
The Brother of the President: A Journey 

Through the Shadows

Introduction

In  the annals  of  American history,  the  Carter  family 

occupies  a  unique  place.  Former  President  Jimmy 

Carter,  a  man  of  deep  faith  and  unwavering  moral 

principles,  is  widely  admired  for  his  humanitarian 

work and his commitment to peace. His brother, Billy 

Carter,  on the other hand, was a controversial figure 

whose  life  was  marked  by  personal  struggles  and 

public scandals.

This  book is  an exploration of  Billy  Carter's  life  and 

legacy.  Drawing on interviews with family members, 

friends, and associates, as well as a wealth of archival 

material,  Pasquale  De  Marco  paints  a  complex  and 
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nuanced portrait of a man who was both deeply flawed 

and deeply human.

Billy  Carter  was  born  in  1937,  the  ninth  of  eleven 

children.  Growing  up  in  the  small  town  of  Plains, 

Georgia,  he was a rambunctious and often rebellious 

child.  He dropped out  of  high school  and joined the 

Navy,  but  was  discharged  after  a  few  years  due  to 

alcohol-related problems.

After leaving the Navy, Billy Carter returned to Plains 

and  worked  a  series  of  odd  jobs.  He  also  became 

involved in  local  politics,  serving on the city  council 

and  running  unsuccessfully  for  mayor.  In  1976,  his 

brother  Jimmy  was  elected  President  of  the  United 

States,  and  Billy  Carter's  life  was  thrust  into  the 

national spotlight.

Billy  Carter's  relationship with his  brother was often 

strained. Jimmy Carter was a teetotaler and a devout 

Christian, while Billy Carter was a heavy drinker and a 
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self-professed atheist. Despite their differences, the two 

brothers remained close throughout their lives.

Billy Carter's public image was often negative. He was 

portrayed in the media as a redneck and a drunk, and 

he was frequently involved in scandals. In 1977, he was 

arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol, and 

in  1979,  he  was  accused  of  accepting  a  bribe  from 

Libya.

Despite his personal problems, Billy Carter was also a 

kind and generous man. He was always willing to help 

those in need, and he was a loyal friend to those who 

stood by him. He was also a talented musician, and he 

loved to play the guitar and sing.

Billy  Carter  died in  1988 at  the age of  51.  He was a 

complex and contradictory figure,  but  he was also  a 

man who loved his family and his country. His life is a 

reminder that even those who make mistakes deserve 

our compassion and understanding.
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Book Description

The Brother of the President: A Journey Through the 

Shadows is a deeply personal and moving account of a 

brother's life and legacy. Drawing on interviews with 

family members, friends, and associates,  as well as a 

wealth of archival material, Pasquale De Marco paints 

a complex and nuanced portrait of Billy Carter, a man 

who was both deeply flawed and deeply human.

Billy Carter was the brother of former President Jimmy 

Carter,  and  his  life  was  often  overshadowed  by  his 

brother's  achievements.  But  Billy  Carter  was  a 

remarkable man in his own right.  He was a talented 

musician, a loyal friend, and a kind and generous man. 

He  was  also  a  man  who  struggled  with  personal 

demons, including alcoholism and addiction.

In The Brother of the President: A Journey Through 

the Shadows,  Pasquale De Marco explores the many 

facets  of  Billy  Carter's  life.  He  writes  about  Billy 
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Carter's  childhood,  his  military  service,  his  political 

career, and his personal struggles. He also writes about 

Billy Carter's relationship with his brother Jimmy, and 

the impact that their relationship had on both of their 

lives.

The Brother of the President: A Journey Through the 

Shadows is a fascinating and moving portrait of a man 

who was both deeply flawed and deeply human. It is a 

story of love, loss, and redemption, and it is a reminder 

that  even  those  who  make  mistakes  deserve  our 

compassion and understanding. 
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Chapter 1: The Brother of the President

A troubled childhood

Growing up in the small town of Plains, Georgia, Billy 

Carter was a rambunctious and often rebellious child. 

He was the ninth of eleven children, and his parents 

were struggling to make ends meet. Billy's father was a 

farmer,  and  his  mother  worked  as  a  waitress.  The 

family was poor, and they lived in a small,  rundown 

house.

Billy was a handful from a young age. He was always 

getting  into  trouble,  and  he  was  often  truant  from 

school. He was also a bully, and he liked to pick on his 

younger siblings.

As  Billy  got  older,  his  behavior  became  even  more 

problematic. He started drinking alcohol and smoking 

cigarettes, and he began to run with a rough crowd. He 

was arrested several times for underage drinking and 

disorderly conduct.
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Billy's parents were at their wit's end. They didn't know 

what to do with him. They tried to discipline him, but 

nothing seemed to work. Billy was a wild child, and he 

was headed down a dangerous path.
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Chapter 1: The Brother of the President

The Vietnam War

Billy  Carter's  experience  in  the  Vietnam  War  was  a 

defining moment in his  life.  He was drafted into the 

Army in 1966 and served in Vietnam for a year. He was 

assigned to a combat unit and saw heavy fighting. He 

was wounded in action and received a Purple Heart.

The  Vietnam  War  was  a  controversial  and  divisive 

conflict,  and  Billy  Carter's  experience  there  left  a 

lasting impact  on him.  He became disillusioned with 

the war and with the government that had sent him to 

fight  in  it.  He  also  developed  a  deep  hatred  for  the 

Vietnamese people.

After  returning  home  from  Vietnam,  Billy  Carter 

struggled to adjust to civilian life. He was haunted by 

memories of the war and was unable to find a job. He 

turned to  alcohol  to  cope with his  problems,  and he 

soon became an alcoholic.
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Billy  Carter's  experience  in  the  Vietnam  War  is  a 

reminder of the human cost of war. He was a young 

man who was sent to fight in a war that  he did not 

believe  in.  He  was  wounded  in  action  and  saw  his 

friends  killed.  He  returned  home  a  changed  man, 

haunted by memories of the war.

Billy Carter's story is a tragedy. He was a man who had 

the potential to be great, but his life was derailed by the 

Vietnam War. He was a victim of war, and his story is a 

reminder of the importance of peace.
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Chapter 1: The Brother of the President

Alcoholism and addiction

Billy Carter's  struggles with alcoholism and addiction 

were well-documented. He began drinking heavily in 

his  early  twenties,  and  by  the  time  he  was  in  his 

thirties, he was drinking a quart of whiskey a day. His 

drinking led to a number of problems, including arrests 

for driving under the influence, fights, and blackouts.

Billy Carter's addiction also had a negative impact on 

his health. He suffered from liver damage, pancreatitis, 

and  other  alcohol-related  illnesses.  He  was  also 

involved in several accidents, including a car crash that 

nearly killed him.

Despite his  struggles with addiction,  Billy  Carter was 

able to maintain a close relationship with his brother, 

Jimmy Carter.  Jimmy Carter  was a  teetotaler,  but  he 

was always supportive of his brother. He helped Billy 

Carter  get  into  rehab  on  several  occasions,  and  he 
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bailed him out of jail when he was arrested for drunk 

driving.

Billy Carter's addiction ultimately took a toll on his life. 

He died in 1988 at the age of 51 from liver failure. His 

death  was  a  reminder  of  the  devastating  effects  of 

alcoholism and addiction.

Billy  Carter's  story  is  a  cautionary  tale  about  the 

dangers  of  alcohol  abuse.  It  is  a  reminder that  even 

those who have everything can be brought  down by 

addiction.  It  is  also  a  reminder  that  addiction  is  a 

disease that can be overcome with the help of family, 

friends, and professionals.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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