
A Guide to Social Parallelism

Introduction

In  the realm of  social  sciences,  the  concept  of  social 

parallelism has  emerged as  a  powerful  lens  through 

which we can examine and understand the intricate 

tapestry  of  human history.  This  innovative  approach 

offers  a  systematic  framework  for  analyzing  social 

processes, seeking to unravel the underlying patterns 

and  dynamics  that  shape  societies.  The  concept  of 

social  parallelism  is  predicated  on  the  belief  that 

historical  events  are  not  random  occurrences  but 

rather follow discernible patterns that can be identified 

and  classified.  This  understanding  has  profound 

implications for our comprehension of social  change, 

enabling  us  to  discern  the  forces  that  drive  societal 

transformations and the potential trajectories of future 

developments.
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Throughout  history,  scholars  have  endeavored  to 

develop theories and methodologies for understanding 

the complexities of social processes. Political scientists, 

in  particular,  have  dedicated  significant  efforts  to 

classifying  and  analyzing  revolutions,  wars,  and 

political  systems.  These  endeavors  have  laid  the 

groundwork for the development of social parallelism, 

which  represents  a  synthesis  of  these  earlier 

approaches,  offering a comprehensive framework for 

examining social phenomena.

The core strength of social parallelism lies in its ability 

to  transcend  specific  historical  contexts  and  identify 

broader  patterns  that  govern  social  change.  By 

recognizing that certain patterns tend to recur across 

different societies and time periods, social parallelism 

allows  us  to  draw  meaningful  comparisons  and 

insights.  This  comparative  perspective  not  only 

enriches  our  understanding  of  individual  historical 

events  but  also  enables  us  to  discern the underlying 

mechanisms that drive social transformations.
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Furthermore,  social  parallelism  empowers  us  to 

develop  predictive  models  that  can  forecast  future 

social  developments  with  greater  accuracy.  By 

identifying  the  patterns  and  dynamics  that  have 

characterized past social processes, we can extrapolate 

these  trends  to  anticipate  future  outcomes.  This 

predictive  power  is  particularly  valuable  for 

policymakers and social planners, as it provides them 

with a crucial tool for devising effective strategies and 

interventions to shape the course of social change.

In  this  groundbreaking  volume,  we  embark  on  a 

comprehensive  exploration  of  social  parallelism, 

delving into its theoretical foundations, methodological 

approaches,  and  practical  applications.  We  will 

examine  the  two  primary  macro-historical  patterns 

identified  by  social  parallelism:  Revolution  Pattern 

Type  A  and  Paternalistic  Regime/Hegemonic  War 

Pattern  Type  A.  These  patterns  serve  as  valuable 

frameworks  for  analyzing  and  comparing  social 
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revolutions  and  political  upheavals  across  different 

societies and historical periods.

We will also investigate the critical role of leadership, 

culture,  technology,  economics,  politics,  and  social 

movements in shaping social parallelism. By examining 

the interplay between these factors and social change, 

we gain a deeper understanding of the forces that drive 

human  history.  Our  exploration  will  culminate  in  a 

comprehensive  assessment  of  the  future  of  social 

parallelism,  considering  both  its  potential  and 

limitations.  We  will  discuss  emerging  trends, 

challenges,  and  opportunities  in  the  field,  providing 

readers  with  a  roadmap  for  future  research  and 

practical applications.
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Book Description

A Guide to Social Parallelism offers a comprehensive 

examination  of  the  concept  of  social  parallelism,  a 

powerful  theoretical  framework  for  understanding 

social  processes  and  predicting  future  developments. 

Drawing  on  historical  analysis  and  comparative 

methodologies,  this  groundbreaking  volume  explores 

the patterns and dynamics that shape social change.

Pasquale  De  Marco delves  into  the  two  primary 

macro-historical  patterns  identified  by  social 

parallelism:  Revolution  Pattern  Type  A  and 

Paternalistic  Regime/Hegemonic  War Pattern Type A. 

These  patterns  provide  valuable  frameworks  for 

analyzing  and  comparing  social  revolutions  and 

political  upheavals  across  different  societies  and 

historical periods.

The  book  also  investigates  the  critical  role  of 

leadership, culture, technology, economics, politics, and 
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social  movements  in  shaping  social  parallelism.  By 

examining  the  interplay  between  these  factors  and 

social change, readers gain a deeper understanding of 

the forces that drive human history.

A  Guide  to  Social  Parallelism synthesizes  diverse 

theoretical  approaches  and  empirical  research  to 

provide  a  comprehensive  understanding  of  social 

parallelism.  It  offers  a  systematic  framework  for 

analyzing  social  processes,  identifying  patterns,  and 

developing  predictive  models.  This  innovative 

approach has profound implications for policymakers, 

social planners, and anyone seeking to understand the 

dynamics of social change.

With  its  interdisciplinary  perspective  and  rigorous 

analysis, A Guide to Social Parallelism is an essential 

resource for scholars, students, and practitioners in the 

social  sciences.  It  provides  a  valuable  roadmap  for 

future  research  and  practical  applications, 
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empowering  readers  to  navigate  the  complexities  of 

social change and shape a better future.

Whether  you  are  a  seasoned  social  scientist  or  a 

curious explorer of human history,  A Guide to Social 

Parallelism offers a captivating and thought-provoking 

journey into the world of social parallelism. Dive into 

its pages and gain a deeper understanding of the forces 

that  have  shaped  our  past  and  will  continue  to 

influence our future. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Foundations  of  Social 

Parallelism

Definitions and Concepts

Social  parallelism is  a theory of  social  processes that 

seeks  to  understand  the  underlying  patterns  and 

dynamics that shape societies. It assumes that historical 

events are not random occurrences but rather follow 

discernible  patterns  that  can  be  identified  and 

classified.  This  understanding  has  profound 

implications for our comprehension of social  change, 

enabling  us  to  discern  the  forces  that  drive  societal 

transformations and the potential trajectories of future 

developments.

At its core, social parallelism is based on the idea that 

certain social processes tend to recur across different 

societies  and  time  periods.  By  identifying  these 

recurring  patterns,  we  can  gain  a  deeper 

understanding  of  the  mechanisms  that  drive  social 
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change. This comparative perspective not only enriches 

our understanding of individual historical events but 

also enables us to discern the underlying mechanisms 

that drive social transformations.

One of the key concepts in social parallelism is the idea 

of  a  "pattern  type."  A  pattern  type  is  a  set  of 

characteristics  that  define a  particular  type  of  social 

process.  For  example,  Revolution  Pattern  Type  A  is 

characterized by a sudden and violent overthrow of an 

existing  political  system.  Paternalistic 

Regime/Hegemonic War Pattern Type A, on the other 

hand,  is  characterized  by  a  gradual  shift  from  a 

paternalistic regime to a hegemonic war.

Social  parallelism also emphasizes  the importance of 

context  in  understanding  social  change.  The  same 

social process can have different outcomes in different 

contexts.  For  example,  a  revolution  in  a  developing 

country may have different outcomes than a revolution 

in a developed country.
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By understanding the patterns and dynamics of social 

parallelism, we can gain a deeper understanding of the 

forces  that  shape our world.  This  understanding can 

help us to make better decisions about the future and 

to create a more just and equitable society.
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Chapter  1:  The  Foundations  of  Social 

Parallelism

Historical Origins

Social  parallelism,  as  a  theoretical  approach  to 

understanding  social  processes,  has  its  roots  in  the 

early  20th  century,  with  scholars  such  as  Pitirim 

Sorokin  and  Arnold  Toynbee  making  significant 

contributions  to  its  development.  Sorokin,  in  his 

seminal  work  "Social  and  Cultural  Dynamics," 

proposed  a  cyclical  theory  of  social  change,  arguing 

that societies progress through a series of stages, from 

primitive  to  idealistic  to  sensate.  Toynbee,  in  his 

monumental  study  "A  Study  of  History,"  identified  a 

similar  pattern  of  rise  and  fall  in  civilizations, 

emphasizing the role of cultural and religious factors in 

shaping social change.

In the post-World War II era, social parallelism gained 

further  traction,  particularly  in  the  field  of  political 

11



science.  Scholars  such  as  Samuel  Huntington  and 

Barrington Moore sought to develop more systematic 

and predictive models of social change, based on the 

identification of recurring patterns in historical events. 

Huntington's  work  on  "political  order"  and  Moore's 

study of "social origins of dictatorship and democracy" 

became influential in shaping the field of comparative 

politics.

The concept of social parallelism has also been applied 

to  other  social  sciences,  such  as  sociology, 

anthropology,  and  economics.  Sociologists  have  used 

social  parallelism  to  analyze  the  evolution  of  social 

institutions,  such  as  the  family  and  the  state. 

Anthropologists have employed it to compare different 

cultural  systems  and  to  understand  the  processes  of 

social change across cultures. Economists have utilized 

social  parallelism  to  identify  long-term  trends  in 

economic development and to forecast future economic 

outcomes.
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In recent decades, social parallelism has continued to 

evolve,  with  scholars  incorporating  new  theoretical 

perspectives and methodological approaches. The rise 

of complexity theory, for example, has led to a renewed 

interest  in  the  role  of  non-linear  dynamics  and  self-

organization  in  social  change.  Additionally,  the 

availability  of  large-scale  historical  data  has  enabled 

researchers to conduct more rigorous empirical tests of 

social parallelism theories.

Today,  social  parallelism  remains  a  vibrant  and 

dynamic  field  of  research,  providing  a  valuable 

framework  for  understanding  the  complexities  of 

social change and the underlying patterns that shape 

human history.
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Chapter  1:  The  Foundations  of  Social 

Parallelism

Key Assumptions

At  the  heart  of  social  parallelism  lie  a  set  of 

fundamental  assumptions  that  shape  its  theoretical 

framework  and  methodological  approach.  These 

assumptions  provide  the  scaffolding  upon  which  the 

theory is built, guiding researchers in their analysis of 

social processes.

1. Social  processes  are  patterned: Social 

parallelism posits  that  social  processes  are  not 

random or chaotic but rather exhibit discernible 

patterns.  These  patterns  can  be  identified  and 

classified,  allowing  us  to  understand  the 

underlying mechanisms that drive social change.

2. History is repetitive: Social parallelism assumes 

that certain patterns in social processes tend to 

recur  across  different  societies  and  historical 
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periods. This assumption enables researchers to 

compare  and  contrast  social  phenomena  from 

different  contexts,  identifying  similarities  and 

differences that shed light on the nature of social 

change.

3. Social change is predictable: By identifying the 

patterns  and  dynamics  that  govern  social 

processes, social parallelism allows us to predict 

future developments with greater accuracy. This 

predictive  power  is  particularly  valuable  for 

policymakers and social planners, as it provides 

them  with  a  crucial  tool  for  devising  effective 

strategies and interventions to shape the course 

of social change.

4. Social  structures  shape  individual  behavior: 

Social  parallelism  recognizes  that  individual 

behavior  is  shaped  by  the  social  structures  in 

which  individuals  are  embedded.  These 

structures,  such  as  political  systems,  economic 
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institutions,  and  cultural  norms,  influence  the 

choices  and actions  of  individuals,  shaping the 

trajectory of social change.

5. Social  change  is  a  collective  process: Social 

parallelism emphasizes that social change is not 

driven solely by individual actions but rather is a 

collective process involving the interactions and 

collective  actions  of  multiple  individuals  and 

groups.  This  understanding  highlights  the 

importance  of  social  movements,  political 

organizations,  and  other  forms  of  collective 

action in shaping the course of history.

These  key  assumptions  provide  the  foundation  for 

social parallelism, guiding researchers in their analysis 

of  social  processes  and  enabling  them  to  draw 

meaningful  insights  from  historical  events.  By 

understanding these assumptions, we can better grasp 

the theoretical underpinnings of social parallelism and 
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its potential for advancing our understanding of social 

change.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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