
Born Under the Piano: The Man Whose 

Music Touched Millions

Introduction

Billy  Joel  is  a  true  American  icon,  a  musical  legend 

whose  songs  have  touched  the  hearts  of  millions 

around the world.  From his  humble beginnings  as  a 

struggling musician to his rise to fame as one of  the 

best-selling artists of all  time, Billy Joel's journey is a 

testament  to  the  power  of  talent,  perseverance,  and 

passion.

Born in the Bronx, New York, in 1949, Billy Joel grew 

up in a musical household. His father, Howard, was a 

classical  pianist,  and  his  mother,  Rosalind,  was  a 

singer.  Billy  began playing the piano at  an early age 

and quickly displayed a natural talent for music. By the 

time he  was  a  teenager,  he  was  performing  in  local 
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clubs and bars,  honing his skills as a songwriter and 

performer.

In the early 1970s, Billy Joel signed a record deal with 

Family Productions and released his debut album, Cold 

Spring Harbor.  The album was a commercial  failure, 

but it caught the attention of Clive Davis, the president 

of Arista Records. Davis signed Billy Joel to Arista and 

released  his  second album,  Piano  Man,  in  1973.  The 

album  was  a  critical  and  commercial  success, 

launching Billy Joel's career into the stratosphere.

Over the next two decades, Billy Joel released a string 

of  hit  albums,  including  The  Stranger  (1977),  52nd 

Street (1978),  Glass Houses (1980),  The Nylon Curtain 

(1982),  and  An  Innocent  Man  (1983).  These  albums 

produced  some  of  Billy  Joel's  most  iconic  songs, 

including  "Just  the  Way  You  Are,"  "Movin'  Out 

(Anthony's Song)," "She's Always a Woman," "Uptown 

Girl,"  and  "Tell  Her  About  It."  Billy  Joel's  music  is 

known  for  its  catchy  melodies,  insightful  lyrics,  and 
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emotional  depth.  He  is  a  master  storyteller,  able  to 

capture the full spectrum of human experience in his 

songs.  His music has resonated with audiences of  all 

ages  and  backgrounds,  making  him one  of  the  most 

popular and enduring artists of all time.

In addition to his successful music career, Billy Joel is 

also  a  philanthropist  and  activist.  He  has  donated 

millions  of  dollars  to  various  charities  and  causes, 

including the fight against HIV/AIDS and homelessness. 

He  is  also  a  vocal  advocate  for  environmental 

protection and social justice.

Billy Joel is a true American treasure, a musical icon 

whose songs have touched the lives of millions around 

the world. His music is a gift that will continue to be 

enjoyed for generations to come.
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Book Description

In the annals of American music, few artists have left 

as  indelible  a  mark  as  Billy  Joel.  With  his  timeless 

songs,  virtuosic  piano  playing,  and  captivating  stage 

presence, Billy Joel has touched the hearts of millions 

around the world.

Born Under the Piano: The Man Whose Music Touched 

Millions  is  the  definitive  biography  of  this  musical 

legend. Drawing on exclusive interviews with Billy Joel 

himself, his family, friends, and collaborators, this book 

tells the story of his extraordinary life and career.

From his humble beginnings in the Bronx to his rise to 

fame as one of the best-selling artists of all time, Billy 

Joel's  journey  is  a  testament  to  the  power  of  talent, 

perseverance,  and passion.  This  book delves into the 

creative process behind his iconic songs, exploring the 

inspiration and stories  behind hits  like  "Piano Man," 

"Just the Way You Are," and "Uptown Girl."
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Billy Joel's music is more than just a collection of catchy 

melodies and clever lyrics. It is a reflection of his own 

life  experiences,  his  struggles,  his  triumphs,  and  his 

hopes for the world. This book explores the personal 

side of Billy Joel, revealing the man behind the music.

But  Born  Under  the  Piano  is  more  than  just  a 

biography.  It  is  also  a  celebration  of  Billy  Joel's 

enduring legacy. His music has stood the test of time, 

continuing to resonate with audiences of all ages and 

backgrounds. This book examines the reasons for Billy 

Joel's  enduring  popularity,  exploring  the  universal 

themes and emotions that his music captures.

Whether you are a lifelong fan or just discovering Billy 

Joel's music for the first time, Born Under the Piano is 

the perfect way to immerse yourself in the world of this 

musical icon. With its in-depth interviews, behind-the-

scenes stories, and insightful analysis, this book is the 

ultimate  tribute  to  Billy  Joel,  the  man  whose  music 

touched millions.
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Chapter  1:  The  Genesis  of  a  Melody 

Maker

The early years of Billy Joel

Growing up in the vibrant melting pot  of  the Bronx, 

New York, Billy Joel was immersed in a rich tapestry of 

musical influences. From the soulful sounds of doo-wop 

echoing through the streets to the infectious rhythms of 

Latin  music  spilling  out  of  local  clubs,  young  Billy 

absorbed it all. The musical landscape of his childhood 

was a kaleidoscope of diverse genres, each leaving its 

unique imprint on his developing musical sensibilities.

At  home,  Billy's  father,  Howard,  a  classical  pianist, 

filled the air with the elegant melodies of Beethoven, 

Chopin, and Rachmaninoff. Billy's mother, Rosalind, a 

singer  with  a  passion  for  Broadway  show  tunes, 

introduced him to the world of musical theater. These 
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early experiences laid the foundation for Billy's eclectic 

musical  style,  which  would  later  blend  elements  of 

classical,  rock,  and pop music into a sound that  was 

uniquely his own.

As a teenager, Billy began experimenting with music, 

teaching  himself  to  play  the  piano  and  guitar.  He 

formed his first band, the Echoes, with some friends, 

and  they  played  at  local  parties  and  dances.  Billy's 

natural  talent  and  captivating  stage  presence  were 

evident even in these early performances. He possessed 

an innate ability  to connect  with audiences,  drawing 

them in with his soulful vocals and energetic playing.

Billy's musical journey was not without its challenges. 

He faced setbacks and rejections, but he never gave up 

on  his  dream  of  making  music.  He  honed  his  skills, 

writing and recording songs, and gigging wherever he 

could.  His  determination  and  perseverance  paid  off 

when he signed a record deal with Family Productions 
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in 1971, which led to the release of his debut album, 

Cold Spring Harbor, in 1972.

Although  Cold  Spring  Harbor  was  not  a  commercial 

success,  it  caught  the  attention  of  Clive  Davis,  the 

president  of  Arista  Records.  Davis  recognized  Billy's 

talent  and  potential,  and  he  signed  him to  Arista  in 

1972. With the release of his second album, Piano Man, 

in 1973,  Billy Joel's  career took off like a rocket.  The 

album  was  a  critical  and  commercial  success, 

establishing Billy as one of the most promising singer-

songwriters of his generation.

Billy Joel's early years were a time of intense musical 

exploration and growth. He absorbed a wide range of 

influences, from classical to rock to pop, and he forged 

his  own  unique  sound.  He  faced  challenges  and 

setbacks,  but  he  never  gave  up  on  his  dream.  His 

perseverance and dedication laid the foundation for his 

future success as one of the most iconic musicians of all 

time.
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Chapter  1:  The  Genesis  of  a  Melody 

Maker

His musical influences

Billy  Joel's  musical  influences  are  as  diverse  as  his 

music  itself.  He  has  drawn  inspiration  from  a  wide 

range  of  artists,  including  classical  composers,  jazz 

musicians, and rock and roll pioneers.

One of Billy Joel's earliest musical influences was his 

father,  Howard  Joel,  a  classical  pianist.  Billy  began 

taking piano lessons from his father at  an early age, 

and he quickly developed a love for classical music. He 

was  particularly  drawn  to  the  works  of  Beethoven, 

Mozart, and Chopin.

As Billy Joel got older, he began to explore other genres 

of music. He was influenced by the jazz music of Miles 

Davis,  John  Coltrane,  and  Thelonious  Monk.  He  was 

also a fan of rock and roll artists such as Elvis Presley, 

Chuck Berry, and Buddy Holly.
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Billy Joel's  musical influences are evident in his own 

music. His songs often incorporate elements of classical 

music, jazz, and rock and roll. He is a master of melody 

and harmony, and his songs are known for their catchy 

hooks and memorable lyrics.

Some  of  Billy  Joel's  most  famous  songs  that 

demonstrate his musical influences include:

 "Piano Man":  This  song is  a  classic  example of 

Billy Joel's  ability to blend classical  music with 

rock and roll. The song features a beautiful piano 

melody and a catchy chorus.

 "Just the Way You Are": This song is a ballad that 

draws  inspiration  from  jazz  music.  The  song 

features a smooth, soulful melody and heartfelt 

lyrics.

 "Uptown Girl": This song is a pop rock song that 

is influenced by the music of Bruce Springsteen. 

The song features  a  driving  beat  and a  catchy 

chorus.
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Billy Joel's musical influences have helped to make him 

one of the most successful and enduring artists of all 

time.  His  music  has  touched  the  lives  of  millions  of 

people around the world, and his songs continue to be 

enjoyed by people of all ages.
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Chapter  1:  The  Genesis  of  a  Melody 

Maker

The formation of his first band

In  the  early  1960s,  Billy  Joel  was  a  teenager  with  a 

passion for  music.  He spent  his  days  listening to  his 

favorite  records  and  practicing  the  piano.  He  also 

began writing his own songs.

One day, Billy Joel met a group of musicians at a local 

music store. They were looking for a piano player to 

join their band. Billy Joel auditioned for the band and 

was immediately accepted.

The band was called The Echoes. They played at local 

clubs and bars,  and they quickly gained a following. 

Billy  Joel's  songwriting  skills  were  evident  from  the 

start. He wrote many of the band's original songs.

The  Echoes  were  together  for  several  years.  They 

released  a  few  singles,  but  they  never  achieved 
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commercial success. However, the band gave Billy Joel 

the experience he needed to launch his solo career.

In  1970,  Billy  Joel  left  The  Echoes  to  pursue  a  solo 

career.  He  signed  a  record  deal  with  Family 

Productions and released his debut album, Cold Spring 

Harbor.  The  album was  a  commercial  failure,  but  it 

caught  the  attention  of  Clive  Davis,  the  president  of 

Arista Records.

Davis signed Billy Joel to Arista and released his second 

album, Piano Man, in 1973. The album was a critical 

and commercial  success,  launching Billy  Joel's  career 

into the stratosphere.

Billy Joel's early years with The Echoes were formative 

in his development as a musician and songwriter. The 

band gave him the opportunity to hone his skills and to 

learn the ropes of the music business. The experience 

he gained with The Echoes would serve him well in his 

solo career.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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