She Was Ready for Space

Introduction

Women have always been fascinated by space. From
the early days of astronomy to the modern era of space
exploration, women have made  significant
contributions to our understanding of the universe. In
the early 20th century, women such as Annie Jump
Cannon and Cecilia Payne-Gaposchkin were pioneers
in the field of astrophysics. They developed new
methods for classifying stars and discovered new

elements in the universe.

During the Space Race of the 1950s and 1960s, women
played a vital role in the development of space
technology. They worked as engineers,
mathematicians, and scientists, helping to design and
build the rockets and spacecraft that took humans to

the moon. However, despite their contributions,
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women were often excluded from the most prestigious

and dangerous missions.

In the 1970s, a group of women known as the Mercury
13 underwent rigorous testing to become astronauts.
They passed all of the same tests as their male
counterparts, but they were never allowed to fly in
space. The Mercury 13 program was eventually
canceled, and it would be another 20 years before a

woman would finally go to space.

In 1983, Sally Ride became the first American woman
to travel to space. She flew on the Space Shuttle
Challenger and conducted experiments on the effects of
space travel on the human body. Ride's mission paved
the way for other women to follow in her footsteps.
Since then, women have played a vital role in every
major space mission, from the construction of the

International Space Station to the exploration of Mars.

Today, women make up about one-third of the

astronaut corps at NASA. They are scientists, engineers,

2



doctors, and pilots. They are pushing the boundaries of
human knowledge and helping to make space

exploration a reality for all.

The story of women in space is a story of courage,
determination, and perseverance. It is a story that
inspires us all to reach for our dreams, no matter how

impossible they may seem.



Book Description

She Was Ready for Space is the untold story of the
women who were pioneers in the field of space
exploration. These women were brilliant scientists,
engineers, and pilots who dedicated their lives to the
pursuit of knowledge and the advancement of human

spaceflight.

From the early days of astronomy to the modern era of
space exploration, women have made significant
contributions to our understanding of the universe.
They have discovered new planets, stars, and galaxies.
They have developed new technologies that have made
space travel possible. And they have pushed the
boundaries of human knowledge and helped to make

space exploration a reality for all.

She Was Ready for Space tells the stories of some of
these remarkable women. We learn about their

struggles and their triumphs, their dreams and their



goals. We learn about the challenges they faced as
women in a male-dominated field, and we learn about
the determination and perseverance that allowed them

to overcome those challenges.

These women are an inspiration to all of us. They show
us that anything is possible if we set our minds to it.
They show us that we should never give up on our
dreams, no matter how difficult they may seem. And
they show us that women can achieve anything that

men can achieve, and often more.

She Was Ready for Space is a must-read for anyone
who is interested in the history of space exploration,
the role of women in science, or the pursuit of dreams.
It is a story that will inspire you, motivate you, and

remind you that anything is possible.



Chapter 1: A Dream Deferred

Topic 1: The Early Pioneers

In the early days of space exploration, women were
largely excluded from the field. They were not allowed
to fly as astronauts, and they were often relegated to
support roles. However, there were a few women who
defied the odds and made significant contributions to

space exploration.

One of the most famous of these early pioneers was
Jacqueline Cochran. Cochran was a world-renowned
pilot who set numerous records in the 1930s and 1940s.
In 1953, she became the first woman to break the
sound barrier. Cochran was also a member of the
Mercury 13, a group of women who underwent
rigorous testing to become astronauts. Although the
Mercury 13 program was eventually canceled,
Cochran's participation helped to pave the way for

future women astronauts.



Another early pioneer was Jerrie Cobb. Cobb was a
pilot and physician who also served as a flight surgeon
in the Air Force. In 1959, she was one of the 13 women
who were selected for the Mercury 13 program. Cobb
passed all of the same tests as her male counterparts,
but she was never allowed to fly in space. Despite this
setback, Cobb continued to work in the field of space
exploration. She served as a consultant to NASA and

helped to develop training programs for astronauts.

These are just a few of the many women who made
significant contributions to space exploration in the
early days. Although they faced many challenges, these
women persevered and helped to pave the way for

future generations of women astronauts.



Chapter 1: A Dream Deferred

Topic 2: The Mercury Program

The Mercury Program was the United States' first
human spaceflight program. It was established in 1958,
following the launch of Sputnik 1, the first artificial
satellite to orbit the Earth. The goal of the Mercury
Program was to put a man in space and return him

safely to Earth.

The Mercury Program was a major undertaking. It
required the development of new rockets, spacecraft,
and training methods. The program also required the
selection of astronauts who would be able to withstand

the rigors of space travel.

The first American astronaut to go into space was Alan
Shepard. He was launched into space on May 5, 1961,
in a spacecraft called Freedom 7. Shepard's flight lasted
for 15 minutes and 28 seconds. He reached an altitude

of 116 miles and traveled a distance of 302 miles.
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After Shepard's flight, five more astronauts were
launched into space as part of the Mercury Program.
These astronauts were Gus Grissom, John Glenn, Scott

Carpenter, Walter Schirra, and Gordon Cooper.

The Mercury Program was a success. It paved the way
for the Apollo Program, which would eventually put a
man on the moon. The Mercury Program also inspired
a generation of scientists and engineers to pursue

careers in space exploration.

The Mercury Program was not without its challenges.
There were several setbacks and failures along the
way. However, the program ultimately achieved its
goal of putting a man in space and returning him safely

to Earth.

The Mercury Program was a major milestone in the
history of space exploration. It showed that humans
could survive and function in space. The program also
paved the way for future space missions, including the

Apollo Program and the Space Shuttle program.



Chapter 1: A Dream Deferred

Topic 3: The Gemini Program

The Gemini program was NASA's second human
spaceflight program, following the Mercury program. It
was designed to test the systems and procedures that
would be used for the Apollo program, which would
eventually land humans on the moon. The Gemini
program consisted of ten missions, which were

launched between 1965 and 1966.

The Gemini missions were significantly more complex
than the Mercury missions. The Gemini spacecraft was
larger and could carry two astronauts, instead of one.
The Gemini missions also lasted for longer periods of

time, with some missions lasting for up to two weeks.

During the Gemini program, astronauts conducted a
variety of experiments, including experiments on the
effects of space travel on the human body. They also

tested new spacecraft systems, such as the Agena
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Target Vehicle, which was used to practice rendezvous

and docking maneuvers.

The Gemini program was a success, and it helped to
pave the way for the Apollo program. The Gemini
missions proved that humans could survive and work
in space for extended periods of time. They also
demonstrated that it was possible to rendezvous and

dock two spacecraft in orbit.

The Gemini program was a major step forward in
human spaceflight. It helped to lay the foundation for
the Apollo program, which would eventually land

humans on the moon.
The Gemini Astronauts

The Gemini astronauts were a diverse group of men,
who came from a variety of backgrounds. They

included:

e Neil Armstrong, who would later become the

first person to walk on the moon
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e Buzz Aldrin, who would later become the second
person to walk on the moon

e John Glenn, who was the first American to orbit
the Earth

e Alan Shepard, who was the first American to
travel into space

e  Gus Grissom, who was the first American to fly in
space twice

e  Wally Schirra, who was the first American to fly

in space three times

The Gemini astronauts were all highly trained and
experienced pilots. They were also intelligent and
dedicated men, who were willing to risk their lives to

advance human knowledge.
The Gemini Missions

The Gemini missions were a series of ten spaceflights,

which were launched between 1965 and 1966. The
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missions were designed to test the systems and

procedures that would be used for the Apollo program.

The Gemini missions were successful, and they helped
to pave the way for the Apollo program. The Gemini
missions proved that humans could survive and work
in space for extended periods of time. They also
demonstrated that it was possible to rendezvous and

dock two spacecraft in orbit.

The Gemini program was a major step forward in
human spaceflight. It helped to lay the foundation for
the Apollo program, which would eventually land

humans on the moon.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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