
Blues Scales: The Color of Music

Introduction

Welcome  to  the  fascinating  world  of  blues  scales, 

where  music  takes  on  a  soulful  and  expressive 

character. In this comprehensive guide, we embark on 

a journey to explore the intricate details of blues scales, 

their  application  on  the  guitar,  and  their  profound 

impact on the world of music.

As we delve into the realm of blues scales, we uncover 

their unique characteristics that set them apart from 

other musical scales. We examine the major and minor 

blues  scales,  as  well  as  the  pentatonic  blues  scale, 

gaining  an  understanding  of  their  construction  and 

their  distinctive  sound.  Moreover,  we investigate  the 

concept  of  using  blues  scales  over  chords,  unlocking 

new  possibilities  for  improvisation  and  harmonic 

exploration.
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Furthermore, we dedicate a chapter to the iconic blues 

progression,  the  12-bar  blues.  We  delve  into  its 

structure,  its  variations,  and  its  widespread  use  in 

blues  music.  We learn how to  create  our  own blues 

progressions,  giving us  the tools  to  craft  unique and 

compelling blues compositions.

No  exploration  of  blues  scales  would  be  complete 

without  examining  the  essential  blues  chords.  We 

explore the major and minor blues chords, as well as 

seventh,  ninth,  and  extended  chords,  expanding  our 

harmonic  vocabulary  and  enhancing  our 

understanding of blues music. We also explore the use 

of blues chords in songs, dissecting classic blues tunes 

to uncover the secrets behind their captivating sounds.

The beauty of blues music lies in its captivating rhythm 

and feel. We dedicate a chapter to exploring the shuffle 

feel, syncopation, walking bass lines, and blues drum 

patterns.  We  delve  into  the  art  of  creating  a  blues 
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groove,  understanding  the  nuances  that  make  blues 

music so infectious and irresistible.

As  we  progress  through  this  guide,  we  uncover  the 

techniques  that  give  blues  guitarists  their  signature 

sound. We examine bending notes,  vibrato,  hammer-

ons  and  pull-offs,  slides,  and  trills,  mastering  these 

techniques to  add expressiveness  and authenticity  to 

our playing. We also delve into the art of blues soloing, 

developing our own unique style, and learning how to 

use  scales,  arpeggios,  melodic  lines,  phrasing,  and 

dynamics to create captivating and memorable solos.
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Book Description

Embark on a musical  odyssey with Blues Scales:  The 

Color  of  Music,  an  immersive  guide  that  unveils  the 

secrets of blues scales and their captivating application 

on  the  guitar.  Delve  into  the  world  of  blues  music, 

exploring the intricacies of blues scales,  their unique 

characteristics,  and  their  profound  impact  on  the 

genre.

Through comprehensive chapters, this book provides a 

thorough understanding of the major and minor blues 

scales, as well as the pentatonic blues scale. Discover 

the  art  of  using  blues  scales  over  chords,  unlocking 

new  possibilities  for  improvisation  and  harmonic 

exploration.  Immerse  yourself  in  the  iconic  blues 

progression, the 12-bar blues, examining its structure, 

variations, and widespread use in blues music.

Uncover  the  essential  blues  chords,  including  major 

and minor blues chords, seventh, ninth, and extended 
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chords,  expanding  your  harmonic  vocabulary  and 

enhancing your understanding of blues music. Explore 

the techniques that give blues guitarists their signature 

sound, mastering bending notes, vibrato, hammer-ons 

and  pull-offs,  slides,  and  trills.  Delve  into  the  art  of 

blues soloing, developing your own unique style, and 

learning  how  to  use  scales,  arpeggios,  melodic  lines, 

phrasing,  and  dynamics  to  create  captivating  and 

memorable solos.

With Blues Scales: The Color of Music, you'll embark on 

a journey through the history and evolution of blues 

music,  tracing  its  roots  back  to  the  African diaspora 

and its profound influence on various musical genres. 

Discover the stories of legendary blues guitarists who 

shaped the sound of blues music, leaving an indelible 

mark on the world of music.

Whether  you're  a  seasoned musician or  just  starting 

your musical journey, Blues Scales: The Color of Music 

is your comprehensive guide to unlocking the secrets of 
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blues  scales  and  their  application  on  the  guitar. 

Immerse yourself in the soulful and expressive world 

of  blues  music,  and  let  the  scales  guide  you  to  new 

heights of musical creativity and expression.
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Chapter 1: The Basics of Blues Scales

Defining the Blues Scale

The blues scale is  a  versatile  and expressive musical 

scale commonly used in blues, rock, and jazz music. It 

is  characterized  by  its  distinct  "blue  notes,"  which 

create a soulful and emotionally charged sound. At its 

core, the blues scale is a six-note scale with a specific 

pattern of whole and half steps.

The  most  common  type  of  blues  scale  is  the  minor 

blues scale. It is constructed by starting with the minor 

pentatonic scale and adding a "blue note" between the 

fourth  and  fifth  notes.  This  blue  note  is  typically  a 

flattened fifth, creating a minor third interval between 

the  fourth  and  fifth  notes.  The  resulting  scale  has  a 

distinct,  melancholic  sound  that  is  often  associated 

with blues music.

In  addition  to  the  minor  blues  scale,  there  are  also 

major blues scales and altered blues scales. The major 
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blues scale is constructed similarly to the minor blues 

scale,  but  it  starts  with  the  major  pentatonic  scale 

instead  of  the  minor  pentatonic  scale.  The  resulting 

scale  has  a  brighter,  more  uplifting  sound  than  the 

minor blues scale. Altered blues scales are variations of 

the  blues  scale  that  include  additional  altered  notes, 

such as a flatted ninth or a sharp eleventh, creating a 

more complex and sophisticated sound.

Blues scales are often used in improvisation,  as  they 

provide a rich and expressive framework for creating 

solos and melodies. Their distinct sound and emotional 

depth make them a popular choice for blues, rock, and 

jazz guitarists. Additionally, blues scales can be used to 

create soulful and emotive melodies in various musical 

genres, adding depth and character to compositions.
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Chapter 1: The Basics of Blues Scales

Major and Minor Blues Scales

The  blues  scale  is  a  powerful  tool  for  creating 

expressive and soulful music. It is a six-note scale that 

can  be  used  to  create  a  wide  variety  of  moods  and 

atmospheres. The major and minor blues scales are the 

two most common types of blues scales.

The major blues scale is a six-note scale that is similar 

to  the  major  scale,  but  with  a  flattened  third  and 

seventh note. This gives the scale a more bluesy sound. 

The minor blues scale is also a six-note scale, but with a 

flattened third, fifth, and seventh note. This gives the 

scale a more somber and melancholy sound.

Both the major and minor blues scales can be used to 

create a wide variety of music. The major blues scale is 

often used in upbeat and happy songs, while the minor 

blues  scale  is  often  used  in  sad  and  somber  songs. 

However, both scales can be used to create a variety of 
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moods and atmospheres,  depending on how they are 

used.

Here are some examples of how the major and minor 

blues scales can be used in music:

 The major blues scale is often used in upbeat 

and happy songs. For example, the song "Sweet 

Home Chicago" by Robert Johnson uses the major 

blues scale to create a sense of joy and optimism.

 The minor blues scale is often used in sad and 

somber songs. For example, the song "The Thrill 

Is Gone" by B.B. King uses the minor blues scale 

to create a sense of sadness and loss.

 Both the major and minor blues scales can be 

used  to  create  a  variety  of  moods  and 

atmospheres. For  example,  the  song 

"Crossroads" by Cream uses both the major and 

minor blues scales to create a sense of tension 

and release.
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The major and minor blues scales are essential tools for 

any  musician  who  wants  to  create  expressive  and 

soulful  music.  By  understanding  how  these  scales 

work, you can open up a world of new possibilities for 

your music.

* The Major Blues Scale

The major blues scale is a six-note scale that is derived 

from the major scale. To create the major blues scale, 

you simply flatten the third and seventh notes of the 

major scale. This gives the scale a more bluesy sound.

The  major  blues  scale  is  often  used  in  upbeat  and 

happy songs. It is a great scale for creating a sense of 

joy and optimism.

* The Minor Blues Scale

The minor blues scale is a six-note scale that is derived 

from the minor scale. To create the minor blues scale, 

you simply flatten the third, fifth, and seventh notes of 
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the minor scale. This gives the scale a more somber and 

melancholy sound.

The minor blues scale is often used in sad and somber 

songs. It is a great scale for creating a sense of sadness 

and loss.

* Using Major and Minor Blues Scales

The major and minor blues scales can be used to create 

a wide variety of music. They are both versatile scales 

that can be used to express a wide range of emotions.

Here are some tips for using major and minor blues 

scales in your music:

 Start  by  learning  the  basic  shapes  of  the 

major and minor blues scales. Once you know 

the  basic  shapes,  you  can  start  experimenting 

with different ways to use them.

 Experiment  with  different  ways  of  phrasing 

your  melodies. The  way  you  phrase  your 
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melodies can have a big impact  on the overall 

sound of your music.

 Don't  be afraid to  use the major and minor 

blues  scales  in  unexpected  ways. The  blues 

scales are not just for blues music. They can be 

used to create a wide variety of musical styles.

With a little practice, you can learn to use the major 

and minor blues scales to create expressive and soulful 

music.
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Chapter 1: The Basics of Blues Scales

The Pentatonic Blues Scale

The pentatonic blues scale is  a five-note scale that is 

widely used in blues music. It is a minor scale with a 

flattened  third  and  seventh,  which  gives  it  its 

characteristic bluesy sound. The pentatonic blues scale 

can  be  played  in  any  key,  but  it  is  most  commonly 

played in the key of G.

The pentatonic blues scale is  a simple scale to learn, 

and it is a great way to get started with blues guitar. It 

is also a versatile scale that can be used in a variety of 

musical genres, including rock, jazz, and country.

Here are some of the ways to use the pentatonic blues 

scale:

 Use  it  to  create  blues  licks  and  riffs. The 

pentatonic  blues scale  is  a  great  way to  create 

bluesy  licks  and  riffs.  Simply  start  by  playing 

around with the notes of the scale and see what 
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sounds  good.  You  can  also  use  the  pentatonic 

blues scale to create your own blues solos.

 Use  it  to  solo  over  blues  progressions. The 

pentatonic  blues  scale  is  a  great  choice  for 

soloing over blues progressions. The scale's five 

notes  fit  well  with  the  chords  in  a  blues 

progression,  and the bluesy sound of  the scale 

will help you to create authentic-sounding solos.

 Use it to add a bluesy flavor to other genres of 

music. The  pentatonic  blues  scale  can  also  be 

used to  add a  bluesy flavor to  other  genres  of 

music, such as rock, jazz, and country. Simply try 

playing  the  pentatonic  blues  scale  over  the 

chords  of  a  song in  a  different  genre,  and see 

what happens. You may be surprised at how well 

the scale works.

The pentatonic blues scale is a powerful tool that can 

be used to create a variety of  musical  effects.  It  is  a 

simple  scale  to  learn,  but  it  can  be  used  to  create 
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complex and sophisticated music. If you are interested 

in  learning  more  about  the  pentatonic  blues  scale, 

there  are  many  resources  available  online  and  in 

libraries.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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