
Two Wings of Parliament

Introduction

British politics is a fascinating and complex system that 

has  evolved  over  centuries.  It  is  a  system  that  is 

constantly  changing and adapting to  new challenges, 

and it is a system that is often misunderstood by those 

outside the United Kingdom.

In  this  book,  we  will  take  a  comprehensive  look  at 

British  politics.  We  will  explore  the  history  of  the 

British political  system,  the different  institutions that 

make up the system, and the challenges that the system 

faces.  We  will  also  discuss  the  role  of  the  media  in 

British politics, the importance of public opinion, and 

the future of British politics.

One of the most distinctive features of British politics is 

the Westminster system of government. This system is 
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based on the  principle  of  parliamentary  sovereignty, 

which  means  that  Parliament  is  the  supreme  law-

making body in the country. The Westminster system 

has been adopted by many other countries around the 

world,  and  it  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most 

successful systems of government in history.

Another key feature of British politics is the role of the 

monarchy.  The British monarch is  the head of  state, 

and they play an important role in the political system. 

The monarch is responsible for appointing the Prime 

Minister,  and  they  also  have  the  power  to  dissolve 

Parliament. However, the monarch does not have any 

real political power, and they are mostly a figurehead.

The Prime Minister is the head of government in the 

United Kingdom. They are appointed by the monarch, 

and they are responsible for leading the country. The 

Prime Minister is also the leader of the majority party 

in the House of Commons.
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The  House  of  Commons  is  the  lower  house  of 

Parliament, and it is the most powerful chamber. The 

House of Commons is responsible for passing laws, and 

it  also  has  the  power  to  remove  the  Prime  Minister 

from office.

The House of Lords is the upper house of Parliament, 

and it is less powerful than the House of Commons. The 

House of Lords is responsible for reviewing laws that 

have been passed by the House of Commons, and it can 

also propose amendments to laws.
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Book Description

In  Two  Wings  of  Parliament:  A  Comprehensive 

Guide to British Politics, we take an in-depth look at 

the  fascinating  and  complex  political  system  of  the 

United  Kingdom.  This  comprehensive  guide  explores 

the  history,  institutions,  challenges,  and  future  of 

British  politics,  providing  readers  with  a  deep 

understanding of how the British government works.

One  of  the  key  features  of  British  politics  is  the 

Westminster system of government, which is based on 

the  principle  of  parliamentary  sovereignty.  This 

system,  which  has  been  adopted  by  many  countries 

around the world, places the power to make laws in the 

hands of Parliament, the supreme law-making body in 

the  country.  We  delve  into  the  intricacies  of  the 

Westminster  system,  examining  the  roles  and 

responsibilities  of  the  different  institutions  involved, 

including  the  Prime  Minister,  the  Cabinet,  and  the 

House of Commons.
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Another distinctive aspect of British politics is the role 

of the monarchy. While the British monarch is the head 

of state, their role is largely ceremonial, with the real 

power resting with the Prime Minister and Parliament. 

We  explore  the  historical  and  constitutional 

significance of the monarchy, as well as its relationship 

with the other branches of government.

The book also examines the role of the media in British 

politics,  the  importance  of  public  opinion,  and  the 

challenges  facing  British  politics  in  the  21st  century. 

We  analyze  the  influence  of  the  media  on  public 

discourse  and  political  decision-making,  and  we 

investigate  the  ways  in  which public  opinion shapes 

government  policy.  Additionally,  we  discuss  the 

challenges  posed  by  issues  such  as  Brexit,  economic 

inequality,  and  social  division,  and  we  explore 

potential solutions to these pressing concerns.

With its clear and engaging writing style,  Two Wings 

of  Parliament is  an  essential  resource  for  anyone 
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interested in British politics, whether they are students, 

scholars,  or  simply  curious  citizens.  This 

comprehensive  guide  provides  a  thorough 

understanding  of  the  inner  workings  of  the  British 

political system, and it offers valuable insights into the 

challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Foundation  of  British 

Politics

The Westminster System

The  Westminster  system  of  government  is  a 

parliamentary system of government modeled after the 

political  system  of  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  named 

after  the  Palace  of  Westminster,  where  the  British 

Parliament  meets.  The  Westminster  system  is 

characterized  by  a  fusion  of  powers  between  the 

executive and legislative branches of government, with 

the executive branch typically led by a prime minister 

who  is  appointed  by  the  head  of  state  (usually  a 

monarch or president) and is responsible for leading 

the government.

The  Westminster  system  originated  in  the  United 

Kingdom during the 17th and 18th centuries and has 

since been adopted by many other  countries  around 

the world,  including Canada, Australia,  New Zealand, 
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India,  and many African and Caribbean nations.  The 

system has also been used in some states within the 

United States, such as California and Texas.

One of the key features of the Westminster system is 

the principle of parliamentary sovereignty. This means 

that Parliament is the supreme law-making body in the 

country and that no other institution can override its 

laws. The executive branch is responsible for carrying 

out the laws passed by Parliament, and the judiciary is 

responsible  for  interpreting  the  laws  and  resolving 

disputes.

The Westminster system is  often contrasted with the 

presidential system of government, which is common 

in  the  United  States  and  many  Latin  American 

countries. In a presidential system, the executive and 

legislative  branches  of  government  are  separate  and 

independent, and the president is both the head of state 

and the head of government.
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The  Westminster  system  has  been  praised  for  its 

flexibility  and  adaptability,  as  it  has  been  able  to 

accommodate  a  wide  range  of  political  and  cultural 

contexts. However, it has also been criticized for being 

too centralized and for giving too much power to the 

executive branch.

The Role of the Prime Minister

The Prime Minister is the head of government in the 

Westminster system. They are appointed by the head of 

state and are responsible for leading the government 

and setting its agenda. The Prime Minister is also the 

leader of the majority party in the House of Commons.

The  Prime  Minister  has  a  wide  range  of  powers, 

including the power to:

 Appoint and dismiss cabinet ministers

 Set the government's agenda

 Propose legislation

 Conduct foreign policy
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 Command the armed forces

The  Prime  Minister  is  ultimately  responsible  for  the 

actions of the government, and they can be removed 

from office by a vote of no confidence in the House of 

Commons.

The Role of Parliament

Parliament  is  the  supreme  law-making  body  in  the 

Westminster system. It is composed of two chambers: 

the House of Commons and the House of Lords.

The  House  of  Commons  is  the  lower  house  of 

Parliament and is directly elected by the people.  The 

House of Commons has the power to:

 Pass laws

 Approve the government's budget

 Hold the government accountable

The House of Lords is the upper house of Parliament 

and is composed of members who are appointed by the 

monarch. The House of Lords has the power to:
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 Review laws passed by the House of Commons

 Propose amendments to laws

 Delay the passage of laws

The relationship between the House of Commons and 

the House of Lords is often complex and adversarial. 

However,  the  two  chambers  must  work  together  in 

order to pass laws.
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Chapter  1:  The  Foundation  of  British 

Politics

The Role of the Monarchy

The  British  monarchy  is  a  fascinating  and  unique 

institution that has played a significant role in British 

politics for centuries. The monarch is the head of state, 

and they play an important ceremonial and symbolic 

role in the country. The monarch is also the head of the 

Church of England, and they have the power to appoint 

the Prime Minister and dissolve Parliament.

The role of the monarchy has evolved over time. In the 

past,  the monarch had much more power, but today, 

their  role  is  largely  ceremonial.  However,  the 

monarchy  still  retains  a  great  deal  of  influence  and 

prestige.  The monarch is  a  symbol  of  national  unity, 

and they are  often seen as  a  source  of  stability  and 

continuity in a rapidly changing world.
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One of the most important roles of the monarchy is to 

provide  a  sense  of  continuity  and  stability.  The 

monarch is a constant presence in British life, and they 

are  seen  as  a  symbol  of  the  nation's  history  and 

traditions.  The  monarchy  also  provides  a  sense  of 

national identity. The British people are proud of their 

monarchy, and it is a source of great national pride.

The  monarchy  also  plays  an  important  role  in 

promoting British culture and values around the world. 

The monarch is a global figure, and they are often seen 

as a representative of the British people. The monarchy 

also helps to promote British businesses and trade. The 

monarch often visits other countries on official visits, 

and they help to promote British products and services.
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Chapter  1:  The  Foundation  of  British 

Politics

The Prime Minister and Cabinet

The Prime Minister is the head of government in the 

United Kingdom. They are appointed by the monarch, 

but they must have the support of the majority of the 

House of Commons. The Prime Minister is responsible 

for leading the country and setting the government's 

agenda. They also appoint the members of the Cabinet, 

who are the most senior ministers in the government.

The Cabinet is a committee of the most senior ministers 

in  the  government.  It  is  responsible  for  making 

decisions on all major policy issues. The Prime Minister 

chairs the Cabinet, and they have the final say on all 

decisions.

The relationship between the Prime Minister and the 

Cabinet is complex. The Prime Minister is the dominant 

figure  in  the  government,  but  they  must  also  work 
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closely with the Cabinet  to get  their  policies  through 

Parliament. The Cabinet can also challenge the Prime 

Minister, and they can even force them to resign if they 

lose their confidence.

The Prime Minister and the Cabinet play a vital role in 

the  British  political  system.  They are  responsible  for 

setting the government's agenda and making decisions 

on all  major policy issues.  The Prime Minister is  the 

head of government, and they have the final say on all 

decisions. However, they must also work closely with 

the Cabinet,  who can challenge them and even force 

them to resign.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

16



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: The Foundation of British Politics * The 

Westminster System * The Role of the Monarchy * The 

Prime Minister and Cabinet * The House of Commons * 

The House of Lords

Chapter 2: The Electoral System * First-Past-the-Post 

Voting  *  Proportional  Representation  *  The  Role  of 

Political Parties * Voter Turnout * Electoral Reform

Chapter 3: The Media and Politics * The Power of the 

Media  *  The  Relationship  Between  the  Media  and 

Politicians * Media Bias * The Impact of Social Media * 

The Future of the Media

Chapter  4:  Public  Opinion  and  Political 

Participation *  Public  Opinion  Polls  *  The  Role  of 

Interest  Groups  *  Political  Participation  *  Citizen 

Engagement * The Decline of Trust in Government

Chapter  5:  The  Welfare  State *  The  History  of  the 

Welfare State * The Different Types of Welfare Benefits 

17



* The Challenges Facing the Welfare State * The Future 

of the Welfare State * The Impact of Welfare on Society

Chapter 6:  Education and Healthcare *  The British 

Education  System  *  The  British  Healthcare  System  * 

The Challenges Facing Education and Healthcare * The 

Future of  Education and Healthcare *  The Impact  of 

Education and Healthcare on Society

Chapter 7: Crime and Punishment * The Crime Rate 

in Britain * The British Criminal Justice System * The 

Challenges  Facing  the  Criminal  Justice  System  *  The 

Future of the Criminal Justice System * The Impact of 

Crime and Punishment on Society

Chapter 8: Foreign Policy and Defense * Britain's Role 

in the World *  The British Military *  The Challenges 

Facing British Foreign Policy  *  The Future of  British 

Foreign  Policy  *  The  Impact  of  Foreign  Policy  and 

Defense on Society

18



Chapter 9:  The United Kingdom and the European 

Union * The History of the UK's Relationship with the 

EU * The Benefits and Challenges of EU Membership * 

The  Brexit  Referendum  *  The  Future  of  the  UK's 

Relationship with the EU *  The Impact  of  the EU on 

British Politics

Chapter  10:  The  Future  of  British  Politics *  The 

Challenges Facing British Politics * The Future of the 

British  Constitution  *  The  Future  of  the  British 

Economy * The Future of British Society * The Future of 

British Politics in the World 

19



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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