
The Great Expedition

Introduction

For  centuries,  the  story  of  Noah’s  Ark,  a  seafaring 

vessel carrying pairs of species to survive a devastating 

flood, has captured the imaginations of people around 

the  world.  The  tale  of  resilience  and  faith  has  been 

passed  down  through  generations  and  has  been 

depicted in various forms of art, literature, and film.

In  this  book,  we  delve  into  the  fascinating  world  of 

woodcarving and explore the art of creating intricate 

and  expressive  renditions  of  Noah’s  Ark,  its 

inhabitants,  and  the  animals  of  North  America. 

Through  detailed  instructions  and  vivid  color 

photographs, we guide you through the techniques and 

processes  involved  in  carving  these  captivating 

subjects.
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This  book  is  not  only  a  practical  guide  but  also  a 

celebration  of  the  diverse  wildlife  that  roams  the 

continent of North America. From the majestic turkey 

to the playful raccoon, each animal has its own unique 

characteristics and charm. By carving these creatures, 

you not only create beautiful works of art but also gain 

a deeper appreciation for the beauty and fragility  of 

our natural world.

Whether  you  are  a  seasoned  woodcarver  looking  to 

expand your skills or a beginner eager to embark on a 

new creative journey, this book has something to offer. 

With clear and concise instructions, we empower you 

to bring these beloved characters and animals to life 

through the art of woodcarving.

So,  gather  your  tools,  choose  your  wood,  and  let  us 

embark  on  an  artistic  expedition  that  will  not  only 

yield  stunning  creations  but  also  provide  a  deeper 

connection to the timeless story of Noah’s Ark and the 

wonders of the animal kingdom.
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We invite you to join us on this extraordinary journey 

of creativity and discovery.
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Book Description

Embark on an extraordinary artistic journey with "The 

Great Expedition: A Woodcarver's Guide to Noah's Ark, 

Mrs.  Noah,  and the Animals  of  North America."  This 

comprehensive  guidebook  invites  both  seasoned  and 

aspiring  woodcarvers  to  delve  into  the  fascinating 

world of woodcarving and create beautiful renditions 

of Noah's Ark, its inhabitants, and the diverse wildlife 

of North America.

Through  detailed  instructions  and  vivid  color 

photographs,  "The  Great  Expedition"  empowers 

woodcarvers of  all  skill  levels to bring these beloved 

characters and animals to life. The book covers a wide 

range of techniques and processes, from selecting the 

right  wood  and  transferring  patterns  to  carving 

intricate details and finishing touches.

Beyond its practical value, this book is a celebration of 

the timeless story of Noah's Ark and the wonders of the 
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animal  kingdom.  By  carving  these  subjects, 

woodcarvers not only create stunning works of art but 

also gain a deeper appreciation for the resilience, faith, 

and beauty that this tale represents.

"The  Great  Expedition"  features  a  comprehensive 

exploration  of  the  animals  of  North  America, 

highlighting  their  unique  characteristics  and  charm. 

From the majestic turkey to the playful raccoon, each 

animal offers inspiration for woodcarving projects that 

capture the essence of these creatures.

Whether you are looking to expand your woodcarving 

skills  or  simply  seek  a  creative  outlet,  "The  Great 

Expedition"  provides  a  wealth  of  knowledge  and 

inspiration.  With  its  clear  instructions  and  stunning 

visuals,  this  book  will  guide  you  through  the  entire 

woodcarving process, from start to finish.

Join us on this artistic expedition and discover the joy 

of  creating beautiful  woodcarvings that will  not only 

adorn your home but also serve as a testament to the 
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timeless power of storytelling and the wonders of the 

natural world.
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Chapter 1: The Sea-Faring Odyssey

Noah's decision to build the ark

Noah's decision to build the ark was not made lightly. 

He was a righteous man who had walked with God, and 

he knew that God was about to bring a great flood upon 

the earth.

God  had  told  Noah  that  he  would  destroy  all  the 

wickedness on the earth, but he would save Noah and 

his family. Noah was instructed to build a large ark of 

gopher  wood,  and  to  bring  his  family,  two  of  every 

living creature, and food for them all into the ark.

Noah knew that this would be a huge undertaking, but 

he  obeyed  God's  instructions.  He  gathered  the 

necessary materials and began to build the ark.

As Noah worked, the people of the earth mocked him. 

They didn't believe that God was going to destroy the 

world,  and  they  thought  that  Noah  was  crazy  for 

building a boat on dry land.
7



But Noah continued to  work,  and eventually  the ark 

was  finished.  Noah,  his  family,  and  the  animals  all 

went into the ark, and God shut the door behind them.

The rains came, and the waters rose. The ark floated on 

the water, and Noah and his family were safe.

When the rain stopped, the waters receded, and the ark 

came to rest on Mount Ararat. Noah and his family left 

the ark, and they began to repopulate the earth.

Noah's decision to build the ark was an act of faith. He 

obeyed  God's  instructions,  even  though  the  people 

around him didn't  believe  him.  Because  of  his  faith, 

Noah and his family were saved from the flood.
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Chapter 1: The Sea-Faring Odyssey

Gathering the animals two-by-two

Noah's heart pounded in his chest as he surveyed the 

vast expanse of the land before him. The task that lay 

ahead was daunting, yet he knew that it was of utmost 

importance. God had instructed him to build an ark, a 

massive vessel that would carry pairs of every living 

creature  through  the  devastating  flood  that  was  to 

come.

Noah's first priority was to gather the animals. He sent 

out messengers to all corners of the land, summoning 

the  creatures  to  come  to  him.  From  the  majestic 

elephants to the tiny field mice, Noah welcomed them 

all aboard the ark.

The animals came in pairs, just as God had instructed. 

Lions and tigers, bears and wolves, zebras and giraffes, 

all  made  their  way  to  the  ark.  Noah  and  his  sons 
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worked  tirelessly,  ensuring  that  each  creature  was 

safely on board.

As the animals boarded the ark, Noah couldn't help but 

marvel at the diversity of God's creation. Each creature 

had its own unique characteristics, its own role to play 

in  the  ecosystem.  Noah  knew  that  each  one  was 

precious in God's eyes.

With the animals safely on board, Noah and his family 

prepared for the coming flood. They gathered food and 

supplies,  and  they  made  sure  that  the  ark  was 

seaworthy.  As  the  rain  began  to  fall,  Noah  and  his 

family boarded the ark, and the great vessel set sail.

The  animals  on  the  ark  were  a  constant  source  of 

wonder and amazement for Noah and his family. They 

observed  the  animals'  behavior,  and  they  learned 

about their different habitats and diets. The animals, in 

turn, seemed to sense the importance of their mission. 

They lived together in peace and harmony, just as God 

had intended.

10



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: Carving a Skunk

Finishing the carving

Once you have carved all the details of your skunk, it is 

time to finish it.  This involves sanding,  painting,  and 

sealing the carving.

Sanding is necessary to smooth out any rough edges or 

tool  marks.  Start  with  a  coarse  sandpaper  and 

gradually work your way to a finer grit. Be sure to sand 

in  the  direction  of  the  grain  to  avoid  damaging  the 

wood.

Once the carving is sanded, you can begin painting it. 

Use  acrylic  paints  for  best  results.  Start  with  a  light 

base coat and then add darker colors to create shadows 

and  depth.  Be  sure  to  let  each  coat  of  paint  dry 

completely before applying the next.

Once the carving is painted, you can seal it with a clear 

finish. This will protect the paint and give the carving a 
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glossy shine. Apply the finish in thin, even coats, and 

allow it to dry completely before handling the carving.

With  a  little  care  and  attention,  you  can  create  a 

beautiful  and  realistic  skunk  carving  that  will  be  a 

treasured keepsake for years to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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