
England's Law

Introduction

The  legal  system  of  England  is  a  complex  and 

fascinating  subject,  one  that  has  been  shaped  by 

centuries of history and tradition. In this book, we will 

explore  the  various  aspects  of  English  law,  from  its 

historical  foundations to its  modern applications.  We 

will examine the different types of law, the courts that 

interpret  and  enforce  them,  and  the  legal  principles 

that govern our daily lives.

The English legal system is based on the common law, a 

body of law that has been developed over time through 

the decisions of judges. This system is in contrast to the 

civil  law system,  which  is  based  on a  set  of  written 

codes.  The  common  law  system  is  flexible  and 

adaptable,  allowing  it  to  keep  pace  with  changing 

times.  However,  it  can  also  be  complex  and 
1



unpredictable, as there is no single source of law that 

can be consulted.

The English legal system is also adversarial in nature, 

meaning that disputes are resolved through a process 

of argument and debate between two opposing parties. 

This system is designed to ensure that both sides have a 

fair opportunity to present their case and that the best 

arguments  will  prevail.  However,  the  adversarial 

system can also be expensive and time-consuming.

In  recent  years,  the  English  legal  system  has  been 

undergoing a number of changes. These changes have 

been  driven  by  a  number  of  factors,  including  the 

increasing  globalization  of  the  economy,  the  rise  of 

new technologies, and the changing social and cultural 

values  of  society.  As  a  result  of  these  changes,  the 

English  legal  system is  becoming  more  complex  and 

challenging than ever before.

Despite  these  challenges,  the  English  legal  system 

remains  a  vital  part  of  our  society.  It  provides  the 
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framework  for  our  laws  and  the  means  to  resolve 

disputes. It also protects our rights and freedoms and 

ensures that we are all treated fairly under the law.

In this book, we will take a closer look at the English 

legal system and explore the various ways in which it 

affects our lives. We will examine the different types of 

law, the courts that interpret and enforce them, and the 

legal principles that govern our daily lives. We will also 

discuss the challenges facing the English legal system 

and  the  ways  in  which  it  is  adapting  to  meet  the 

demands of the 21st century.
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Book Description

England's  legal  system  is  a  complex  and  fascinating 

subject,  one  that  has  been  shaped  by  centuries  of 

history and tradition. In this book, we will explore the 

various  aspects  of  English  law,  from  its  historical 

foundations  to  its  modern  applications.  We  will 

examine  the  different  types  of  law,  the  courts  that 

interpret  and  enforce  them,  and  the  legal  principles 

that govern our daily lives.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to 

understand the legal system of England. It is written in 

a  clear  and  concise  style,  and  it  is  packed  with 

information. Whether you are a student, a lawyer, or a 

businessperson,  this  book  will  provide  you  with  a 

valuable overview of the English legal system.

Here are some of the topics covered in this book:

 The history of English law

 The sources of English law
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 The court system

 The role of judges

 Legal precedent

 Contract law

 Tort law

 Criminal law

 Property law

 Employment law

 Family law

 Constitutional law

 Administrative law

 International law

This  book is  also  an  invaluable  resource  for  anyone 

who is involved in a legal dispute. It provides a clear 

explanation  of  the  legal  process  and  the  rights  and 

responsibilities of the parties involved.
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Whether  you  are  looking  to  learn  more  about  the 

English  legal  system  or  you  are  involved  in  a  legal 

dispute, this book is the perfect resource for you.
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Chapter  1:  The  Foundation  of  English 

Law

The History of English Law

The history of English law is a long and complex one, 

dating  back  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  period.  The  Anglo-

Saxons had a system of law that was based on custom 

and tradition. When the Normans invaded England in 

1066, they brought with them their own system of law, 

which was based on Roman law. The two systems of 

law eventually merged to form the common law, which 

is the basis of the English legal system today.

The  common  law  is  a  body  of  law  that  has  been 

developed over time through the decisions of judges. It 

is a flexible and adaptable system of law, which allows 

it  to keep pace with changing times. However, it  can 

also be complex and unpredictable, as there is no single 

source of law that can be consulted.
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In addition to the common law, there is also a body of 

statute law in England. Statute law is law that has been 

created  by  Parliament.  Statute  law  takes  precedence 

over common law, so if there is a conflict between a 

statute and a common law rule, the statute will prevail.

The English legal system is also adversarial in nature, 

meaning that disputes are resolved through a process 

of argument and debate between two opposing parties. 

This system is designed to ensure that both sides have a 

fair opportunity to present their case and that the best 

arguments  will  prevail.  However,  the  adversarial 

system can also be expensive and time-consuming.

The English legal system is a complex and challenging 

system,  but  it  is  also  a  fair  and  just  system.  It  is  a 

system  that  is  based  on  the  rule  of  law,  and  it  is  a 

system  that  protects  the  rights  and  freedoms  of  all 

citizens.

8



Chapter  1:  The  Foundation  of  English 

Law

Sources of English Law

English  law  is  derived  from  a  variety  of  sources, 

including statutes, common law, and equity.

Statutes are laws that are created by Parliament. They 

are the most important source of law in England and 

Wales,  and  they  override  all  other  sources  of  law. 

Statutes are typically created in response to a specific 

need or problem, and they can be used to change or 

clarify the law.

Common law is a body of law that has been developed 

over time through the decisions of judges. It is based on 

the principle of stare decisis, which means that judges 

are bound to follow the decisions of previous judges in 

similar cases.  Common law is flexible and adaptable, 

and it can be used to fill in the gaps in the law created 

by statutes.
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Equity is a body of law that has been developed by the 

courts  of  chancery.  It  is  based  on  the  principle  of 

fairness and justice, and it can be used to override the 

common law in cases  where the common law is  too 

harsh or unfair.

In addition to these three main sources of law, there 

are a number of other sources of law in England and 

Wales, including:

 Treaties are agreements between two or more 

countries. They are binding on the countries that 

have signed them, and they can create new laws 

or change existing laws.

 International law is a body of law that governs 

the relationships between countries.  It  is based 

on  custom and treaties,  and  it  can  be  used  to 

resolve disputes between countries.

 European  Union  law is  a  body  of  law  that 

applies to all members of the European Union. It 

is  created  by  the  institutions  of  the  European 
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Union,  and  it  can  override  national  law  in 

certain cases.

The  sources  of  English  law  are  complex  and 

interconnected. They have evolved over time to meet 

the changing needs of society. As a result, the English 

legal system is a dynamic and flexible system that is 

able to adapt to new challenges.
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Chapter  1:  The  Foundation  of  English 

Law

The Court System

The  court  system  of  England  is  a  complex  and 

fascinating  subject,  one  that  has  been  shaped  by 

centuries of history and tradition. In this topic, we will 

explore the various aspects of the English court system, 

from  its  historical  foundations  to  its  modern 

applications.  We  will  examine  the  different  types  of 

courts,  the  jurisdiction  of  each  court,  and  the 

procedures that are followed in legal proceedings.

The  English  court  system  is  divided  into  two  main 

branches: the civil courts and the criminal courts. The 

civil courts deal with disputes between individuals and 

organizations,  while  the  criminal  courts  deal  with 

crimes that are committed against society as a whole.

There are three main types of civil courts in England: 

the High Court, the County Court, and the Magistrates' 
12



Court. The High Court is the highest civil court in the 

land,  and it  has jurisdiction to hear all  types of  civil 

cases. The County Court is a lower court that hears less 

serious civil cases, while the Magistrates' Court is the 

lowest civil court and hears minor civil claims.

There are also three main types of criminal courts in 

England: the Crown Court, the Magistrates' Court, and 

the  Youth  Court.  The  Crown  Court  is  the  highest 

criminal  court  in  the  land,  and it  has  jurisdiction to 

hear all types of criminal cases. The Magistrates' Court 

is a lower court that hears less serious criminal cases, 

while the Youth Court is a specialized court that hears 

cases involving young offenders.

The procedures that are followed in legal proceedings 

in England are governed by the Rules of Court. These 

rules are designed to ensure that all parties to a legal 

dispute are treated fairly and that justice is served.

The English court system is a complex and challenging 

system,  but  it  is  also  a  vital  part  of  our  society.  It 
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provides  the  framework  for  resolving  disputes  and 

protecting the rights of individuals and organizations.

The Role of Judges

Judges  play  a  vital  role  in  the  English  court  system. 

They are responsible for overseeing legal proceedings, 

interpreting the law, and applying it to the facts of a 

case.  Judges  are  also  responsible  for  ensuring  that 

justice is served.

In England,  judges are appointed by the Crown,  and 

they  hold  office  for  life.  This  ensures  that  they  are 

independent  of  the  government  and  can  make 

decisions without fear of political interference.

Judges are required to be impartial  and to apply the 

law  fairly  and  consistently.  They  must  also  be 

knowledgeable about the law and have the ability to 

understand and apply it to the facts of a case.

The  role  of  judges  in  the  English  court  system  is 

essential  for  the  proper  functioning  of  the  justice 
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system. Judges are responsible for ensuring that justice 

is  served  and  that  the  rights  of  individuals  and 

organizations are protected.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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