
Stories and Lives Orillia

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco  has  written  a  great  book  titled 

Stories and Lives Orillia that tells the story of Orillia. 

The book is  divided into  10  chapters,  each of  which 

focuses  on  a  different  aspect  of  the  city's  history, 

culture, and people.

The first  chapter,  "The Founding of  Orillia,"  tells  the 

story  of  the  city's  early  days,  from  its  founding  by 

European  settlers  in  the  1830s  to  its  growth  into  a 

major center of industry and commerce in the late 19th 

century. The chapter also discusses the role that the fur 

trade played in the development of Orillia, as well as 

the challenges and opportunities that the city faced in 

its early years.
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The  second  chapter,  "Orillia's  Growth  and 

Development,"  examines  the  city's  growth  and 

development in the 20th century. The chapter discusses 

the arrival of the railway, the growth of industry, the 

development  of  infrastructure,  and  the  changing 

landscape of  the  city.  The chapter  also  discusses  the 

social  and cultural  changes that  took place in Orillia 

during this time period.

The  third  chapter,  "Orillia's  Role  in  the  Wars," 

examines the city's role in various wars, including the 

War of 1812,  the Fenian Raids,  the Boer War,  World 

War I,  and World  War II.  The  chapter  discusses  the 

contributions  that  Orillia  and  its  residents  made  to 

these wars, as well as the impact that the wars had on 

the city.

The  fourth  chapter,  "Orillia's  Cultural  Heritage," 

examines  the  city's  cultural  heritage.  The  chapter 

discusses the arts  and culture,  the literary scene,  the 

historical  sites,  the  museums  and  galleries,  and  the 
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festivals  and  events  that  make  Orillia  a  vibrant  and 

culturally rich city.

The  fifth  chapter,  "Orillia's  Natural  Environment," 

examines the city's natural environment. The chapter 

discusses the lakes and rivers, the forests and trails, the 

parks  and  green  spaces,  the  wildlife,  and  the 

conservation efforts that are underway in Orillia.

The  sixth  chapter,  "Orillia's  People,"  examines  the 

people  of  Orillia.  The  chapter  discusses  the  pioneers 

and settlers, the immigrants and refugees, the business 

leaders, the educators and healthcare workers, and the 

volunteers  and  community  activists  that  have  made 

Orillia a great place to live and work.
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Book Description

Stories  and  Lives  Orillia  is  a  comprehensive  and 

engaging  look  at  the  history,  culture,  and  people  of 

Orillia, Ontario. The book is divided into 10 chapters, 

each of which focuses on a different aspect of the city's 

past, present, and future.

The first  chapter,  "The Founding of  Orillia,"  tells  the 

story  of  the  city's  early  days,  from  its  founding  by 

European  settlers  in  the  1830s  to  its  growth  into  a 

major center of industry and commerce in the late 19th 

century. The chapter also discusses the role that the fur 

trade played in the development of Orillia, as well as 

the challenges and opportunities that the city faced in 

its early years.

The  second  chapter,  "Orillia's  Growth  and 

Development,"  examines  the  city's  growth  and 

development in the 20th century. The chapter discusses 

the arrival of the railway, the growth of industry, the 

4



development  of  infrastructure,  and  the  changing 

landscape of  the  city.  The chapter  also  discusses  the 

social  and cultural  changes that  took place in Orillia 

during this time period.

The  third  chapter,  "Orillia's  Role  in  the  Wars," 

examines the city's role in various wars, including the 

War of 1812,  the Fenian Raids,  the Boer War,  World 

War I,  and World  War II.  The  chapter  discusses  the 

contributions  that  Orillia  and  its  residents  made  to 

these wars, as well as the impact that the wars had on 

the city.

The  fourth  chapter,  "Orillia's  Cultural  Heritage," 

examines  the  city's  cultural  heritage.  The  chapter 

discusses the arts  and culture,  the literary scene,  the 

historical  sites,  the  museums  and  galleries,  and  the 

festivals  and  events  that  make  Orillia  a  vibrant  and 

culturally rich city.

The  fifth  chapter,  "Orillia's  Natural  Environment," 

examines the city's natural environment. The chapter 
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discusses the lakes and rivers, the forests and trails, the 

parks  and  green  spaces,  the  wildlife,  and  the 

conservation efforts that are underway in Orillia.
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Chapter 1: The Founding of Orillia

The First Settlers

The first  settlers  of  Orillia  were a  group of  pioneers 

who  arrived  in  the  area  in  the  early  1830s.  These 

settlers  were  mostly  farmers  and  laborers  from 

England, Ireland, and Scotland. They were drawn to the 

area by the promise of cheap land and the opportunity 

to start a new life in a new country.

The early settlers faced many challenges in their new 

home. The land was heavily forested, and they had to 

clear  it  before  they  could  farm it.  The  winters  were 

long and cold, and the summers were short and hot. 

The  settlers  also  had  to  contend  with  the  threat  of 

disease and attacks from wild animals.

Despite  the  challenges,  the  early  settlers  persevered. 

They built homes, cleared land, and established farms. 

They  also  formed  a  community  and  established  a 
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school and a church. By the mid-1800s,  Orillia was a 

thriving town with a population of over 1,000 people.

One of the most important figures in the early history 

of Orillia was Peter Robinson. Robinson was a British 

army officer who led a group of settlers to the area in 

1833. Robinson played a key role in the development of 

Orillia,  and  he  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  city's 

founding fathers.

Another important figure in the early history of Orillia 

was John G. Howard. Howard was a businessman and 

politician  who  served  as  the  first  mayor  of  Orillia. 

Howard played a key role in the development of the 

town's infrastructure, and he is considered to be one of 

the city's most important early leaders.

The  early  settlers  of  Orillia  were  a  group  of 

hardworking  and  determined  people  who  laid  the 

foundation for the city's future success. Their legacy is 

still  visible  today in the many historic  buildings and 

landmarks that can be found throughout the city.
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Chapter 1: The Founding of Orillia

The Role of the Fur Trade

The fur trade played a major role in the founding and 

early development of Orillia. The city was founded in 

1832 as a trading post by the Hudson's Bay Company, 

and for many years it was a major center for the fur 

trade in Upper Canada.

The fur trade brought many people to Orillia, including 

traders,  trappers,  and voyageurs.  These  people  came 

from all over the world, and they brought with them 

their own cultures and traditions.  As a result,  Orillia 

developed a diverse and cosmopolitan population.

The  fur  trade  also  had  a  significant  impact  on  the 

economy of Orillia. The city was a major center for the 

sale and distribution of furs, and it also benefited from 

the  trade  in  other  goods  and  services  that  were 

associated with the fur trade.
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The fur trade declined in importance in the late 19th 

century,  but  it  continued  to  play  a  role  in  Orillia's 

economy. The city remained a center for the sale and 

distribution of furs, and it also became a major center 

for the manufacture of fur garments.

The fur trade had a lasting impact on Orillia. The city's 

diverse  population  and  its  strong  economy  are  both 

legacies of the fur trade.

One of the most important figures in the history of the 

fur  trade  in  Orillia  was  Peter  Jones.  Jones  was  a 

Mississauga Ojibwe who was born in 1798. He became 

a Methodist minister and a leader in the fight for the 

rights of First Nations people. Jones also played a major 

role  in  the  development  of  Orillia.  He  helped  to 

establish the city's first school and church, and he also 

served as a magistrate and a councilor.

Peter  Jones  was  a  remarkable  man  who  made  a 

significant contribution to the history of Orillia. He was 
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a  pioneer,  a  leader,  and  a  visionary.  His  legacy 

continues to inspire people today.
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Chapter 1: The Founding of Orillia

The Establishment of a Town

The establishment of Orillia as a town was a significant 

milestone in the city's history. It marked the transition 

from a small settlement to a thriving community with 

its own local government and institutions. The process 

of incorporation was not without its challenges, but the 

residents of  Orillia were determined to build a town 

that they could be proud of.

The  first  step  towards  incorporation  was  the 

establishment of a town council.  In 1867, the Ontario 

legislature  passed  an  act  incorporating  the  Town  of 

Orillia. The council was responsible for providing local 

government services, such as water and sewer, police 

and fire protection, and road maintenance.

The  early  years  of  the  town  were  marked  by  rapid 

growth. The population increased from just over 1,000 

in 1867 to over 5,000 by the end of the century. This 
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growth  was  fueled  by  the  arrival  of  new  industries, 

such as lumber and shipbuilding.

The town also saw the establishment of a number of 

important institutions during this time period. In 1871, 

the  Orillia  Public  Library  was  founded.  The  library 

quickly became a popular destination for residents of 

all ages. In 1874, the Orillia Opera House was built. The 

opera house was a major cultural center for the town 

and hosted a variety of performances, including plays, 

concerts, and lectures.

The  establishment  of  Orillia  as  a  town  was  a  major 

achievement for the community. It gave the town the 

ability to govern itself and to provide essential services 

to  its  residents.  The  town  also  became  a  center  of 

culture and commerce. By the end of the 19th century, 

Orillia was a thriving community with a bright future.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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