
Nashville  Predators:  The  Smashville 

Story

Introduction

Before  the  Nashville  Predators  hit  the  ice  for  their 

inaugural season in 1998, the city of Nashville was a 

hockey wasteland.  The closest  NHL team was the St. 

Louis Blues, located over 200 miles away. But a group 

of passionate hockey fans and business leaders were 

determined to bring the NHL to Music City.

Led by businessman Craig Leipold, the group secured 

an expansion franchise in 1997. They named the team 

the Predators, after the saber-toothed tiger that roamed 

the area during the Ice Age. The Predators would play 

their home games at the Gaylord Entertainment Center, 

which was still under construction at the time.
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The Predators' first season was a success on and off the 

ice.  The  team  finished  with  a  respectable  35-32-15 

record and drew an average of  over 17,000 fans per 

game.  The city  of  Nashville  had finally  embraced its 

new hockey team.

Over  the  next  two  decades,  the  Predators  would 

become one of the most successful teams in the NHL. 

They  won  their  first  Presidents  Trophy  in  2018  and 

reached the Stanley Cup Final in 2017. The Predators 

have also developed a reputation for their passionate 

fans and their electric home atmosphere.

The Predators' success has had a major impact on the 

city  of  Nashville.  The  team  has  helped  to  revitalize 

downtown Nashville and has brought a new sense of 

excitement and energy to the city. The Predators have 

also  helped  to  make  Nashville  a  more  attractive 

destination for businesses and tourists.

The Nashville Predators are more than just a hockey 

team.  They  are  a  symbol  of  the  city's  growth  and 

2



transformation. The Predators have brought hockey to 

Nashville  and  have  helped  to  make  the  city  a  more 

vibrant and exciting place to live.
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Book Description

Nashville  Predators:  The  Smashville  Story is  the 

definitive history of the Nashville Predators, from their 

humble beginnings  as  an expansion team in 1998 to 

their rise as one of  the most successful  teams in the 

NHL.

Over  the  past  two  decades,  the  Predators  have  won 

their first Presidents Trophy, reached the Stanley Cup 

Final, and developed a reputation for their passionate 

fans and their electric home atmosphere. The Predators 

have also helped to revitalize downtown Nashville and 

have brought a new sense of excitement and energy to 

the city.

Nashville Predators:  The Smashville Story tells  the 

story of the team's on-ice success, as well as its impact 

on the city of Nashville. The book features interviews 

with  key  figures  in  the  Predators'  history,  including 
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players,  coaches,  and  executives.  It  also  includes  a 

wealth of photos and memorabilia.

Whether you're a lifelong Predators fan or just a casual 

hockey  fan,  Nashville  Predators:  The  Smashville 

Story is a must-read. The book is a celebration of the 

team's success and a testament to the power of sports 

to bring people together.

About the Author

Pasquale De Marco is a lifelong Nashville Predators fan 

and has been covering the team for over a decade. He 

is the author of several books on hockey, including The 

History of the NHL and The Greatest Hockey Players 

of All Time.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of Smashville

The Founding Fathers

The Nashville  Predators  would  not  exist  without  the 

vision and dedication of a group of passionate hockey 

fans  and  business  leaders.  These  individuals 

recognized the potential for a successful NHL franchise 

in Nashville and worked tirelessly to make it a reality.

One of the key figures in the founding of the Predators 

was  Craig  Leipold,  a  local  businessman  who  had  a 

passion  for  hockey.  Leipold  was  the  driving  force 

behind the effort to bring an NHL team to Nashville, 

and he played a major role in securing the expansion 

franchise in 1997.

Another important figure was Tommy Thompson, the 

former governor of Wisconsin. Thompson was a huge 

hockey fan, and he was instrumental in helping to get 

the Gaylord Entertainment Center built. The arena was 
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essential  to  the  Predators'  success,  and  it  would  not 

have been possible without Thompson's support.

In addition to Leipold and Thompson, there were many 

other individuals who played a role in the founding of 

the  Predators.  These  individuals  included  local 

business leaders, politicians, and hockey fans. They all 

believed  in  the  potential  of  the  Predators,  and  they 

worked together to make the team a reality.

The founding of the Predators was a major milestone in 

the history of Nashville. The team has brought hockey 

to the city and has helped to make Nashville a more 

vibrant and exciting place to live. The Predators would 

not  be  where they are  today without  the vision and 

dedication of the founding fathers.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of Smashville

The First Home

The  Gaylord  Entertainment  Center  was  still  under 

construction when the Nashville Predators played their 

first home game on October 10,  1998.  But that didn't 

stop  the  city  from  embracing  its  new  hockey  team. 

Over 17,000 fans packed into the arena to witness the 

Predators' 3-2 victory over the Florida Panthers.

The Gaylord Entertainment Center was a state-of-the-

art facility for its time. It featured a seating capacity of 

over  17,000  and  was  equipped  with  all  the  latest 

amenities. The arena was also located in the heart of 

downtown Nashville, making it easy for fans to get to 

and from games.

The  Predators'  first  home  was  more  than  just  a 

building. It was a symbol of the city's growing hockey 

passion. The arena was a place where fans could come 
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together to cheer on their team and celebrate the city's 

love of hockey.

The  Gaylord  Entertainment  Center  served  as  the 

Predators' home for 19 seasons. During that time, the 

arena hosted some of the most memorable moments in 

Predators history. The Predators won their first playoff 

series  in  the  Gaylord  Entertainment  Center  in  2004. 

They  also  won  their  first  Presidents  Trophy  in  the 

arena in 2018.

The Gaylord Entertainment Center was more than just 

a  hockey  arena.  It  was  a  symbol  of  the  Predators' 

success and the city of Nashville's love of hockey.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of Smashville

Building the Brand

From  the  moment  the  Nashville  Predators  were 

founded, the team's ownership and management knew 

that building a strong brand would be essential to their 

success. They wanted to create a team that would be 

synonymous with excellence on the ice and off the ice.

The  Predators'  brand  was  built  on  several  key 

elements.  First,  the  team  adopted  a  unique  and 

memorable  logo.  The  logo  features  a  saber-toothed 

tiger, a nod to the team's name and the city's nickname, 

"Music  City."  The  tiger  is  depicted  in  a  fierce  and 

aggressive pose, symbolizing the team's determination 

to win.

Second, the Predators developed a strong color scheme. 

The  team's  primary  colors  are  navy  blue,  gold,  and 

white.  These  colors  are  used  in  the  team's  logo, 

uniforms,  and  marketing  materials.  The  navy  blue 
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represents  strength  and  determination,  the  gold 

represents  success  and  victory,  and  the  white 

represents purity and innocence.

Third, the Predators created a catchy and memorable 

team name. The name "Predators" is both unique and 

intimidating. It conjures up images of a powerful and 

dangerous animal, which is exactly the image the team 

wanted to project.

Finally,  the  Predators  developed  a  strong  marketing 

strategy. The team's marketing team worked tirelessly 

to promote the team and its brand. They used a variety 

of  channels,  including  television,  radio,  print,  and 

online advertising. They also developed a strong social 

media presence.

The  Predators'  branding  efforts  have  been  very 

successful. The team has one of the most recognizable 

and popular brands in the NHL. The Predators' brand is 

synonymous  with  excellence  on and off the  ice.  The 
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team has a strong following of fans, and its games are 

always well-attended.

The Predators' brand is a valuable asset to the team. It 

helps  the  team  to  attract  fans,  sponsors,  and  media 

attention. The Predators' brand is also a source of pride 

for the city of Nashville. The team is a symbol of the 

city's growth and success.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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