
Escape From The Ranch

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco,  a  former  journalist  and  city 

dweller,  and  her  husband,  George,  a  British  retiree, 

traded their urban existence for the wide-open spaces 

of  a  mini-ranch  in  California's  San  Joaquin  Valley. 

What began as a dream of a simpler life quickly turned 

into  a  hilarious  and  heartwarming  adventure,  filled 

with the unexpected challenges and unexpected joys of 

country living.

In  this  charming  and  inspiring  book,  Pasquale  De 

Marco shares the ups and downs of her journey from 

city  girl  to  reluctant  rancher.  From  dealing  with 

wayward  pigs  and  malfunctioning  septic  systems  to 

navigating  the  cultural  divide  between  her  British 

husband  and  her  American  neighbors,  she  paints  a 
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vivid  and  often  laugh-out-loud  funny  portrait  of  life 

beyond the city limits.

But  Escape  From  The  Ranch  is  more  than  just  a 

humorous account of one couple's adventures. It's also 

a celebration of the resilience of the human spirit, the 

power of compromise, and the importance of finding 

joy in the unexpected. Through her heartwarming and 

relatable stories,  Pasquale De Marco reminds us that 

even the  most  daunting  challenges  can be  overcome 

with a little bit of humor, a lot of love, and a willingness 

to embrace the unknown.

Whether  you're  a  lifelong  city  dweller,  a  seasoned 

rancher, or simply someone who dreams of a life less 

ordinary, Escape From The Ranch is a must-read. It's a 

book that will  make you laugh, make you think, and 

make you appreciate the simple pleasures of life.

So sit  back,  relax,  and enjoy the ride as Pasquale De 

Marco  takes  you  on  a  hilarious  and  heartwarming 

journey through the ups and downs of ranch life.
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Book Description

Escape  From  The  Ranch  is  a  humorous  and 

heartwarming memoir about a former journalist and 

city  dweller  who traded her  urban existence  for  the 

wide-open spaces of  a  mini-ranch in California's  San 

Joaquin Valley.

Pasquale De Marco and her husband, George, a British 

retiree, embarked on this adventure with dreams of a 

simpler  life.  However,  they  quickly  discovered  that 

country living came with its own set of challenges and 

unexpected joys.

In  this  charming  and  inspiring  book,  Pasquale  De 

Marco shares the ups and downs of her journey from 

city  girl  to  reluctant  rancher.  From  dealing  with 

wayward  pigs  and  malfunctioning  septic  systems  to 

navigating  the  cultural  divide  between  her  British 

husband  and  her  American  neighbors,  she  paints  a 
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vivid  and  often  laugh-out-loud  funny  portrait  of  life 

beyond the city limits.

But  Escape  From  The  Ranch  is  more  than  just  a 

humorous account of one couple's adventures. It's also 

a celebration of the resilience of the human spirit, the 

power of compromise, and the importance of finding 

joy in the unexpected. Through her heartwarming and 

relatable stories,  Pasquale De Marco reminds us that 

even the  most  daunting  challenges  can be  overcome 

with a little bit of humor, a lot of love, and a willingness 

to embrace the unknown.

Whether  you're  a  lifelong  city  dweller,  a  seasoned 

rancher, or simply someone who dreams of a life less 

ordinary, Escape From The Ranch is a must-read. It's a 

book that will  make you laugh, make you think, and 

make you appreciate the simple pleasures of life.

So sit  back,  relax,  and enjoy the ride as Pasquale De 

Marco  takes  you  on  a  hilarious  and  heartwarming 

journey through the ups and downs of ranch life.
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Chapter 1: Welcome to the Ranch

Topic 1: The Dream of a Lifetime

For Pasquale De Marco and her husband, George, the 

dream of owning a ranch had been a long-held one. 

They  had  both  grown  up  in  the  city,  but  they  had 

always longed for a life closer to nature,  where they 

could raise animals,  grow their  own food,  and enjoy 

the peace and quiet of the countryside.

When they finally found the perfect property, a 10-acre 

mini-ranch  in  California's  San  Joaquin  Valley,  they 

were overjoyed. They could hardly wait to start their 

new life as ranchers.

But  as  Pasquale  De Marco quickly  discovered,  ranch 

life  was  not  all  sunshine  and  rainbows.  There  were 

endless chores to be done, from feeding and watering 

the animals to cleaning up after them. And then there 

were the unexpected challenges, like the time the pigs 
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got  loose  and rooted up the  garden,  or  the  time the 

septic system backed up and flooded the house.

Despite the challenges, Pasquale De Marco and George 

never gave up on their dream. They worked hard to 

improve the ranch, and they gradually learned how to 

overcome the obstacles that came their way.

And as they settled into their new life, they began to 

appreciate  the  simple  pleasures  of  ranch  life.  They 

loved the feeling of  being surrounded by nature,  the 

satisfaction of  raising their  own food,  and the peace 

and quiet of the countryside.

Most of all, they loved the sense of community that they 

found among their fellow ranchers. They were always 

willing to lend a helping hand, and they were always 

there to celebrate the good times and commiserate over 

the bad.

For  Pasquale  De  Marco  and  George,  the  dream  of 

owning a ranch had come true. They had found a life 
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that was both challenging and rewarding, and they had 

found a community that they were proud to be a part 

of.
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Chapter 1: Welcome to the Ranch

Topic 2: The Reality of Ranch Life

The reality of ranch life is far removed from the idyllic 

images often portrayed in movies and television shows. 

In  reality,  ranch  life  is  hard  work,  long  hours,  and 

constant  challenges.  But  it  is  also  a  life  of  immense 

beauty, deep satisfaction, and close connection to the 

land.

One  of  the  biggest  challenges  of  ranch  life  is  the 

physical labor involved. Ranchers are responsible for a 

wide  range  of  tasks,  from  feeding  and  caring  for 

animals  to  repairing  fences  and  maintaining 

equipment.  The  work  is  often  physically  demanding 

and can be dangerous at times.

Another challenge of ranch life is the isolation. Ranches 

are often located in remote areas, far from towns and 

cities.  This  can  make  it  difficult  to  access  essential 

services,  such as healthcare and education.  Ranchers 
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also have to be self-reliant and able to solve problems 

on their own.

The  weather  can  also  be  a  major  challenge  for 

ranchers.  Ranches  are  often  located  in  areas  with 

extreme weather conditions, such as droughts, floods, 

and wildfires. These conditions can damage crops and 

livestock, and make it difficult to work outdoors.

Despite the challenges, ranch life can also be incredibly 

rewarding.  Ranchers  have  the  opportunity  to  work 

closely with animals and the land. They also have the 

chance to live a life of independence and self-reliance. 

And at  the end of  the day,  there is  nothing quite  as 

satisfying as seeing a healthy herd of cattle grazing in a 

lush pasture.
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Chapter 1: Welcome to the Ranch

Topic 3: The Joys of Country Living

The joys of country living are many and varied. From 

the peace and quiet of nature to the fresh air and open 

spaces, there's something for everyone to enjoy.

One of the best things about country living is the sense 

of  community.  Everyone  knows  everyone  else,  and 

there's a real feeling of togetherness. People are always 

willing  to  lend  a  helping  hand,  and  there's  always 

someone to chat with.

Another  joy  of  country  living  is  the  beauty  of  the 

natural surroundings. Whether you're surrounded by 

rolling  hills,  towering  mountains,  or  sparkling  lakes, 

there's always something beautiful to see. And because 

there's less light pollution in the country, the stars are 

always amazing.

Of course, no discussion of the joys of country living 

would be complete  without  mentioning the fresh air 
10



and open spaces. There's nothing quite like waking up 

to the sound of birds singing and taking a deep breath 

of fresh, clean air.  And with so much space to roam, 

you  can  always  find  a  place  to  relax  and  enjoy  the 

peace and quiet.

Of course, country living isn't all about peace and quiet. 

There's  also  plenty  of  opportunity  for  fun  and 

adventure.  Whether  you're  hiking,  biking,  fishing,  or 

hunting, there's always something to do. And if you're 

looking for  a  little  bit  of  culture,  there are plenty of 

small towns and cities nearby with museums, theaters, 

and art galleries.

If you're thinking about making a move to the country, 

there are a few things you should keep in mind. First, 

country  living  is  often  slower-paced  than  city  living. 

Things don't  always happen as quickly as you'd like, 

and you may have to be more patient. Second, country 

living can be more expensive than city living. Things 

like  groceries  and  gas  are  often  more  expensive  in 
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rural  areas.  And finally,  country  living  can  be  more 

isolated than city living. You may have to drive further 

to get to the store or to see a doctor.

But if you're willing to make a few sacrifices, the joys of 

country living are well worth it.  You'll enjoy a better 

quality of life, and you'll make memories that will last a 

lifetime.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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