The Wings of the North

Introduction

The de Havilland Beaver is one of the most iconic
aircraft in the world. It is a rugged, versatile, and
reliable aircraft that has been used for a wide variety
of purposes, including exploration, transportation, and
search and rescue. The Beaver was designed by de
Havilland Canada in the late 1940s, and it has been in

continuous production ever since.

The Beaver is a high-wing, single-engine aircraft with a
fixed tricycle landing gear. It is powered by a Pratt &
Whitney R-985 Wasp Junior radial engine, which gives
it a cruising speed of around 130 miles per hour. The
Beaver is capable of taking off and landing on a variety
of surfaces, including water, snow, and ice. It can also
be equipped with floats or skis for operation in remote

areas.



The Beaver has been used by a wide variety of
organizations, including the military, government
agencies, and private companies. It has been used for a
variety of purposes, including transportation,
exploration, search and rescue, and disaster relief. The
Beaver has also been used by private individuals for

recreation and adventure.

The Beaver is a popular aircraft among pilots and
aviation enthusiasts. It is known for its rugged
construction, versatility, and reliability. The Beaver is
also relatively easy to fly, which makes it a good choice

for both experienced and inexperienced pilots.

The Beaver has been featured in numerous films and
television shows. It has also been the subject of several
books and articles. The Beaver is a true aviation icon,
and it continues to be used by a wide variety of people

around the world.

The Beaver is a testament to the ingenuity and

creativity of the engineers who designed it. It is a
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versatile and reliable aircraft that has served a variety
of purposes for over 70 years. The Beaver is a true
aviation icon, and it is sure to continue to be used by a

wide variety of people for many years to come.



Book Description

The Wings of the North is the definitive guide to the
de Havilland Beaver, one of the most iconic aircraft in
the world. This comprehensive book covers the

Beaver's history, design, performance, and uses.

The Beaver was designed by de Havilland Canada in
the late 1940s, and it has been in continuous
production ever since. It is a high-wing, single-engine
aircraft with a fixed tricycle landing gear. The Beaver is
powered by a Pratt & Whitney R-985 Wasp Junior
radial engine, which gives it a cruising speed of around
130 miles per hour. The Beaver is capable of taking off
and landing on a variety of surfaces, including water,
snow, and ice. It can also be equipped with floats or

skis for operation in remote areas.

The Beaver has been used by a wide variety of
organizations, including the military, government

agencies, and private companies. It has been used for a



variety of purposes, including transportation,
exploration, search and rescue, and disaster relief. The
Beaver has also been used by private individuals for

recreation and adventure.

The Wings of the North is packed with information

about the Beaver, including:

e A detailed history of the Beaver's development
and production

e A technical description of the Beaver's design
and performance

e A discussion of the Beaver's uses in a variety of
roles

e A look at the Beaver's legacy and its impact on

aviation

Whether you are a pilot, an aviation enthusiast, or
simply someone who is interested in learning more
about one of the most iconic aircraft in the world, The

Wings of the North is the perfect book for you.



Chapter 1: The Birth of a Legend

The de Havilland Company

The de Havilland Aircraft Company was founded in
1920 by Sir Geoffrey de Havilland, a British aviation
pioneer. The company initially produced a variety of
aircraft, including light aircraft, racing aircraft, and
military aircraft. In the 1930s, de Havilland began to
focus on the production of commercial aircraft, and in
1939, the company introduced the de Havilland Dragon

Rapide, a popular passenger aircraft.

During World War II, de Havilland produced a variety
of military aircraft, including the Mosquito, a fast and
versatile bomber. After the war, de Havilland
continued to produce commercial aircraft, and in 1947,
the company introduced the de Havilland Dove, a twin-

engine passenger aircraft.

In the late 1940s, de Havilland began to develop a new

aircraft, the Beaver. The Beaver was designed to be a
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versatile and rugged aircraft that could be used for a
variety of purposes, including transportation,
exploration, and search and rescue. The Beaver was an
immediate success, and it quickly became one of the

most popular aircraft in the world.

De Havilland continued to produce the Beaver until
1967, when the company was acquired by Hawker
Siddeley. Hawker Siddeley continued to produce the
Beaver until 1980, when the company was acquired by
Boeing. Boeing continued to produce the Beaver until
1987, when the company sold the rights to the Beaver
to Viking Air.

Viking Air has continued to produce the Beaver, and
the aircraft is still in production today. The Beaver is a
testament to the ingenuity and creativity of Sir

Geoffrey de Havilland, and it is a true aviation icon.



Chapter 1: The Birth of a Legend

The Post-War Aviation Boom

The end of World War II in 1945 marked the beginning
of a new era for aviation. The war had accelerated the
development of new aircraft technologies, and there
was a growing demand for civilian aircraft. This
demand was fueled by the growth of the suburbs, the
expansion of the middle class, and the increasing

popularity of air travel.

One of the most significant developments in the post-
war aviation boom was the rise of the light aircraft
industry. Light aircraft were smaller, less expensive,
and easier to fly than traditional aircraft. This made
them ideal for private pilots and small businesses. The
de Havilland Beaver was one of the most popular light

aircraft of the post-war era.

The Beaver was designed by de Havilland Canada in

1947. It was a high-wing, single-engine aircraft with a
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fixed tricycle landing gear. The Beaver was powered by
a Pratt & Whitney R-985 Wasp Junior radial engine,
which gave it a cruising speed of around 130 miles per
hour. The Beaver was capable of taking off and landing
on a variety of surfaces, including water, snow, and ice.
It could also be equipped with floats or skis for

operation in remote areas.

The Beaver was a versatile aircraft that could be used
for a variety of purposes, including transportation,
exploration, and search and rescue. It was also a
popular aircraft for private pilots and flying clubs. The
Beaver was a rugged and reliable aircraft that was
well-suited for the harsh conditions of the Canadian

wilderness.

The post-war aviation boom was a time of great
innovation and growth for the aviation industry. The
de Havilland Beaver was one of the most popular
aircraft of this era, and it played a significant role in

the development of civilian aviation.



Chapter 1: The Birth of a Legend

The Concept of the Beaver

The de Havilland Beaver was conceived as a "half-ton
flying pickup truck" capable of setting down on land,
water, and snow. It was designed to be a versatile and
rugged aircraft that could be used for a variety of
purposes, including transportation, exploration, and

search and rescue.

The Beaver's unique design features make it well-suited
for its intended roles. The high-wing design provides
excellent visibility for the pilot, and the fixed tricycle
landing gear allows for takeoffs and landings on rough
terrain. The Beaver is also equipped with a powerful
radial engine that gives it the ability to carry heavy

loads and operate in challenging conditions.

The Beaver's versatility is further enhanced by its
ability to be fitted with a variety of optional equipment.

This includes floats for water operations, skis for snow
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operations, and a variety of cargo pods and other
accessories. The Beaver can also be configured with
different seating arrangements to accommodate a

variety of passenger and cargo configurations.

The Beaver's design has proven to be so successful that
it has been in continuous production for over 70 years.
It is one of the most popular and iconic aircraft in the
world, and it continues to be used for a wide variety of

purposes by both civilian and military operators.

The Beaver's concept was revolutionary for its time. It
was one of the first aircraft to be designed specifically
for STOL (short takeoff and landing) operations. This
capability made it ideal for operating in remote areas
with limited infrastructure. The Beaver's versatility
and ruggedness also made it a popular choice for

military and government agencies.

The Beaver's design has had a profound impact on
aviation. It has inspired the development of numerous

other STOL aircraft, and it has helped to open up
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remote areas of the world to air transportation. The
Beaver is a true aviation icon, and it continues to be an
important aircraft for both civilian and military

operators around the world.

12



This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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