
The Forgotten Consequences

Introduction

The United States is a nation founded on the principles 

of equality and justice for all.  However, the reality is 

that  our  country is  still  grappling with the legacy of 

racism, discrimination,  and poverty.  These issues are 

deeply intertwined and have a profound impact on the 

lives of millions of Americans.

In The Forgotten Consequences, I explore the complex 

relationship  between  poverty,  crime,  and  social 

inequality.  I  argue  that  these  issues  are  not  simply 

individual  failures,  but  rather  the  result  of  systemic 

factors that have been in place for centuries. I draw on 

my own experiences as a social worker and activist to 

provide a firsthand account of the challenges faced by 

marginalized communities.
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I  begin  by  examining  the  roots  of  inequality  in  the 

United States. I discuss the history of slavery, Jim Crow, 

and other forms of systemic racism that have created a 

deep divide between white  Americans and people of 

color.  I  also  explore  the  impact  of  poverty  on 

individuals and communities, and how it can lead to a 

cycle of disadvantage that is difficult to break.

In the following chapters, I discuss the criminalization 

of poverty and the failure of the criminal justice system 

to address the underlying causes of crime. I argue that 

the war on drugs and the mass incarceration of Black 

and brown people have only served to exacerbate the 

problem. I also explore the need for restorative justice 

practices and community-based solutions to crime.

I believe that we can create a more just and equitable 

society. However, this will require a fundamental shift 

in our thinking and our policies. We must address the 

root  causes  of  poverty  and  inequality,  and  we  must 

invest  in  programs  that  support  marginalized 
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communities.  We  must  also  work  to  dismantle  the 

systems of  racism and discrimination that  have held 

our country back for too long.

I  hope  that  this  book  will  inspire  readers  to  get 

involved in the fight for justice. Together, we can create 

a better future for all Americans.
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Book Description

The Forgotten Consequences is a powerful and timely 

exploration  of  the  complex  relationship  between 

poverty,  crime,  and  social  inequality  in  the  United 

States.  Drawing  on  her  own  experiences  as  a  social 

worker  and  activist,  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  a 

firsthand  account  of  the  challenges  faced  by 

marginalized communities.

Pasquale De Marco argues that poverty and inequality 

are not simply individual failures, but rather the result 

of  systemic  factors  that  have  been  in  place  for 

centuries.  She  traces  the  history  of  racism, 

discrimination,  and  oppression  in  the  United  States, 

and  shows  how  these  factors  have  created  a  deep 

divide between white Americans and people of color. 

She also explores the impact of poverty on individuals 

and communities,  and how it  can  lead  to  a  cycle  of 

disadvantage that is difficult to break.
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In the following chapters, Pasquale De Marco discusses 

the  criminalization of  poverty  and the  failure  of  the 

criminal  justice  system  to  address  the  underlying 

causes of crime. She argues that the war on drugs and 

the mass incarceration of Black and brown people have 

only  served  to  exacerbate  the  problem.  She  also 

explores the need for restorative justice practices and 

community-based solutions to crime.

The Forgotten Consequences is a call to action for all 

Americans  who  believe  in  justice  and  equality. 

Pasquale De Marco offers a clear-eyed analysis of the 

challenges  we face,  and she provides  a  roadmap for 

creating a more just and equitable society. This book is 

essential reading for anyone who wants to understand 

the root causes of poverty and crime, and for anyone 

who is committed to fighting for a better future for all 

Americans.
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Chapter 1: Seeds of Inequality

The roots of social and economic disparities

The United States is a nation founded on the principles 

of equality and justice for all.  However, the reality is 

that  our  country is  still  grappling with the legacy of 

racism, discrimination,  and poverty.  These issues are 

deeply intertwined and have a profound impact on the 

lives of millions of Americans.

The  roots  of  social  and  economic  disparities  in  the 

United  States  can  be  traced  back  to  the  country's 

founding.  The  institution  of  slavery  created  a  deep 

divide between white Americans and Black Americans, 

a divide that persists to this day. After the Civil War, 

Jim  Crow  laws  and  other  forms  of  systemic  racism 

prevented Black Americans from fully participating in 

American  society.  These  laws  and  policies  created  a 

system  of  racial  segregation  that  limited  Black 
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Americans'  access  to  education,  employment,  and 

housing.

In the 20th century,  the civil  rights  movement made 

significant  progress  in dismantling the system of  Jim 

Crow.  However,  racial  inequality  persists  in  many 

forms today. Black Americans are more likely to live in 

poverty, to be unemployed, and to be incarcerated than 

white  Americans.  They  are  also  more  likely  to 

experience discrimination in housing,  education,  and 

employment.

Economic inequality is another major problem facing 

the United States today. The gap between the rich and 

the poor has been growing wider for decades. The top 

1% of income earners now own more wealth than the 

bottom  90%  of  income  earners  combined.  This 

inequality is due to a number of factors, including the 

decline  of  unions,  the  globalization  of  the  economy, 

and the tax policies that favor the wealthy.
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The  roots  of  social  and  economic  disparities  in  the 

United  States  are  complex.  However,  it  is  clear  that 

these  disparities  are  a  major  problem  that  has  a 

profound impact on the lives of millions of Americans. 

We must address these disparities if we want to create 

a more just and equitable society.
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Chapter 1: Seeds of Inequality

The  impact  of  poverty  on  individuals  and 

communities

Poverty is a complex and multifaceted issue that has a 

profound impact on individuals and communities. It is 

a vicious cycle that can be difficult to escape, and it can 

lead to a wide range of social problems.

One  of  the  most  devastating  effects  of  poverty  is  its 

impact on health. Poor people are more likely to suffer 

from chronic diseases such as heart disease, diabetes, 

and cancer.  They  are  also  more  likely  to  experience 

mental  health  problems  such  as  depression  and 

anxiety.

Poverty can also lead to a lack of access to education 

and job opportunities. Poor children are more likely to 

drop out of school,  and they are less likely to attend 

college. They are also more likely to be unemployed or 

underemployed.
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The lack of economic opportunity can lead to a sense of 

hopelessness  and  despair.  This  can  lead  to  crime, 

violence, and other social problems. Poverty can also 

lead to social isolation and discrimination. Poor people 

are often stigmatized and excluded from mainstream 

society.

The impact of poverty on individuals and communities 

is undeniable. It is a major obstacle to social progress 

and economic development. In order to create a more 

just  and equitable  society,  we must  address  the root 

causes of poverty and invest in programs that support 

poor people and communities.
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Chapter 1: Seeds of Inequality

The  cycle  of  disadvantage  and  its  societal 

consequences

The cycle of disadvantage is a vicious loop that can trap 

individuals and families in poverty for generations. It is 

caused by a combination of factors, including lack of 

access to education, healthcare, and job opportunities.

Children who grow up in poverty are more likely to 

attend underfunded schools with larger class sizes and 

less experienced teachers. They are also more likely to 

live  in  neighborhoods  with  high  crime  rates  and 

environmental  hazards.  These  factors  can  make  it 

difficult for them to succeed in school and get ahead in 

life.

As  adults,  people  who grow up in  poverty  are  more 

likely to be unemployed or underemployed. They are 

also more likely to have health problems and chronic 

diseases. These factors can make it difficult for them to 
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provide for their families and break out of the cycle of 

poverty.

The cycle of  disadvantage has a profound impact  on 

society as a whole. It can lead to increased crime, social 

unrest, and economic inequality. It can also damage the 

health and well-being of our communities.

There are a number of things that can be done to break 

the  cycle  of  disadvantage.  One  important  step  is  to 

invest  in  early  childhood  education.  Studies  have 

shown that high-quality early childhood education can 

help children develop the skills they need to succeed in 

school and life.

Another important step is to make sure that everyone 

has  access  to  affordable  healthcare.  Good  health  is 

essential  for  success  in  school  and work.  It  can also 

help people avoid the chronic diseases that are more 

common among people who live in poverty.
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Finally, it is important to create more job opportunities 

for people who are living in poverty. This can be done 

by  investing  in  infrastructure  projects,  providing  job 

training programs, and supporting small businesses.

Breaking  the  cycle  of  disadvantage  is  a  complex 

challenge,  but  it  is  one  that  we  must  address.  By 

investing  in  our  children,  our  families,  and  our 

communities, we can create a more just and equitable 

society for all.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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