
The Dark Tide

Introduction

In the sleepy town of  Rutherford,  nestled amidst  the 

rolling  hills  of  Minnesota,  a  sinister  shadow  had 

descended, casting a pall over the tranquil lives of its 

inhabitants. The brutal murder of Benny Niemeyer, a 

notorious  lowlife  with  a  checkered  past,  sent 

shockwaves  through  the  community.  As  Captain  of 

Detectives,  Jake Hines felt  the weight of  this heinous 

crime heavy upon his shoulders. Determined to bring 

justice to the victim and closure to the grieving family, 

he embarked on a relentless quest for the truth.

Despite  meticulously  building  a  strong  case  against 

Niemeyer's  suspected  killer,  the  wheels  of  justice 

seemed  to  falter  during  the  trial,  resulting  in  an 

unexpected  verdict  of  not  guilty.  This  shocking 

outcome  left  Jake  reeling,  his  faith  in  the  system 
1



shaken.  However,  when  Niemeyer  himself  met  an 

untimely  and  suspicious  end  just  two  nights  later, 

Jake's resolve hardened. He knew he had to uncover 

the  truth  behind  these  interconnected  events,  no 

matter how elusive or dangerous it may be.

In his pursuit of justice, Jake encountered a labyrinth 

of  deceit,  where  nothing  was  as  it  seemed.  The 

investigation  led  him  down  a  rabbit  hole  of  hidden 

connections,  forgotten  secrets,  and  long-buried 

grudges.  He  encountered  an  enigmatic  cast  of 

characters,  each with  their  own motives  and hidden 

agendas.  From the enigmatic members of Niemeyer's 

shadowy  underworld  to  the  prominent  figures  of 

Rutherford's seemingly respectable society, Jake found 

himself  ensnared  in  a  complex  web  of  lies  and 

betrayals.

As  Jake  delved  deeper  into  the  investigation,  he 

discovered that the roots of these crimes ran far deeper 

than he had initially imagined. The town's dark history 
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and unresolved past seemed to be intertwined with the 

present,  creating  a  chilling  tapestry  of  injustice.  He 

soon realized that he was not just chasing a murderer, 

but also confronting the hidden demons that haunted 

Rutherford.

With each step closer to the truth, Jake found himself 

facing moral dilemmas and personal struggles. The line 

between justice  and  corruption  blurred,  and  he  was 

forced to  question his  own methods  and beliefs.  His 

relentless  pursuit  of  the  truth  would  ultimately  lead 

him to the heart of a conspiracy that threatened to tear 

Rutherford apart. In this battle against darkness, Jake 

would discover that the price of justice is often paid in 

blood, and that the true test of his character lay in his 

ability to overcome his own demons and rise above the 

darkness.
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Book Description

In the sleepy town of Rutherford, Minnesota, a brutal 

murder  sends  shockwaves  through  the  community, 

shattering  the  illusion  of  tranquility.  Captain  of 

Detectives Jake Hines finds himself at the heart of the 

investigation, determined to bring justice to the victim 

and closure to the grieving family. However, the case 

takes an unexpected turn when the prime suspect  is 

acquitted,  leaving  Jake  reeling  and  the  town  in 

disbelief.

As Jake delves deeper into the mystery, he uncovers a 

tangled  web  of  deceit,  corruption,  and  hidden 

connections. The investigation leads him down a dark 

path,  where  he  encounters  an  enigmatic  cast  of 

characters with their own secrets and motives.  From 

the  seedy underbelly  of  Rutherford to  the  seemingly 

respectable  circles  of  power,  Jake  finds  himself 

ensnared in a battle against time and a conspiracy that 

threatens to tear the town apart.
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Haunted  by  the  past  and  driven  by  an  unwavering 

sense of justice, Jake must confront his own demons as 

he  navigates  the  treacherous  waters  of  truth  and 

deception.  With  each  step  closer  to  uncovering  the 

killer, he finds himself questioning his own beliefs and 

methods.  The  line  between  justice  and  corruption 

blurs,  and Jake  must  make difficult  choices  that  will 

ultimately shape his destiny and the fate of Rutherford.

In this gripping and thought-provoking tale, Pasquale 

De  Marco  weaves  a  complex  and  intricate  narrative 

that explores the dark side of human nature and the 

resilience  of  the  human  spirit.  The  Dark  Tide  is  a 

powerful  and  unforgettable  story  that  will  leave 

readers on the edge of their seats until  the very last 

page.

With its richly developed characters, intricate plot, and 

exploration  of  universal  themes,  The  Dark  Tide  is  a 

must-read  for  fans  of  crime  fiction,  mystery,  and 

thrillers. Prepare to be captivated by a story that delves 
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into the depths of darkness and the indomitable power 

of justice.
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Chapter 1: The Unraveling Mystery

2.  A  Life  Interrupted:  Benny  Niemeyer's 

Sudden Death

In the heart of Rutherford, amidst the familiar streets 

and  friendly  faces,  a  life  was  abruptly  cut  short, 

shattering  the  town's  tranquil  existence.  Benny 

Niemeyer,  a  man known for  his  shady  dealings  and 

questionable reputation, met an untimely end, leaving 

behind  a  trail  of  unanswered  questions.  His  sudden 

and  violent  demise  sent  shockwaves  through  the 

community,  casting  a  dark  shadow  over  the  town's 

collective consciousness.

Benny Niemeyer, a figure often shrouded in mystery, 

had  always  teetered  on  the  fringes  of  Rutherford's 

society.  Rumors of his involvement in illicit  activities 

had circulated for years, yet nothing concrete had ever 

been proven. He was a man who seemed to operate in 

7



the  shadows,  his  true  nature  hidden  from  all  but  a 

select few.

On that  fateful  night,  as  the moon cast  its  pale glow 

upon  the  sleeping  town,  Benny  Niemeyer's  life  was 

extinguished  in  a  brutal  and  merciless  manner.  His 

body,  discovered  in  a  secluded  alleyway,  bore  the 

marks of a violent struggle, the life drained from his 

eyes.  The  news  of  his  death  spread  like  wildfire, 

igniting a mixture of fear, curiosity, and unease among 

the townspeople.

As the sun rose over Rutherford, casting its golden rays 

upon the crime scene, Captain Jake Hines arrived, his 

face etched with grim determination.  He had known 

Benny Niemeyer,  if  not  personally,  then through his 

reputation.  The  weight  of  this  crime  settled  heavily 

upon his shoulders, for it was his duty to uncover the 

truth and bring justice to the victim.

The  investigation  began,  and  Jake  delved  into  the 

hidden  corners  of  Rutherford's  underworld,  seeking 
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clues and interrogating those who had known Benny 

Niemeyer.  He  encountered  a  cast  of  characters  as 

diverse as the town itself, each with their own secrets 

and connections to the deceased.

As  Jake  delved  deeper,  he  realized  that  Benny 

Niemeyer's death was more than just a random act of 

violence.  It  was  a  thread  that  connected  to  a  larger 

tapestry of deceit and corruption, a web that extended 

far  beyond  the  confines  of  Rutherford's  small-town 

existence.
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Chapter 1: The Unraveling Mystery

2. A Captain's Vow: Jake Hines' Determination

Jake  Hines,  a  seasoned  Captain  of  Detectives  in 

Rutherford,  Minnesota,  was  a  man  driven  by  an 

unwavering  sense  of  justice.  The  brutal  murder  of 

Benny  Niemeyer,  a  notorious  figure  in  the  town's 

criminal  underworld,  struck  a  personal  chord  with 

him.  Not  only  had  he  spent  countless  hours 

meticulously building a solid case against Niemeyer's 

suspected  killer,  but  the  unexpected  verdict  of  not 

guilty left him deeply disturbed.

As Jake stood in the aftermath of  the trial,  his  mind 

raced with unanswered questions. He knew that there 

was more to this case than met the eye. Fueled by a 

determination to uncover the truth, he vowed to leave 

no stone unturned in his quest for justice.

With a renewed sense of purpose, Jake delved deeper 

into the investigation, determined to find the missing 
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pieces of the puzzle. He meticulously reexamined every 

detail,  scrutinizing  evidence,  and  interviewing 

witnesses. He followed every lead, no matter how small 

or seemingly insignificant.

Jake's relentless pursuit of the truth took him into the 

dark  underbelly  of  Rutherford,  a  world  of  hidden 

connections,  illicit  activities,  and  long-buried  secrets. 

He encountered a cast of shady characters, from low-

level criminals to powerful figures with something to 

hide. Each encounter brought him closer to the truth, 

but also exposed him to danger.

As Jake's investigation progressed, he realized that the 

lines between justice and corruption were blurred. He 

faced  moral  dilemmas  and  ethical  challenges  that 

tested his character. He found himself questioning his 

own  methods  and  beliefs  as  he  navigated  the 

treacherous path towards uncovering the truth behind 

Benny Niemeyer's murder.
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Jake's unwavering determination and unyielding spirit 

served as a beacon of hope in the face of adversity. He 

refused to be deterred by the obstacles in his path, the 

threats against his life, or the weight of the secrets he 

uncovered. He pressed on, driven by a profound sense 

of  duty  and  a  burning  desire  to  bring  justice  to  the 

victim and closure to the grieving family.
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Chapter 1: The Unraveling Mystery

3. The Search for Truth: Uncovering Hidden 

Connections

Jake Hines, a seasoned detective with an unwavering 

commitment to justice, found himself at the heart of a 

puzzling  murder  investigation.  Benny  Niemeyer,  a 

known troublemaker with a checkered past,  had met 

an  untimely  and  suspicious  demise.  Determined  to 

uncover  the  truth  and  bring  closure  to  the  grieving 

family,  Jake  embarked  on  a  relentless  quest  for 

answers.

The  initial  investigation  revealed  a  complex  web  of 

relationships and hidden connections surrounding the 

victim. Niemeyer's involvement in shady dealings and 

his  association  with  questionable  characters  made  it 

challenging to discern the motive behind his murder. 

Jake knew that unraveling the truth required delving 
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into  Rutherford's  underbelly  and  confronting  the 

town's darkest secrets.

As  Jake  delved  deeper  into  the  investigation,  he 

encountered a cast of enigmatic individuals, each with 

their  own  secrets  and  agendas.  From  the  enigmatic 

members  of  Niemeyer's  shadowy  underworld  to  the 

prominent  figures  of  Rutherford's  seemingly 

respectable  society,  Jake  found  himself  navigating  a 

treacherous landscape of deceit and betrayal.

The investigation led Jake to uncover a series of long-

buried grudges and unresolved conflicts that seemed to 

converge at the heart of the crime. He discovered that 

the town's history was marked by corruption, injustice, 

and  a  deep-seated  desire  for  revenge.  The  lines 

between justice and vengeance blurred as Jake realized 

that  he  was  not  just  chasing  a  murderer,  but  also 

confronting  the  hidden  demons  that  haunted 

Rutherford.
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With each step closer to the truth, Jake found himself 

facing  moral  dilemmas and personal  challenges.  The 

investigation  tested  his  beliefs  and  forced  him  to 

confront  the  darker  aspects  of  human  nature.  He 

realized  that  the  pursuit  of  justice  often  comes  at  a 

price, and that the true test of his character lay in his 

ability  to  remain steadfast  in his  commitment to  the 

truth, no matter how elusive or painful it may be.

As the investigation reached its climax, Jake uncovered 

a conspiracy that threatened to tear Rutherford apart. 

A powerful cabal of individuals, fueled by greed and a 

thirst  for  control,  had  manipulated  events  to  serve 

their own sinister purposes. Jake found himself caught 

in a  deadly game of  cat  and mouse,  where the lines 

between friend and foe were blurred, and the stakes 

were higher than ever before.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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