with voters on a personal 

level. By doing so, they can overcome the incumbent's 

stronghold and emerge victorious on Election Day.
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Chapter 1: The Challenger Emerges

Lance Pressl: A Profile

Lance Pressl was born and raised in the small town of 

Elmwood,  Illinois.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  and  his 

mother  was  a  schoolteacher.  Pressl  grew  up  with  a 

strong work ethic and a deep love for his community.

After graduating from high school, Pressl attended the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where he 

studied political science. After graduating from college, 

Pressl  returned  to  Elmwood  and  worked  as  a 

community organizer. He helped to start a number of 

local initiatives, including a food bank and a homeless 

shelter.

In 1996, Pressl was elected to the Illinois State Senate. 

He served in the state  senate for  eight  years,  during 

which time he became known as a rising star in the 

Democratic  Party.  In  2004,  Pressl  decided to  run for 
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Congress.  He  challenged  incumbent  Republican  Phil 

Crane, who had held the seat for over 30 years.

Pressl was a long shot to win the election. Crane was a 

well-known and popular incumbent, and he had a huge 

fundraising  advantage.  However,  Pressl  ran  a  strong 

campaign, focusing on his record of public service and 

his commitment to fighting for the people of  the 8th 

district.

On election night, Pressl upset Crane in a major upset. 

He  became  the  first  Democrat  to  represent  the  8th 

district  in  Congress  in  over  40 years.  Pressl's  victory 

was  a  sign  of  the  changing  political  landscape  in 

Illinois. It also showed that even the most entrenched 

incumbents can be defeated if they are challenged by a 

strong and determined challenger.

Pressl  served  in  Congress  for  two  terms.  He  was  a 

member of  the House Committee on Agriculture and 

the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Pressl was a 
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strong  advocate  for  farmers  and  veterans,  and  he 

worked to improve the lives of all Americans.

In 2012,  Pressl  decided not to run for re-election. He 

returned to Illinois and became a professor of political 

science  at  the  University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana-

Champaign.  Pressl  continues  to  be  active  in  politics, 

and he is a frequent commentator on current events.
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Chapter 1: The Challenger Emerges

The Grassroots Movement

The  grassroots  movement  is  a  powerful  force  in 

American politics. It is a movement of ordinary citizens 

who come together  to  support  a  candidate  or  cause. 

Grassroots movements can be small or large, local or 

national. They can be organized around a single issue 

or a broad agenda.

In recent years, grassroots movements have played a 

major  role  in  a  number  of  successful  challenger 

campaigns.  In  2016,  for  example,  the  grassroots 

movement played a key role in the election of Donald 

Trump. Trump's campaign was fueled by a large and 

enthusiastic grassroots movement that was energized 

by his message of change.

Grassroots  movements  can  be  a  powerful  force  for 

change  because  they  are  able  to  mobilize  large 

numbers of people and resources. They can also help to 
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create a sense of momentum and excitement around a 

candidate or cause.

There  are  a  number  of  ways  to  get  involved  in  a 

grassroots  movement.  You  can  volunteer  your  time, 

donate money,  or  simply spread the word about  the 

candidate or cause you support.

If you are interested in getting involved in a grassroots 

movement, there are a number of resources available 

to  help  you  get  started.  You  can  find  information 

online,  at  your local  library,  or by contacting a local 

political organization.

Here are some tips for getting involved in a grassroots 

movement:

 Find a cause that you are passionate about.

 Research the candidates and causes that you are 

interested in supporting.

 Volunteer your time to help with the campaign 

or cause.
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 Donate money to support the candidate or cause.

 Spread the word about the candidate or cause on 

social media and other platforms.

 Attend  rallies  and  other  events  to  show  your 

support.

Grassroots  movements  can  be  a  powerful  force  for 

change. If you are interested in making a difference in 

your  community  or  country,  getting  involved  in  a 

grassroots movement is a great way to do it.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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