
Imperial Fictions: Unraveling the Myths 

of Territorial Possession

Introduction

Imperial Fictions: Unraveling the Myths of Territorial 

Possession  challenges  the  dominant  narratives  of 

colonialism  and  deconstructs  the  myths  that  have 

justified  the  dispossession  and  marginalization  of 

Indigenous peoples. Drawing upon a diverse range of 

disciplines,  this  book offers  a  critical  examination of 

the ways in which Western powers have constructed 

and maintained their empires.

This book exposes the intricate web of power relations, 

ideologies,  and  practices  that  have  shaped  colonial 

policies and practices, and the profound impact these 

have  had  on  Indigenous  societies  and  cultures.  It 

uncovers the hidden histories  and silences that  have 
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been  perpetuated  by  colonial  powers  and  their 

institutions, shedding light on the ongoing legacies of 

colonialism in the present day.

Through  a  series  of  thought-provoking  chapters, 

Imperial  Fictions  explores  the  various  dimensions  of 

colonialism, from the imposition of political and legal 

systems to the exploitation of resources and labor.  It 

delves into the cultural and psychological dimensions 

of  colonialism, examining how Western powers have 

constructed images  of  the  "Other"  and justified their 

domination  through  the  creation  of  myths  and 

stereotypes.

The book also highlights the resilience and resistance 

of  Indigenous  peoples  in  the  face  of  colonialism, 

showcasing  their  struggles  for  self-determination, 

cultural revitalization, and decolonization. It calls for a 

fundamental  rethinking  of  the  relationship  between 

Indigenous peoples and settler societies, urging a more 

just and equitable future.
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Imperial Fictions is an essential resource for scholars, 

activists, and anyone seeking a deeper understanding 

of  the  complexities  of  colonialism  and  its  enduring 

legacies.  It  challenges  readers  to  confront  the  myths 

and fictions that have shaped the world we live in and 

inspires them to work towards a decolonized future.
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Book Description

Imperial Fictions: Unraveling the Myths of Territorial 

Possession  is  a  groundbreaking  exploration  of  the 

myths  and  fictions  that  have  shaped  the  history  of 

colonialism  and  its  lasting  impact  on  Indigenous 

peoples.  This  thought-provoking  book  challenges 

traditional narratives and exposes the intricate web of 

power  relations,  ideologies,  and  practices  that  have 

justified  the  dispossession  and  marginalization  of 

Indigenous communities.

Through  a  comprehensive  analysis  of  historical 

documents,  cultural  representations,  and 

contemporary  issues,  Imperial  Fictions  deconstructs 

the myths that  have been used to  legitimize colonial 

rule and unveils the hidden histories and silences that 

have been perpetuated by colonial  powers  and their 

institutions.  It  delves  into  the  psychological  and 

cultural  dimensions  of  colonialism,  examining  how 

Western  powers  have  constructed  images  of  the 
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"Other"  and  justified  their  domination  through  the 

creation of stereotypes and the erasure of Indigenous 

knowledge systems.

Imperial  Fictions  also  highlights  the  resilience  and 

resistance  of  Indigenous  peoples  in  the  face  of 

colonialism,  showcasing  their  struggles  for  self-

determination,  cultural  revitalization,  and 

decolonization.  It  provides a platform for Indigenous 

voices  and  perspectives,  amplifying  their  calls  for 

justice and reconciliation.

This book is an essential resource for scholars, activists, 

and  anyone  seeking  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 

complexities of colonialism and its enduring legacies. It 

challenges readers to confront the myths and fictions 

that  have  shaped  the  world  we  live  in  and  inspires 

them to work towards a decolonized future.

Imperial  Fictions  offers  a  critical  examination of  the 

following themes:
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 The  construction  of  maps  and  the  role  of 

cartography in shaping colonial narratives

 The fabrication of historical accounts and myths 

to justify colonial expansion

 The  creation  of  racial  hierarchies  and  the 

exoticization of Indigenous peoples

 The  exploitation  of  resources  and  labor  in 

colonized territories

 The  imposition  of  Western  political  and  legal 

systems  and  the  suppression  of  Indigenous 

governance

 The disruption of cultural practices and beliefs, 

leading to the loss of traditional knowledge

 The forced displacement of  Indigenous peoples 

and  the  creation  of  refugees  and  displaced 

persons

 The  enduring  legacies  of  colonialism  and  the 

ongoing struggles for justice and reconciliation
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Imperial  Fictions  is  a  powerful  indictment  of 

colonialism and a  call  for  a  more just  and equitable 

future.  It  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in 

understanding the history of colonialism, its impact on 

Indigenous  peoples,  and  the  urgent  need  for 

decolonization.
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Chapter 1: Imperial Cartographies

Mapping the World in the Western Gaze

The  Western  cartographic  tradition  has  played  a 

pivotal role in shaping the world as we know it. Since 

the early days of  exploration and colonization,  maps 

have been used as powerful tools to assert dominance, 

control  territories,  and  justify  the  acquisition  of 

resources.

European mapmakers, armed with their own cultural 

biases and political agendas, set out to map the world 

according  to  their  own  perspectives.  They  imposed 

their  own  categories,  symbols,  and  boundaries  onto 

foreign  lands,  often  ignoring  or  erasing  the  existing 

knowledge and traditions of indigenous peoples.

This process of mapping was not simply a neutral act of 

recording  geographical  features.  It  was  an  active 

process of constructing knowledge, power, and control. 

Maps were used to legitimize territorial claims, justify 
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military  conquests,  and  facilitate  the  extraction  of 

resources.

For example, colonial maps often depicted indigenous 

lands  as  empty  and  devoid  of  human  habitation, 

conveniently  ignoring  the  presence  of  thriving 

communities  and  civilizations.  This  cartographic 

erasure  served  to  justify  the  seizure  of  indigenous 

territories and the displacement of their inhabitants.

Furthermore, maps were used to reinforce hierarchical 

relationships  between  colonizers  and  colonized 

peoples.  European  maps  often  placed  the  colonizing 

country at the center, with other regions relegated to 

the  periphery.  This  cartographic  representation 

symbolized  the  power  dynamics  and  the  unequal 

relationships between nations.

The Western cartographic tradition has had a profound 

impact  on  our  understanding  of  the  world.  It  has 

shaped our perceptions of  different regions,  cultures, 

and  peoples.  It  has  also  contributed  to  the 

9



marginalization  and  dispossession  of  indigenous 

communities.

As we move towards a more just and equitable world, 

it  is  imperative  to  critically  examine  the  Western 

cartographic  tradition  and  its  role  in  perpetuating 

colonialism  and  imperialism.  We  need  to  decolonize 

our maps and recognize the diverse ways of knowing 

and representing the world.

10



Chapter 1: Imperial Cartographies

Constructing Boundaries and Dividing Lands

European  explorers  and  colonizers  embarked  on  a 

mission to map and chart the world, driven by a thirst 

for knowledge and a desire to assert their dominance. 

Cartography,  the  art  and  science  of  mapmaking, 

became  a  powerful  tool  in  the  hands  of  empires, 

enabling them to stake their claims on territories and 

shape the geopolitical landscape.

The maps produced during this  era were not merely 

objective  representations  of  the  world;  they  were 

imbued with political and ideological agendas. Borders 

were drawn to demarcate spheres of influence, often 

with little regard for the existing social, cultural, and 

environmental  realities.  Indigenous  territories  were 

fragmented, and communities were divided, disrupting 

their traditional ways of life and governance.
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The process of  boundary-making was often arbitrary 

and violent. Indigenous peoples were forcibly displaced 

from their  ancestral  lands  to  make  way  for  colonial 

settlements,  plantations, and resource extraction. The 

imposition of these artificial boundaries had profound 

and  lasting  consequences,  leading  to  conflicts, 

displacement, and the loss of cultural identity.

Moreover, maps played a crucial role in constructing 

narratives  of  territorial  possession.  Through  the 

selective  representation of  geographical  features  and 

the omission of Indigenous place names and histories, 

colonizers sought to legitimize their claims to land and 

justify their domination. Maps became instruments of 

power,  shaping  perceptions  of  the  world  and 

reinforcing colonial ideologies.

The impact of imperial cartography extended beyond 

the physical realm. It shaped how people thought about 

space,  identity,  and  belonging.  The  imposition  of 

colonial boundaries created a sense of separation and 

12



otherness,  contributing  to  the  marginalization  and 

dispossession of Indigenous peoples.

The  legacy  of  imperial  cartography  continues  to 

reverberate in the present day. Many of the boundaries 

established  during  the  colonial  era  remain  in  place, 

perpetuating  divisions  and  inequalities.  Indigenous 

communities  continue  to  struggle  for  recognition  of 

their  territorial  rights  and  self-determination, 

challenging the fictions of imperial possession.
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Chapter 1: Imperial Cartographies

The  Power  of  Maps  in  Shaping  Colonial 

Narratives

Maps have long been used as powerful tools to shape 

and control  narratives,  particularly  in  the context  of 

colonialism.  Through  the  selective  representation  of 

geographical  features,  boundaries,  and  resources, 

maps  have  played  a  crucial  role  in  legitimizing 

territorial claims, justifying expansionist policies, and 

marginalizing Indigenous peoples.

One  of  the  most  striking  ways  in  which  maps  have 

been used to support colonial narratives is through the 

creation of  artificial  boundaries.  By dividing up land 

into neat and orderly units, often with little regard for 

existing  social,  cultural,  or  environmental  realities, 

maps  have  contributed  to  the  fragmentation  and 

dispossession of Indigenous communities. This process 

of boundary-making has had profound implications for 
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Indigenous  peoples,  disrupting  traditional  land  use 

patterns,  severing  connections  to  sacred  sites,  and 

facilitating the extraction of resources.

Maps have also been used to project power and control 

over  colonized  territories.  By  depicting  Indigenous 

lands as empty or underdeveloped, maps have helped 

to  justify  the  seizure  of  these  lands  for  settlement, 

agriculture,  or  resource  extraction.  The  absence  of 

Indigenous place names and cultural features on many 

colonial  maps  further  reinforced  the  idea  that  these 

lands were terra nullius, or "empty land," waiting to be 

claimed and exploited.

Moreover, maps have been instrumental in shaping the 

ways in which Indigenous peoples are represented and 

understood.  Colonial  maps often depicted Indigenous 

peoples  as  nomadic,  primitive,  and  lacking  in 

civilization. These representations were used to justify 

the  imposition  of  Western  political,  economic,  and 
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social  systems  and  to  undermine  the  legitimacy  of 

Indigenous governance and land tenure systems.

In addition to their role in legitimizing colonial claims 

and marginalizing Indigenous peoples, maps have also 

been  used  to  facilitate  the  processes  of  colonization. 

Maps  were  used  to  plan  and  execute  military 

campaigns,  to  survey and divide land for  settlement, 

and to  control  the  movement  of  Indigenous  peoples. 

Maps also played a crucial role in the forced removal of 

Indigenous peoples from their traditional lands, as they 

were  used  to  identify  and  target  Indigenous 

communities for relocation.

The power of  maps in  shaping colonial  narratives  is 

undeniable.  Maps  have  been  used  to  justify  the 

dispossession  and  marginalization  of  Indigenous 

peoples,  to project  power and control  over colonized 

territories, and to shape the ways in which Indigenous 

peoples are represented and understood. By critically 

examining the ways in which maps have been used to 
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support colonial projects, we can better understand the 

enduring  legacies  of  colonialism  and  work  towards 

decolonizing our understanding of the world.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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