
The Shrinking World

Introduction

The world is shrinking. Populations are declining, cities 

are emptying, and the workforce is aging. These trends 

are  having  a  profound impact  on  our  economy,  our 

environment, and our way of life.

In this  book,  Pasquale De Marco explores the causes 

and consequences of  the shrinking world.  He argues 

that  these  trends  are  not  simply  the  result  of 

demographic  changes,  but  are  also  being  driven  by 

technological advances and economic globalization.

The shrinking world is creating a number of challenges 

for humanity.  One of the most pressing challenges is 

the  need  to  find  new  ways  to  support  our  aging 

population.  As  the  number  of  retirees  grows,  the 

number of working-age people will  decline.  This will 

1



put  a  strain  on  social  security  and  other  retirement 

programs.

Another challenge posed by the shrinking world is the 

need to find new ways to stimulate economic growth. 

As populations decline, so too does consumer demand. 

This can lead to a vicious cycle of economic decline.

The shrinking world is also having a significant impact 

on  our  environment.  As  populations  decline,  the 

demand for resources will also decline. This could lead 

to a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions and other 

forms of pollution.

However, the shrinking world could also pose a threat 

to  our  environment.  As  populations  decline,  the 

amount  of  land  available  for  agriculture  will  also 

decline.  This  could  lead  to  food  shortages  and  other 

problems.

The  shrinking  world  is  a  complex  and  challenging 

phenomenon. It is important to understand the causes 
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and  consequences  of  these  trends  so  that  we  can 

develop policies to address them.

In  this  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  shrinking  world.  He 

discusses the causes and consequences of these trends, 

and he offers a number of policy recommendations to 

address them.

This book is an essential read for anyone who wants to 

understand the future of our world.
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Book Description

The  Shrinking  World explores  the  causes  and 

consequences  of  the  shrinking  world.  Drawing  on  a 

wealth of data and research, Pasquale De Marco argues 

that  these  trends  are  not  simply  the  result  of 

demographic  changes,  but  are  also  being  driven  by 

technological advances and economic globalization.

The shrinking world is creating a number of challenges 

for humanity.  One of the most pressing challenges is 

the  need  to  find  new  ways  to  support  our  aging 

population.  As  the  number  of  retirees  grows,  the 

number of working-age people will  decline.  This will 

put  a  strain  on  social  security  and  other  retirement 

programs.

Another challenge posed by the shrinking world is the 

need to find new ways to stimulate economic growth. 

As populations decline, so too does consumer demand. 

This can lead to a vicious cycle of economic decline.
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The shrinking world is also having a significant impact 

on  our  environment.  As  populations  decline,  the 

demand for resources will also decline. This could lead 

to a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions and other 

forms of pollution.

However, the shrinking world could also pose a threat 

to  our  environment.  As  populations  decline,  the 

amount  of  land  available  for  agriculture  will  also 

decline.  This  could  lead  to  food  shortages  and  other 

problems.

The  shrinking  world  is  a  complex  and  challenging 

phenomenon. It is important to understand the causes 

and  consequences  of  these  trends  so  that  we  can 

develop policies to address them.

In The Shrinking World Pasquale De Marco provides a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  shrinking  world.  He 

discusses the causes and consequences of these trends, 

and he offers a number of policy recommendations to 

address them.
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This book is an essential read for anyone who wants to 

understand the future of our world.
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Chapter 1: The Vanishing Workforce

Topic 1: The Graying of the Population

The world's  population is  aging.  In  2020,  there were 

900  million people  over  the  age  of  65.  By  2050,  that 

number  is  projected  to  grow  to  2.1  billion.  This 

demographic shift is having a profound impact on the 

global workforce.

One  of  the  most  significant  impacts  of  the  aging 

population is the decline in the size of the working-age 

population. In many countries, the number of people 

retiring is outpacing the number of people entering the 

workforce.  This  is  leading  to  a  shortage  of  skilled 

workers and a decline in economic growth.

The graying of the population is also putting a strain on 

social security and other retirement programs. As the 

number  of  retirees  grows,  the  amount  of  money 

available to support them will decline. This could lead 

to cuts in benefits or increases in taxes.
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The aging population is a complex challenge with no 

easy solutions. However, there are a number of things 

that can be done to mitigate its impact. These include:

 Raising the retirement age. This  would allow 

people  to  work  longer  and  contribute  to  the 

economy for a longer period of time.

 Encouraging immigration. Immigrants can help 

to offset the decline in the size of the working-

age population.

 Investing in education and training. This will 

help  to  ensure  that  workers  have  the  skills 

needed to succeed in the 21st-century economy.

 Developing new technologies. Technology can 

help to automate tasks and make workers more 

productive.

The aging population is a challenge,  but it  is  also an 

opportunity. By taking the right steps, we can mitigate 

its negative impacts and harness its potential to create 

a more prosperous and sustainable future.
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Chapter 1: The Vanishing Workforce

Topic 2: The Decline of Birth Rates

The decline of birth rates is a major factor contributing 

to  the  shrinking  workforce.  In  many  countries,  the 

fertility rate has fallen below the replacement level of 

2.1  children  per  woman.  This  means  that  the 

population is not reproducing itself, and the number of 

people in the workforce is declining.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to 

the decline in birth rates. One factor is the increasing 

cost of raising children. In many countries, the cost of 

housing,  education,  and  healthcare  has  risen 

significantly in recent decades. This has made it more 

difficult for families to afford to have children.

Another factor that has contributed to the decline in 

birth rates is the increasing participation of women in 

the  workforce.  In  many  countries,  women  are  now 

more likely to have careers and to delay childbearing. 
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This has led to a decline in the number of children that 

women have.

The  decline  in  birth  rates  is  having  a  number  of 

negative  consequences  for  the  economy.  One 

consequence is that it is making it more difficult to find 

workers to fill jobs. This is leading to shortages of labor 

and to higher wages.

Another  consequence of  the  decline  in  birth  rates  is 

that it is putting a strain on social security and other 

retirement programs. As the number of retirees grows, 

the  number  of  working-age  people  will  decline.  This 

will  make  it  more  difficult  to  support  the  growing 

number of retirees.

The  decline  in  birth  rates  is  a  serious  problem  that 

needs to be addressed. There are a number of things 

that  can  be  done  to  address  this  problem,  such  as 

making  it  more  affordable  to  raise  children  and 

increasing  the  participation  of  women  in  the 

workforce.
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Addressing the decline in birth rates is important for 

the future of our economy and our society. By taking 

steps to address this problem, we can ensure that we 

have a workforce that is able to meet the needs of the 

future.
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Chapter 1: The Vanishing Workforce

Topic 3: The Rise of Automation

One of the most significant factors contributing to the 

shrinking  workforce  is  the  rise  of  automation.  As 

technology  advances,  machines  are  becoming 

increasingly  capable  of  performing  tasks  that  were 

once done by humans. This is leading to a decline in the 

number of jobs available for human workers.

For example, in the manufacturing sector,  robots are 

now  being  used  to  perform  tasks  such  as  welding, 

assembly,  and  painting.  This  has  led  to  a  significant 

decline  in  the  number  of  manufacturing  jobs  in  the 

United States. In the service sector, self-checkout kiosks 

and other automated systems are being used to replace 

human workers in retail stores and restaurants.

The rise of automation is not only affecting blue-collar 

jobs.  White-collar  jobs  are  also  being  affected.  For 

example, artificial intelligence (AI) is now being used to 

12



automate tasks such as  data entry,  customer service, 

and even legal research.

The  rise  of  automation  is  a  major  challenge  for  the 

global economy. As more and more jobs are automated, 

there will be fewer jobs available for human workers. 

This  could  lead  to  widespread  unemployment  and 

social unrest.

However,  the  rise  of  automation  also  presents  an 

opportunity. If we can find ways to use automation to 

create new jobs and improve productivity, it could lead 

to a more prosperous and sustainable future.

One way to  use  automation to  create  new jobs  is  to 

invest in research and development. This will allow us 

to  develop  new  technologies  that  can  create  new 

products and services.  For example, the development 

of self-driving cars could lead to the creation of new 

jobs in the transportation sector.
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Another way to use automation to create new jobs is to 

invest  in  education  and  training.  This  will  allow 

workers to develop the skills they need to work with 

new  technologies.  For  example,  workers  could  be 

trained  to  work  with  AI  systems  or  to  develop  new 

software applications.

The rise of automation is a major challenge, but it is 

also  an  opportunity.  If  we  can  find  ways  to  use 

automation  to  create  new  jobs  and  improve 

productivity,  it  could lead to a more prosperous and 

sustainable future.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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