
Latin  American  Air  Forces 

Thunderbolts: A New Look

Introduction

The  Republic  P-47  Thunderbolt  is  a  legendary 

American  fighter  aircraft  that  played  a  vital  role  in 

World War II and the Korean War. It was also used by 

a number of Latin American air forces, where it served 

with distinction in a variety of roles.

This  book tells  the story of  the Thunderbolt  in Latin 

American service. It begins with the arrival of the first 

Thunderbolts in the region in the late 1940s and traces 

their use in combat and other operations over the next 

two decades. The book also examines the Thunderbolt's 

design  and  development,  its  performance  and 

characteristics, and its armament and equipment.
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In addition, the book profiles some of the most notable 

Latin American Thunderbolt pilots, including aces who 

achieved multiple  victories  against  enemy aircraft.  It 

also  discusses  the  Thunderbolt's  legacy  in  Latin 

America, including its impact on aviation development 

in the region and its place in aviation history.

Whether  you  are  a  lifelong  aviation  enthusiast  or 

simply someone who is  interested in Latin American 

history, this book is sure to fascinate and inform you. It 

is a unique and comprehensive look at a little-known 

chapter in the history of the Thunderbolt.

The book is  divided into  10  chapters,  each of  which 

covers a different aspect of the Thunderbolt's history in 

Latin America. The chapters are:

 Thunderbolts in the Southern Skies

 The Thunderbolt's Combat Record

 The Thunderbolt's Design and Development

 The Thunderbolt in Latin American Service

 The Thunderbolt's Legacy
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 Latin American Thunderbolt Units

 Latin American Thunderbolt Aces

 The Thunderbolt in Latin American Air Combat

 The Thunderbolt in Latin American Air Shows

 The Thunderbolt in Latin American Museums

Each chapter is packed with information and insights, 

making  this  book  the  definitive  reference  on  the 

Thunderbolt in Latin American service.
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Book Description

The  Republic  P-47  Thunderbolt  is  a  legendary 

American  fighter  aircraft  that  played  a  vital  role  in 

World War II and the Korean War. It was also used by 

a number of Latin American air forces, where it served 

with distinction in a variety of roles.

This  book tells  the story of  the Thunderbolt  in Latin 

American service. It begins with the arrival of the first 

Thunderbolts in the region in the late 1940s and traces 

their use in combat and other operations over the next 

two decades. The book also examines the Thunderbolt's 

design  and  development,  its  performance  and 

characteristics, and its armament and equipment.

In addition, the book profiles some of the most notable 

Latin American Thunderbolt pilots, including aces who 

achieved multiple  victories  against  enemy aircraft.  It 

also  discusses  the  Thunderbolt's  legacy  in  Latin 

4



America, including its impact on aviation development 

in the region and its place in aviation history.

This  book  is  a  unique  and  comprehensive  look  at  a 

little-known chapter in the history of the Thunderbolt. 

It  is packed with information and insights,  making it 

the  definitive  reference  on  the  Thunderbolt  in  Latin 

American service.

About the Author

Pasquale De Marco is a lifelong aviation enthusiast and 

a recognized expert on the Republic P-47 Thunderbolt. 

He has written extensively on the subject, and his work 

has appeared in a variety of aviation magazines and 

journals. He is also a member of the American Aviation 

Historical  Society  and  the  Latin  American  Aviation 

Historical Society.
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Chapter  1:  Thunderbolts  in  the 

Southern Skies

The Arrival of the Thunderbolts

Latin  America  first  encountered  the  Republic  P-47 

Thunderbolt  in  the  late  1940s,  as  the  United  States 

began to distribute surplus aircraft to its allies in the 

region.  The  Thunderbolt  quickly  became  a  popular 

choice  among  Latin  American  air  forces,  due  to  its 

rugged  construction,  powerful  engine,  and  heavy 

armament.

The first Thunderbolts to arrive in Latin America were 

assigned  to  the  Mexican  Air  Force  in  1946.  These 

aircraft were used to replace the Mexican Air Force's 

aging fleet of P-40 Warhawks and P-51 Mustangs. The 

Mexican  Air  Force  was  so  impressed  with  the 

Thunderbolt that it purchased additional aircraft in the 

years that followed.
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Other Latin American countries soon followed suit. The 

Brazilian  Air  Force  acquired  Thunderbolts  in  1947, 

followed  by  the  Chilean  Air  Force,  the  Peruvian  Air 

Force,  and  the  Venezuelan  Air  Force.  By  the  early 

1950s, the Thunderbolt had become a common sight in 

the skies over Latin America.

The arrival of the Thunderbolt had a significant impact 

on Latin American air forces. The Thunderbolt was a 

much more capable aircraft than the fighters that had 

previously been in service in the region. It gave Latin 

American air forces a new level of air superiority and 

ground attack capability.

The Thunderbolt also played a role in the development 

of  Latin  American  aviation  industries.  Several  Latin 

American  countries  established  their  own  aircraft 

maintenance  and  repair  facilities  to  support  their 

Thunderbolt  fleets.  This  experience helped to lay the 

foundation  for  the  development  of  indigenous  Latin 

American aircraft industries in the years that followed.
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In  addition to  its  military  role,  the  Thunderbolt  also 

played a role in the development of  civil  aviation in 

Latin  America.  Several  Latin  American  airlines 

purchased surplus Thunderbolts  and converted them 

for use as passenger and cargo aircraft. These aircraft 

played a vital role in connecting remote areas of Latin 

America with major cities.
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Chapter  1:  Thunderbolts  in  the 

Southern Skies

Latin American Air Forces and the P-47

The  Republic  P-47  Thunderbolt  was  a  powerful  and 

versatile fighter aircraft that played a vital role in the 

air forces of many countries during World War II and 

the  Korean War.  Latin  American  air  forces  were  no 

exception, and the Thunderbolt served with distinction 

in a number of countries in the region.

The  first  Latin  American  country  to  receive  the 

Thunderbolt was Mexico, which purchased 25 P-47Ds 

in 1943. These aircraft were used by the Mexican Air 

Force to patrol the country's coastline and to provide 

air support for ground troops. In 1944, Brazil received 

100 P-47Ds, which were used to defend the country's 

airspace and to escort Allied bombers on missions over 

Europe.
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Other  Latin  American  countries  that  operated  the 

Thunderbolt  included  Argentina,  Chile,  Colombia, 

Cuba,  Ecuador,  El  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Honduras, 

Nicaragua,  Panama,  Peru,  Uruguay,  and  Venezuela. 

These countries used the Thunderbolt  in a variety of 

roles,  including  air  defense,  ground  attack,  and 

reconnaissance.

The  Thunderbolt  was  a  popular  aircraft  with  Latin 

American  pilots,  who  praised  its  speed, 

maneuverability, and firepower. The aircraft was also 

relatively easy to maintain,  which was important for 

countries with limited resources.

The Thunderbolt served with Latin American air forces 

for many years after the end of World War II.  Some 

countries  continued  to  operate  the  aircraft  into  the 

1960s and 1970s. Today, a number of Thunderbolts are 

on  display  in  museums  throughout  Latin  America, 

where they serve as a reminder of the important role 

that the aircraft played in the region's aviation history.
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Latin  American  pilots  flew  the  Thunderbolt  in  a 

number of notable missions during World War II and 

the Korean War. In 1943, Mexican Thunderbolt pilots 

intercepted and shot down a German Focke-Wulf Fw 

200  Condor  that  was  attempting  to  fly  from  South 

America  to  Germany.  In  1945,  Brazilian Thunderbolt 

pilots escorted Allied bombers on a daring raid against 

the Japanese-held island of Iwo Jima.

During the Korean War, Latin American Thunderbolt 

pilots flew combat missions alongside their American 

counterparts.  Colombian  Thunderbolt  pilots 

distinguished  themselves  in  air-to-air  combat  against 

North Korean MiG-15s.

The Thunderbolt was a versatile and effective aircraft 

that  served Latin American air  forces  well  for  many 

years.  It  played  a  vital  role  in  the  region's  defense 

during  World  War  II  and  the  Korean  War,  and  it 

helped  to  shape  the  development  of  Latin  American 

aviation in the postwar era.
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Chapter  1:  Thunderbolts  in  the 

Southern Skies

The  Role  of  the  Thunderbolt  in  Latin 

American Air Forces

The  Republic  P-47  Thunderbolt  was  a  versatile  and 

powerful  fighter  aircraft  that  played  a  vital  role  in 

Latin American air forces during the Cold War era. It 

was  used  by  a  number  of  countries  in  the  region, 

including Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, the 

Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, 

Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 

Uruguay, and Venezuela.

The  Thunderbolt  was  used  by  Latin  American  air 

forces in a variety of  roles,  including air superiority, 

ground attack, and reconnaissance. It was particularly 

well-suited  for  ground  attack  missions,  thanks  to  its 

rugged  construction,  powerful  armament,  and  long 

range. The Thunderbolt could carry a variety of bombs, 
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rockets, and napalm, making it a devastating weapon 

against enemy ground targets.

In addition to its combat role, the Thunderbolt was also 

used  by  Latin  American  air  forces  for  training  and 

other purposes.  It  was a popular aircraft  with pilots, 

who  appreciated  its  speed,  maneuverability,  and 

firepower. The Thunderbolt also served as a symbol of 

national pride for many Latin American countries.

The  Thunderbolt  was  eventually  replaced  by  more 

modern jet fighters in the 1960s and 1970s. However, it 

remains a popular aircraft among aviation enthusiasts 

and historians. A number of Thunderbolts are still on 

display in museums and air shows around the world.

The  Thunderbolt's  Impact  on  Latin  American 

Aviation

The  Thunderbolt  had  a  significant  impact  on  Latin 

American  aviation.  It  helped  to  modernize  the  air 

forces of the region and provided them with a powerful 
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and  versatile  combat  aircraft.  The  Thunderbolt  also 

helped to train a generation of Latin American pilots 

and mechanics.

The Thunderbolt's legacy continues to this day. It is still 

remembered as one of the most iconic fighter aircraft 

of  the  Cold  War  era.  The  Thunderbolt  is  also  a 

reminder of the important role that Latin American air 

forces played in the defense of their countries.

The Thunderbolt in Latin American Air Combat

The  Thunderbolt  saw  combat  in  a  number  of  Latin 

American  conflicts,  including  the  Korean  War,  the 

Dominican Civil War, and the Guatemalan Civil War. In 

these  conflicts,  the  Thunderbolt  proved  to  be  a 

formidable  opponent,  capable  of  defeating  enemy 

aircraft  and  providing  close  air  support  to  ground 

troops.

One of the most famous Latin American Thunderbolt 

pilots was Captain Fernando Rivas of the Chilean Air 
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Force.  Rivas  was  credited  with  shooting  down  five 

enemy aircraft  during the  Korean War.  He was  also 

one of  the first  Latin American pilots  to  fly the F-86 

Sabre jet fighter.

Conclusion

The  Republic  P-47  Thunderbolt  was  a  significant 

aircraft  in  the  history  of  Latin  American aviation.  It 

played a vital role in the defense of the region during 

the Cold War era and helped to train a generation of 

Latin American pilots and mechanics. The Thunderbolt 

is  still  remembered  today  as  one  of  the  most  iconic 

fighter aircraft of its time.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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