
A Royal Legacy: The African Princess in 

Victorian London

Introduction

Sarah  Forbes  Bonetta  was  an  extraordinary  woman 

who lived an extraordinary life.  Born into royalty in 

Africa,  she  was  brought  to  England  as  a  child  and 

raised  by  Queen  Victoria.  She  became  a  prominent 

figure in Victorian society, known for her intelligence, 

beauty, and grace.

Sarah's  story is  one of  resilience,  determination,  and 

triumph.  Despite  the challenges she faced as  a  black 

woman in  a  predominantly  white  society,  she  never 

gave  up  on  her  dreams.  She  embraced  her  African 

heritage  while  also  assimilating  into  British  culture. 

She  became  a  symbol  of  unity  and  understanding 

between two very different worlds.
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Sarah's life is also a reminder of the complex and often 

contradictory nature of the Victorian era. It was a time 

of  great  progress  and innovation,  but  also  a  time of 

inequality and prejudice. Sarah's story sheds light on 

both  the  best  and  worst  aspects  of  this  fascinating 

period in history.

In this book, we will explore Sarah's life in detail, from 

her early years in Africa to her time at the royal court 

in  England.  We  will  examine  her  role  as  a  cultural 

ambassador  and  her  work  as  a  missionary's  wife  in 

Africa. We will also discuss her legacy and the impact 

she has had on history.

Sarah Forbes Bonetta was a remarkable woman who 

deserves  to  be  remembered.  Her  story  is  one  of 

inspiration and hope, and it is a story that deserves to 

be told and retold for generations to come.

Sarah's  story  is  not  only  a  personal  one,  but  also  a 

reflection  of  the  broader  historical  context  of  the 

Victorian era. It is a story of cultural exchange, racial 
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prejudice, and the struggle for equality. It is a story that 

is still relevant today, and it is a story that we can all 

learn from.
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Book Description

In the heart of the Victorian era, a remarkable woman 

named Sarah Forbes Bonetta emerged from the shores 

of Africa to grace the royal courts of England. Born into 

royalty  in  Sierra  Leone,  Sarah's  destiny  took  an 

unexpected turn when she was brought to England as a 

young girl and raised by Queen Victoria herself.

This  extraordinary  memoir  chronicles  Sarah's 

extraordinary journey, from her humble beginnings in 

Africa to her prominent position in Victorian society. 

As a black woman in a predominantly white society, 

Sarah  faced  numerous  challenges,  but  she  never 

allowed prejudice to define her. Instead, she embraced 

her African heritage while also assimilating into British 

culture, becoming a symbol of unity and understanding 

between two very different worlds.

Sarah's  life  was  a  testament  to  her  resilience, 

determination, and unwavering spirit. She excelled in 
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her studies, becoming fluent in multiple languages and 

gaining a deep appreciation for British literature and 

culture.  She  also  developed  a  strong  faith,  which 

sustained her through both the triumphs and trials of 

her life.

Sarah's  story  is  not  only  a  personal  one,  but  also  a 

reflection  of  the  broader  historical  context  of  the 

Victorian era. It is a story of cultural exchange, racial 

prejudice, and the struggle for equality. It is a story that 

is still relevant today, and it is a story that we can all 

learn from.

Through  Sarah's  eyes,  we  witness  the  splendor  and 

contradictions of Victorian England. We see a society 

on the cusp of great change, a society grappling with 

issues  of  race,  class,  and  gender.  We  also  see  the 

indomitable  spirit  of  a  woman  who  refused  to  be 

defined by her  circumstances,  a  woman who left  an 

indelible mark on history.
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Sarah Forbes Bonetta's life is a story that deserves to be 

told and retold for generations to come. It is a story of 

inspiration, hope, and the triumph of the human spirit 

over adversity.
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Chapter 1: The African Princess

The Early Life of Sarah Forbes Bonetta

Sarah Forbes Bonetta was born into the royal family of 

the Yoruba people in West Africa in 1843. Her father, 

King Ghezo, was a powerful and influential ruler, and 

Sarah was raised in a life of luxury and privilege.

However, Sarah's idyllic childhood came to an abrupt 

end  when  she  was  just  five  years  old.  In  1848,  her 

father  was  overthrown  in  a  coup,  and  Sarah  was 

captured and sold into slavery.  She was taken to the 

coast and put on a ship bound for the Americas.

Sarah's  journey  across  the  Atlantic  was  a  harrowing 

experience.  She  was  crammed  into  a  filthy  and 

overcrowded hold with hundreds of other slaves. The 

conditions were so unsanitary that many people died 

during  the  voyage.  Sarah herself  became ill,  but  she 

was fortunate to survive.
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When  the  ship  finally  reached  its  destination,  Sarah 

was sold to a slave trader in Brazil. She was then taken 

to the city of Salvador, where she was put to work as a 

domestic  servant.  Sarah  was  treated  cruelly  by  her 

master and his family, and she longed for the day when 

she would be free.

Sarah's  fortunes  changed  in  1850,  when  she  was 

rescued  by  a  British  naval  officer  named  Captain 

Frederick  Forbes.  Forbes  was  appalled  by  the 

conditions that Sarah was living in,  and he arranged 

for her to be taken to England.

Sarah  arrived  in  England  in  1851,  and  she  was 

immediately  taken  to  Buckingham  Palace.  Queen 

Victoria was deeply moved by Sarah's  story,  and she 

agreed to take her under her wing. Sarah was given a 

new name, Sarah Forbes Bonetta, and she was raised as 

a member of the royal household.

Sarah's life in England was a stark contrast to her life 

in Africa and Brazil. She was treated with kindness and 
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respect, and she was given the opportunity to receive 

an education. Sarah quickly learned to speak English, 

and she became a favorite of Queen Victoria and her 

family.
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Chapter 1: The African Princess

The Tragic Death of Her Parents

Sarah Forbes Bonetta was born into royalty in Africa, 

but her early life was marked by tragedy. Her parents, 

King Ghezo of Dahomey and his wife, died when she 

was just a child. The circumstances surrounding their 

deaths  are  unclear,  but  it  is  believed that  they were 

killed in a political coup.

Sarah was left orphaned and alone, and her future was 

uncertain.  She  was  eventually  taken  in  by  a  British 

naval  officer,  Captain Frederick Forbes,  who brought 

her  to  England.  Captain  Forbes  and  his  wife  raised 

Sarah as their own, and she quickly became a beloved 

member of their family.

Despite  the  love  and  care  she  received  from  her 

adoptive parents, Sarah never forgot her African roots. 

She was proud of her heritage and often spoke about 

her  homeland.  She  also  faced  prejudice  and 
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discrimination as a black woman in Victorian England, 

but she never let this hold her back.

Sarah's  story  is  one  of  resilience  and  triumph.  She 

overcame  adversity  to  become  a  successful  and 

respected woman. She is an inspiration to us all, and 

her story is a reminder that we can all achieve great 

things, no matter what challenges we face.

The Death of King Ghezo

The  exact  circumstances  surrounding  the  death  of 

Sarah's father, King Ghezo, are unclear. Some sources 

claim that he was killed in a battle,  while others say 

that he was assassinated. It is also possible that he died 

of natural causes.

Whatever the cause of his death, it is clear that Ghezo's 

death was a major turning point in Sarah's life. She was 

left orphaned and alone, and her future was uncertain.

The Death of Sarah's Mother
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Sarah's  mother's  death  is  also  shrouded  in  mystery. 

Some sources claim that she died in childbirth, while 

others say that she was killed in a political coup. It is 

also possible that she died of natural causes.

Regardless of the cause of her death, Sarah's mother's 

death  was  a  devastating  loss  for  her.  She  was  left 

without  a  mother's  love  and  guidance,  and  she 

struggled to cope with her grief.

The Impact of Their Deaths on Sarah

The deaths of Sarah's parents had a profound impact 

on her life. She was left orphaned and alone, and she 

faced an uncertain future. She also struggled to cope 

with the grief of losing her parents.

Despite the challenges she faced, Sarah never gave up 

hope.  She  was  determined  to  build  a  new  life  for 

herself,  and she eventually  succeeded.  She became a 

successful  and  respected  woman,  and  she  is  an 

inspiration to us all.
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Chapter 1: The African Princess

The Arrival in England

Sarah Forbes Bonetta arrived in England on a cold and 

rainy day in December 1848. She was just eight years 

old, and she had traveled thousands of miles from her 

home in  Sierra  Leone.  She  was  accompanied by  her 

guardian, Captain Frederick Forbes, who had rescued 

her from a life of slavery.

Sarah  was  a  beautiful  and  intelligent  child,  and  she 

quickly captured the hearts of the British people. She 

was presented to Queen Victoria,  who took a special 

interest in her. The Queen arranged for Sarah to live at 

the  royal  court,  where  she  received  a  first-class 

education.

Sarah's arrival in England was a significant event, as it 

marked  the  beginning  of  a  new  chapter  in  Anglo-

African relations. She was the first African princess to 

live  at  the  royal  court,  and  her  presence  helped  to 
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dispel some of the negative stereotypes about Africans 

that were prevalent at the time.

Sarah's story is a reminder of the complex and often 

contradictory nature of the Victorian era. It was a time 

of  great  progress  and innovation,  but  also  a  time of 

inequality and prejudice. Sarah's life is a testament to 

the resilience and determination of the human spirit, 

and it is a story that continues to inspire people today.

Despite  the  challenges  she  faced,  Sarah never  forgot 

her African roots.  She was a proud and independent 

woman who refused to be defined by her race or her 

social status. She used her platform to advocate for the 

rights  of  Africans  and  to  promote  understanding 

between different cultures.

Sarah Forbes Bonetta was a remarkable woman who 

made a significant contribution to British history. Her 

story is one of hope, resilience, and triumph, and it is a 

story that deserves to be told and retold for generations 

to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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