Who Gains, Who Loses?

Introduction

The American West is a region of unparalleled beauty
and diversity, a land of towering mountains, vast
deserts, and fertile valleys. It is a region that has been
shaped by centuries of history, from the arrival of the
first Native American tribes to the westward expansion
of the United States. Today, the West is home to a
diverse population of people from all walks of life, and

it is a region that is constantly changing and evolving.

In recent years, the West has been facing a number of
challenges, including climate change, economic
inequality, and political polarization. These challenges
are putting a strain on the region's natural resources,
its economy, and its social fabric. However, the West is

also a region of great opportunity. It is a place where



new ideas are constantly being generated and where

new solutions to old problems are being found.

Who Gains, Who Loses? is a book about the future of
the West. It is a book that examines the challenges that
the region is facing, but it is also a book that celebrates
the region's strengths and opportunities. Through a
series of essays, Pasquale De Marco explores the West's
changing landscape, its economy, its demographics, its
environment, its politics, its culture, its social fabric, its

health system, its educational system, and its future.

Pasquale De Marco argues that the West is at a
crossroads. It can either continue on its current path,
which is leading to increasing inequality,
environmental degradation, and social division, or it
can chart a new course, one that is based on
sustainability, equity, and cooperation. The choice is up

to us.

Who Gains, Who Loses? is a call to action. It is a book

that challenges us to rethink the way we live in the
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West and to work together to create a better future for

our region.



Book Description

Who Gains, Who Loses? is a book about the future of
the American West. It is a book that examines the
challenges that the region is facing, but it is also a book
that celebrates the region's strengths and

opportunities.

Through a series of essays, Pasquale De Marco explores
the West's changing landscape, its economy, its
demographics, its environment, its politics, its culture,
its social fabric, its health system, its educational
system, and its future. Pasquale De Marco argues that
the West is at a crossroads. It can either continue on its
current path, which is leading to increasing inequality,
environmental degradation, and social division, or it
can chart a new course, one that is based on

sustainability, equity, and cooperation.

The choice is up to us. Who Gains, Who Loses? is a call

to action. It is a book that challenges us to rethink the



way we live in the West and to work together to create

a better future for our region.

Who Gains, Who Loses? is essential reading for anyone
who cares about the future of the American West. It is a
book that will inform, inspire, and challenge you to

think about the future of the region in new ways.



Chapter 1: The Changing Landscape

The Rise of the New West

The American West is a region that is constantly
changing and evolving. In recent years, the West has
been experiencing a number of significant changes,
including the rise of new economic sectors, the growth
of new population centers, and the emergence of new

social and cultural trends.

One of the most significant changes that the West is
experiencing is the rise of new economic sectors. The
traditional industries of the West, such as mining,
agriculture, and logging, are in decline. However, new
industries, such as technology, tourism, and renewable
energy, are growing rapidly. These new industries are
creating new jobs and attracting new residents to the

West.

Another significant change that the West is

experiencing is the growth of new population centers.
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The traditional population centers of the West, such as
San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Seattle, are continuing
to grow. However, new population centers are also
emerging, such as Denver, Salt Lake City, and Boise.
These new population centers are attracting people
from all over the country, and they are helping to

shape the future of the West.

The rise of new economic sectors and the growth of
new population centers are leading to a number of
social and cultural changes in the West. For example,
the West is becoming more diverse, as people from all
over the country and the world are moving to the
region. The West is also becoming more urbanized, as
people are moving from rural areas to cities. These
social and cultural changes are helping to create a new

West, one that is different from the West of the past.

The rise of the New West is a complex and multifaceted
phenomenon. It is a story of economic change,

population growth, and social and cultural



transformation. It is a story that is still unfolding, and it
is a story that will continue to shape the future of the

American West.



Chapter 1: The Changing Landscape

The Decline of Traditional Industries

The American West has long been defined by its
traditional industries, such as mining, logging, and
agriculture. These industries have provided jobs and
livelihoods for generations of Westerners. However, in

recent decades, these industries have been in decline.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to
the decline of traditional industries in the West. One
factor is the global economy. The rise of China and
other low-wage countries has made it difficult for
American companies to compete. As a result, many
manufacturing jobs have been lost to overseas

competitors.

Another factor that has contributed to the decline of
traditional industries in the West is automation.
Technological advances have made it possible for

machines to do many of the jobs that were once done
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by humans. This has led to job losses in a variety of
industries, including manufacturing, agriculture, and

mining.

The decline of traditional industries in the West has
had a significant impact on the region's economy. Many
Western communities have lost their economic base,
and unemployment rates have risen. This has led to a
number of social problems, including poverty, crime,

and drug abuse.

The decline of traditional industries in the West is a
complex issue with no easy solutions. However, there
are a number of things that can be done to help
affected communities. One important step is to invest
in education and training programs to help workers
develop the skills they need to succeed in the new
economy. Another important step is to support new
businesses and industries that can create jobs and

economic growth.
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The decline of traditional industries in the West is a
challenge, but it is also an opportunity. By investing in
education, training, and new businesses, we can help
Western communities to transition to a new economy

and create a brighter future for the region.
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Chapter 1: The Changing Landscape

The Growth of Tourism and Recreation

The growth of tourism and recreation is one of the
most significant changes that has occurred in the West
in recent years. This growth has been driven by a
number of factors, including the increasing popularity
of outdoor recreation, the rise of the sharing economy,

and the development of new technologies.

As a result of this growth, tourism and recreation have
become major economic drivers in many Western
states. In Colorado, for example, tourism is the state's
second largest industry, generating over $20 billion in
revenue each year. In Montana, tourism is the state's
third largest industry, generating over $10 billion in

revenue each year.

The growth of tourism and recreation has also had a
number of social and environmental impacts. On the

positive side, tourism can help to create jobs, boost
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local economies, and preserve cultural heritage. On the
negative side, tourism can also lead to overcrowding,

pollution, and the loss of natural habitat.

One of the biggest challenges facing the West is how to
manage the growth of tourism and recreation in a
sustainable way. This challenge will require
cooperation between governments, businesses, and
communities. It will also require a commitment to
protecting the West's natural resources and cultural

heritage.

Here are some specific examples of how tourism and

recreation are changing the West:

e The number of visitors to national parks and
other public lands has increased dramatically in
recent years. This has led to overcrowding,

pollution, and damage to natural resources.

e The rise of the sharing economy has made it
easier for people to rent out their homes and
other properties to tourists. This has led to an
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increase in the number of short-term rentals in

many Western cities and towns.

e The development of new technologies has made
it easier for people to find and book travel and
accommodations. This has made it easier for
people to travel to the West, and it has also led to

an increase in the number of tourists.

The growth of tourism and recreation is a complex
issue with both positive and negative impacts. It is
important to manage this growth in a sustainable way
in order to protect the West's natural resources and

cultural heritage.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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