
The Fierce Cavalry of Europe

Introduction

The history of cavalry is a long and storied one, dating 

back to the earliest days of warfare. From the horse-

drawn chariots  of  the ancient  world to  the mounted 

knights of the Middle Ages, cavalry has played a vital 

role in shaping the course of human history.

In the modern era, cavalry has declined in importance 

as a fighting force,  but  it  continues to play a role in 

certain specialized roles. In this book, we will explore 

the history of cavalry, from its origins to its present-day 

use. We will examine the role of cavalry in major wars, 

such as the Napoleonic Wars, the American Civil War, 

and the World Wars. We will also discuss the impact of 

cavalry on popular culture and the arts.

1



Cavalry  has  always  been  a  symbol  of  power  and 

prestige. In many cultures, cavalry units were the elite 

of the military, and they were often used to guard the 

most important people and places. Cavalry also played 

a  major  role  in  the  development  of  tactics  and 

strategies,  and it  helped to  shape the way that  wars 

were fought.

In the 21st century, cavalry is still used in a variety of 

roles.  In  some  countries,  cavalry  units  are  used  for 

ceremonial purposes, while in others they are used for 

reconnaissance, security, and crowd control. Cavalry is 

also used in some specialized military operations, such 

as mountain warfare and desert warfare.

The  future  of  cavalry  is  uncertain.  Some  experts 

believe  that  cavalry  will  continue  to  play  a  role  in 

warfare, while others believe that it will be replaced by 

new  technologies.  However,  one  thing  is  for  sure: 

cavalry will always be remembered as one of the most 

iconic and powerful fighting forces in history.
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Book Description

The  Fierce  Cavalry  of  Europe is  a  comprehensive 

history of  cavalry,  from its  origins to  its  present-day 

use. In this book, we will explore the role of cavalry in 

major  wars,  such  as  the  Napoleonic  Wars,  the 

American Civil War, and the World Wars. We will also 

discuss the impact of cavalry on popular culture and 

the arts.

Cavalry  has  always  been  a  symbol  of  power  and 

prestige. In many cultures, cavalry units were the elite 

of the military, and they were often used to guard the 

most important people and places. Cavalry also played 

a  major  role  in  the  development  of  tactics  and 

strategies,  and it  helped to  shape the way that  wars 

were fought.

In the 21st century, cavalry is still used in a variety of 

roles.  In  some  countries,  cavalry  units  are  used  for 

ceremonial purposes, while in others they are used for 

3



reconnaissance, security, and crowd control. Cavalry is 

also used in some specialized military operations, such 

as mountain warfare and desert warfare.

The  future  of  cavalry  is  uncertain.  Some  experts 

believe  that  cavalry  will  continue  to  play  a  role  in 

warfare, while others believe that it will be replaced by 

new  technologies.  However,  one  thing  is  for  sure: 

cavalry will always be remembered as one of the most 

iconic and powerful fighting forces in history.

In this book, you will learn about:

 The origins of cavalry

 The  role  of  cavalry  in  ancient  and  medieval 

warfare

 The development of cavalry tactics

 The impact of cavalry on the course of history

 The legacy of cavalry

The Fierce Cavalry of Europe is an essential read for 

anyone who wants to learn more about the history of 
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warfare.  This  book  is  packed  with  fascinating 

information and insights,  and it  is  sure  to  keep you 

entertained from beginning to end. 
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the Cavalry

1. The origins of cavalry

Cavalry has been a part  of  warfare for thousands of 

years. The earliest evidence of cavalry dates back to the 

ancient  Near  East,  where horse-drawn chariots  were 

used in battle. These chariots were typically crewed by 

two men, one to drive and one to fight. Chariots were a 

powerful weapon, and they played a major role in the 

development of ancient warfare.

As cavalry developed, it began to be used in a variety of 

roles. In addition to their use in warfare, cavalry was 

also  used  for  hunting,  scouting,  and  transportation. 

Cavalry was also used to police the countryside and to 

protect important people.

Over time, cavalry became increasingly sophisticated. 

The development of the stirrup in the 6th century AD 

gave riders a much more secure seat,  which allowed 

them to use more powerful weapons. The development 
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of plate armor in the 14th century AD provided cavalry 

with even greater protection.

Cavalry reached its peak in the 16th and 17th centuries 

AD. During this time, cavalry was the dominant force 

on  the  battlefield.  Cavalry  was  used  to  charge  into 

enemy lines,  to break up infantry formations, and to 

pursue  fleeing  enemies.  Cavalry  was  also  used  to 

defend against cavalry charges.

In the 18th century AD, the development of firearms 

began to reduce the effectiveness of cavalry. Firearms 

could penetrate plate armor, and they could be used to 

fire  at  cavalry  from  a  distance.  As  a  result,  cavalry 

began to decline in importance on the battlefield.

In the 19th century AD, cavalry was still used in some 

roles, but it was no longer the dominant force on the 

battlefield.  Cavalry  was  used  for  reconnaissance,  for 

screening the movements of infantry, and for pursuing 

fleeing enemies.

7



In the 20th century AD, cavalry was used in a variety of 

roles,  including  reconnaissance,  security,  and  crowd 

control.  Cavalry  was  also  used  in  some  specialized 

military  operations,  such  as  mountain  warfare  and 

desert warfare.

Today, cavalry is still used in a variety of roles. In some 

countries,  cavalry  units  are  used  for  ceremonial 

purposes,  while  in  others  they  are  used  for 

reconnaissance, security, and crowd control. Cavalry is 

also used in some specialized military operations, such 

as mountain warfare and desert warfare.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the Cavalry

2. The role of cavalry in ancient and medieval 

warfare

The use of cavalry in warfare dates back to the earliest 

civilizations. The first cavalry units were likely used by 

the ancient Egyptians and Babylonians, who employed 

horse-drawn  chariots  in  battle.  These  chariots  were 

used to transport warriors into battle and to provide a 

mobile platform for archers and spearmen.

Over  time,  cavalry  units  became more  sophisticated. 

The Greeks and Romans developed cavalry units that 

were armed with swords and lances. These units were 

used  for  both  shock  and  reconnaissance  roles.  The 

Parthians,  a  nomadic  people  from  Central  Asia, 

developed  a  particularly  effective  cavalry  force  that 

was known for its use of horse archers.

In the Middle Ages,  cavalry continued to play a vital 

role  in  warfare.  The knights  of  Europe were heavily 
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armored and armed with  lances.  They  were  used  to 

charge  into  battle  and  to  break  the  enemy  lines. 

Cavalry was also used by the Mongols, who conquered 

a vast empire in the 13th century. The Mongol cavalry 

was known for its speed and mobility, and it was able 

to defeat much larger armies.

Cavalry remained an important part of warfare until 

the development of firearms in the 16th century. Guns 

made  it  possible  for  infantry  to  defeat  cavalry,  and 

cavalry units began to decline in importance. However, 

cavalry continued to be used in a variety of roles, such 

as reconnaissance, security, and crowd control.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the Cavalry

3. The development of cavalry tactics

Cavalry tactics have evolved over the centuries as new 

technologies and strategies have been developed. In the 

early days of cavalry, the primary tactic was to charge 

into  battle  in  a  massed  formation.  This  tactic  was 

effective  against  infantry,  but  it  was  vulnerable  to 

attack by other cavalry units or by archers.

Over time, cavalry tactics became more sophisticated. 

Cavalry  units  began  to  use  a  variety  of  formations, 

including the  wedge,  the  column,  and the  line.  They 

also began to use more sophisticated maneuvers, such 

as the wheeling maneuver and the flanking attack.

The development of new weapons and armor also had 

a major impact on cavalry tactics. The introduction of 

the stirrup in the 6th century CE allowed cavalrymen to 

stay in their saddles more securely, which made them 

more  effective  in  combat.  The  development  of  plate 
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armor in the 14th century CE made cavalrymen more 

resistant  to  arrows and other  weapons,  which  made 

them even more formidable in battle.

By  the  16th  century  CE,  cavalry  had  become  the 

dominant force on the battlefield. Cavalry units were 

used  to  break  through  enemy  lines,  to  flank  enemy 

positions, and to pursue fleeing enemies. Cavalry was 

also used to protect artillery and baggage trains.

In  the  18th  century  CE,  the  development  of  new 

firearms began to reduce the effectiveness of cavalry. 

However, cavalry continued to play a role in warfare, 

and it was still used to great effect in the American Civil 

War and the Franco-Prussian War.

In the 20th century CE, the development of tanks and 

other armored vehicles led to the decline of  cavalry. 

However, cavalry units are still used in some countries 

for ceremonial purposes and for reconnaissance.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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